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appeared in the world in 1929 at Brahmanpara, District Burdwan, N

West Bengal. He came to the Lotus Feet of his Gurudev Om
Visnupad $rila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj in 1947, and remained
faithfully in his Service ever since. History tells us that from the very beginning he held the
unrivalled position of the most intimate and faithful servitor of Srila Sridhar Maharaj, and
from the beginning Srila Sridhar Maharaj revealed his wish that Srila Govinda Mahara;
would occupy the position of his successor in the future. Srila Govinda Maharaj also
enjoyed the long and intimate association of Om Visnupad Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Maharaj as mentioned in the following pages.

&y FrE st g e ST Fer ¢:38 H TSt e feT
e it se H STediid g | 1%\ H 98 319 Teed 3% fowurg 4o
sftheeren SiTER T HETs & =RorRHe! H 71T 3 a9 § fg1 goe
STE T AT H W | qrer |raft @ fob 3o | & 31 A sfie mia wews St o 31fq uw T
TR Yo 1 1 FRIaH 1e STH @1 | 9o ot e HeTast = s & 70 goa1 Wehe I o
5 sfte Mifa Tere & wiass & 39 & SAUfasid a1 | 5o M 7ers &l 3% s
5 To o HTFIT W 7 AefehTes ok ST T +ff T et Sta foh Form g9f Havi 2 |
3 F I T4 T G FTS $o07 1 Y01 a2 S SR HERS A ’¢y H 3

o/ (e 30l Mlsa{ER N tRlAUHL H1Ruevdl 2uAMia wReu
BRI HE, A1) AfHiel oiouc Hi 2R, AL AddL Yo dta 3 [angure
slla Mlsdarets 3042 taotauHl HiLevll videt Alsna Aami wron

oL, AL 2uell Al A A 2L, SR Guzel 2N o] © 5 uzvidaler Al
gl 5143 HRisvell wotsy [s2el w1 Algdla [y Aas gL 214 Al sld 543 HeRisy
Al 269 Q2 53 3 Al GetRif 51 A3, 22 Al 1AL e AAE HeRIY uRL ¢d
ugd] <l i1l avupl W 3 fassuie slle 24, 2. Mlsadeid @l eiter WA ag
ot una Yl worov (sl ol 2udedl saadl vl gl Wil el azxel o7 e

\Y frgeeit Aot e CNRA CRUATEIRT TRIM S35 I TG &TT a1
(T ARSI g 27 | FofH v58 AT ST @0 @ fgstm
Aot feTwe A4 CREARI TS AT S &> I | OI 2/ 2300
Fofey Srx G ATTRTRRICE FHIE AT | TS W7l 22C© @il sinea| T (T &2
23re3 o Ao Qe wITes TR 1% forarew oS @32 ofyre SR Seaifaat
230 ; Qe Sl TG G 21 o FCEA | W S Rpeiw e @, 7. sfemre
FIM TRRICER AGreT A8 75 &t (oNfew SRIre ARFMRCeT ; G #HCFR AT (4 |

-

A\

TL\ sfer qeor «fim SrRr W ST 2 ST dvv-e e A Qe TgAw A o ]
(N (N ‘,’
N i

SN , —3 = - o




= — — o T

[ il

Ao
2T 40551 RRSTAT

s ||
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i Fulfilling a wish he cherished for about forty years, Srila Sridhar Maharaj conferred {
sannyasa upon Srila Govinda Maharaj in 1985, giving his final and irrevocable decision of

his selection of Srila Govinda Maharaj as his successor President-Acharyya of his Sri

Chaitanya Saraswat Math of Nabadwip, with all of its branches in India and internationally.

Like his illustrious Divine Master, Srila Govinda Maharaj has given us numerous Pure

Devotional Compositions in Sanskrit and Bengali, most valuable for the cultivation of

spiritual life. His Holy Talks are also being brought out in book form.

From all over the world sincere spiritual aspirants are flocking by the hundreds to
Nabadwip to hear the Holy Delivery of Harikatha of Srila Govinda Maharaj. As a special
blessing on the Golden Jubilee Occasion of Sti Chaitanya Saraswat Math [fiftieth
anniversary] and to fulfill the thousands of requests of the sincere devotees, Srila Govinda

Maharaj began his first international tour in 1992.
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& Visnupad Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj is U
the Founder-Acharyya of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math in Nabadwip, Ny

m West Bengal, India. He appeared in the world in 1895 at Hapaniya,
Burdwan, West Bengal. From his childhood he had inner faith in Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu, with a natural attraction and afhinity for Nama-sankirttan; his scholarship and
worldly detachment was formidable.

His first contact with Sri Gaudiya Math was in 1923, and he fully commited himself to
this Mission of his Guru, Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada, in
1926. About 1930 his Guru gave him sannydasa, giving him his Transcendental name
meaning ‘the Guardian of Devotion.” He took a prominent part in the founding, organizing

and preachmg of many of the Sri Gaudiya Maths all over India.

v Wﬁ%ﬂﬁmwaﬁmmﬁm “gft == UREd WS, T,
apqﬁaﬁraw,mw’é:mw-mﬁ | TE 2]y H BTTFAT T, FEEE
T, afvadt aTe § serdiid g0 | areTd ¥ € 39 % ged 1 off Ja=1 qemy
% 9fq 87 3T ATHEETdA 3 9id STesvl o | 39 1 gfawr, Tifed o g9 ¥ fafe off sifq
39 HIfZ & A | 78 1333 T =i T 7 1 T80 T e 3T ST 3336 H U [eed o 5o
RIS AT TRATHT SUTE 1 9 | 310 | ST 9830 T T6ea | |79 i Sref
ST | 39 % THF A SN A 3% T2 39 1 279 © “fh U e | 3R 4 WR 9ed ° ot
T 03 i T, mmwmﬁrmwwﬁwmmlaaﬁwﬁmﬂ

\o/ [asute slla alsss s04R taolanHdl HeRler A4 u2zad 15 4aglu

3ﬁufﬁ2m oladel Azaus 6, Avil sldl QM2UERR sl aEHA WEIM olduaH
qeed ABAL A GERL 6r M A5l (2lAAA HEWURY) WAL Altupteilor

2a10U[A5 BUSRL S, AHSY WIS AL L2 AHAML U2 24T Sl Al 8004 Haul
UREH] SASAL DA 1301 dMell 22 2ld BlsAiesia u22ad] uepuie wtel Aen dlAl.
DUl A2 DHA 6V M A1 B Al 21 ‘WLl 265" DM A B, 2loll U Hs
RUMAME, 92Ul 5UHL el (SRl 3233 UAUR 52UHE el QUL dlil, Ml 2Azgaul
quid]l vt RUEAHA AL AT ARl og@%h 2 Al Uldiedl wesl Ml S A1g AL

Y @W%W@WW@WWWWW‘?MW
Aoey T No7 AfSHIel-Serd | AAfRow Jcwra IGw (T QA A
Stae e foft fiige 27 | (R 22re Atvoy Tereg 2fs T ¢ FeEee
feeT Sz Ssfae Sd | SIga wiifeer «az FeR-(3A19 [eeE Sraaary |
3530 17T Fofir AT T TSIAE T ITAA | S8 HITE SIZF ST A&
Of &I Tae! (IS AT ST oM FEw | YFHR SR TEIDE 5590
AT AT & F Aefe-T53 A« A &we I | AF JlF TR T
SIRCS SO T3 B, FR9M97 4R AHLABICE 0o Bfi azel e | SR HFS




)

(& NN 2
) < 'Nr"//
r Seeing his Sanskrit Writings, his Guru referred to him as ‘a fit person to continue my |
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(1 Divirie Succession,’ and ‘Sastra-nipuna Sridhar Maharaj’ or ‘Scriptural Genius Sridhar
Mahara).” On another occasion his Guru also referred to him as ‘niveditatma’ or ‘a pure soul
tully surrendered unto the Supreme Lord.’

When Srila Sridhar Maharaj founded the Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math in 1941, it was
no more than a thatched hut on the banks of the Ganges river. Yet, he composed this verse,

mysteriously predicting the universal renown the Math would know 1n the future:

T SR -AREEd-Ta-FRaT e ot el SaT-Sieam - Rrg -t |
§rimac chaitanya-saraswata-mathavara udgita-kirttir jaya-$rim
bibhrat sarhbhati ganga-tata-nikata-navadvipa-koladri-raje

yatra §ri-gaura-saraswata-mata-nirata gaura-gatha grnanti

nityam ripanuga §ri-krtamati-guru-gauranga-radha-jitasa

| In the Holy Abode of Transcendental Touchstone

| $ri Nabadwip Dham—the selfsame Sri Vrdavan,

in the land of Koladwip, whose inner identity
1s the King of mountains Sri Govarddhan,

near the charming shores of the Holy River Bhagirathi
who delivers all the fallen souls

stands that grand and glorious King of all Temples—
$ri Chaitanya Saraswat Math.

In that beautiful retreat, the surrendered devotees
whose lives are the Message of Sri Gaura,
are eternally absorbed in the Loving Service
of the Divine Master, the Golden Lord Gauranga
and the Loving Lord Sri Govindasundar
with His Consort Srimati Gandharvva,
accompanied by all Their Dear Associates.
With hearts always filled with good hope
to attain the Grace of the Lord,
following faithfully in the Line
of Sri $ri Rapa and Raghunath—
the Storekeepers of the Unlimited Treasure
of Pure, Sweet Love Divine,
those surrendered souls ever sing the unending Glories
of the Transcendental Name and Qualities
? of the Most Magnanimous, Original Supreme Lord
by
)

$1i Sri Gaurangasundar.
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4 of the victory flag that flies aloft \

and sings wholeheartedly to the world
the ever-expanding renown of $ri Chaitanya Saraswat Math;
bearing that banner of all Transcendental Benedictions,
$ri Chaitanya Saraswat Math ever shines resplendent
in all its Divine Magnificence.
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in Sanskrit and Bengali revealing a Devotional Stature in common with that of the famed
Goswamis of Vrndavan. Often thought even more amazing was his special ability to
represent those Thoughts in the international language of English. In this way much of his
Holy Teachings have been published in book form.

Srila Sridhar Maharaj departed from the eyes of the mortal world in 1988. Thousands
from all over the globe had by this time taken shelter in him as disciples. Prior to his
departure, publicly and in his Last Will and Testament he named his beloved Divine

Servitor Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj as his successor.
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His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj and His
Divine Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj Prabhupada sharing the

Vyasasana at the opening ceremony of Srila Swami Maharaj Prabhupada’s Sri Mayapur
Chandrodoy Mandir.

Lower left is His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami
Maharaj who is now the President-Acharyya of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math. In this photo

he 1s seen leading the kirttan by singing the Sanskrit Prayer Pranamami sada
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z)}/ Prabhupada-padam [Sri Sri Prabhupadapadma-stavakah] (a Devotional Prayer to Om K | Ilk
(S

Visnupada Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada, the Guru of both Srila

T Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj and Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaj). The prayer was written by Srila Sridhar Maharaj and is venerated and sung in
Gaudiya Vaisnava Temples throughout India and the world.

At this most memorable occasion Srila Swami Maharaj Prabhupada stated, “I consider

Srila Sridhar Maharaj to be my Siksa Guru, and Sripad Govinda Maharaj to be my
dearmost son.”

He sang the Glories of Srila Sridhar Maharaj by saying “Jay Orh Visnupad Parama-
hamsa Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Maharaj ki jay!”—a glonfication that is only ever
offered to one’s Guru.
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c >
C o)
) This trio of Holy Personalities 1s again pictured at left—Srila Sridhar Maharaj at left, H
1 Srila Swami Maharaj at right, and Srila Govinda Maharaj in the middle. Their intimate

past history is most valuable and interesting to all true devotees.

P ng

They resided together at Srila Swami Maharaj’s Sita Kanta Banerjee Lane house in
Calcutta for about eight years. This was prior to Srila Swami Maharaj’s sannyasa. It was
during that time that Srila Govinda Maharaj, on the order of Srila Sridhar Maharaj, studied
the Sri Bhagavad-Gita from Srila Swami Maharaj.

Later Srila Swami Maharaj accepted sannyasa from Srila Bhakti Prajian Kesav Maharaj,
Srila Kesav Maharaj having already received sannyasa from Srila Sridhar Maharaj.

After travelling to the West in 1965 and spreading Krsna consciousness in a miraculous

way previously unseen in the history of the world, whenever he returned to India, Srila
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ﬁ Swami Mahara) who had become known by his disciples and many admirers world-wide as /
1 “Prabhupada”, would stay with Srila Sridhar Maharaj at Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math in 9
Nabadwip. On those visits some special points that he spoke about Srila Sridhar Maharaj to
his disciples follow:

“By both age and experience he is senior to me. I was fortunate to have his association
since about 1930 . . . . Krsna and Prabhupada [referring to his Diksa Guru—the Guru of
both Srila Sridhar Maharaj and Srila Swami Maharaj] liked him to prepare me.

“Srila Sridhar Mahargj lived in my house for many years, so naturally we had very

intimate talks and he was my good advisor. I took his advices and instructions very seriously
because from the very beginningI knew him to be a pure Vaisnava, a pure devotee . . . . our
relatlonshxp 1s very intimate.”
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Prior to his departure from the world in 1977, Srila Swami Maharaj instructed his
followers to take spiritual consultation and guidance from Srila Sridhar Maharaj.

After the departure of Srila Swami Maharaj, Srila Sridhar Maharaj remarked, “I consider
him to be Saktyc‘wes’a Avatara . . . . Krsna came down to help him . . . . Divine Power came
down to help him, otherwise it is impossible. It is not a thing of the ordinary level that
anyone will do, but the highest thing has been taken down to the lowest position
[distributed] so extensively [by him]. It cannot but be the Divine Power embodied and in a

great intensity and magnitude; so Saktyavesa Avatara I cannot but take him to be so.”
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'l Later, S$rila Govinda Maharaj asked Srila Sridhar Maharaj, “You have told us that Srila 1!
Swami Maharaj was Saktyavesa Avatara, but he was Saktyavesa Avatara of who?” N
Srila Sridhar Maharaj quietly replied, “Nityananda Prabhu.” |
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o Visnupad Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur
Om Prabhupada was the Guru of both Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami
Maharaj and His Divine Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Mahargj. In the thirties he
established sixty-four Gaudiya Maths in India and preached the Ideal of Pure Vaisnavism

in the Line of $r1 Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. He had a vision to construct a magnificent
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7 [auule gl sla ularids slsA@dls 5152

i
[Q

[C

G



DS
} Temple in London where this Ideal could be practised and preached for the Supreme gl&
1 Benefit of all; he also sent preachers from India to the U.K. N

523

His Guru was Srila Gaur Kiora Das Babaji Maharaj who engaged in solitary Divine
Service without any public interaction; and his [Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami
Prabhupada’s] father, who he also took as his Guru, was Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur.
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Om Visnupad Srila Sachchidananda Bhaktivinoda Thakur [1838-1914], a great
Teacher and Scribe of Transcendental Literature in the S1i Gaudiya Sampradaya, he
envisioned the World Dispensation of the Chanting of the Names of God as predicted in
the Scriptures Chaitanya Bhagavat, Srimad-Bhagavatam and others. He personally foretold

&%Wmmwﬁsﬁﬁzw(mc 929%) 1 S T R T a9 5 M
w%mﬁwaﬁw%méaﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmw SgrTad o

3" e 20d wRAsde OlsAlfdle S152 (103¢-2¢1y) s Held R8s gL, Vel
| wuEARs Uil 2lolLda AusU H SRl Al AR 2]Ad) M1, 8513{?@{10le 2:1&

\ @ﬁzgon?%ﬂfﬁmw—%ﬁmwhﬁ Shrob--3538] e uaew Tgw oF | fofv
EV AN TR N4y TS T *CET AT G| T4 S | Ao S, 5

K@NQ 21 P %33




& - —\5

that the finer thinkers or intelligentsia of the entire globe must inevitably be attracted to the
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Religion of Divine Love for God as given exclusively by Sriman Mahaprabhu.

The following Sanskrit verse clearly delineating the Basic Principles of the Perfect
Teachings of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was written by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur:
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amnayah praha tattvarh harim iha paramam sarvva-$aktim rasabdhim
tad bhinnamsams cha jivan prakrti-kavalitam tad vimuktam$ cha bhavat
bhedabheda-prakasam sakalam api hareh sadhanam §uddha-bhaktim ,

sadhyarh tat pritim evety upadi$ati janan gaurachandrah svayam sah ,
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These Ten Fundamental Divine Teachings have been taught by the Supreme Lord Sri
Gaurachandra for the faithful souls:

1. The Supreme Holy Teachings are the Vedas received in Divine Succession of
Spintual Masters. The Divine Authority is the Vedas and allied Holy Scriptures
headed by Srimad-Bhagavatam, along with the general relative proofs of perception,
verbal evidence and inference when in compliance with those Scriptures. By that
Authority it is established that:

2. Sri Hani [Krsna] is the Supreme Truth.

3. He is full with all Potencies.

4. He 1s the Ocean of all Divine Ecstasy.
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5. The individual souls are His separated spiritual particles.

o

6. Some of those souls are captivated by Maya.

7. Some of those souls are liberated from Maya.

8. The entire creation, material and spintual, is an inconceivable simultaneously
different yet identical manifestation of Sri Hari.

9. The singular Means 1s Devotion for Krsna or Bhakti.

10. The singular Attainable Objective is Divine Love for Him.
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All Glory to the Divine Master and the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna Chaitanya

YABADWIP SR] CHAITA\'H S'\RASWAT MATH NADIA

e Missvon
v S ortorres

Nabadwip Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math—1950

25



Sri Hapaniya Dham {
the Holy Birthplace of Orh Visnupad Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Mahara; A
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Ananta-Sri-vibhisita Nitya-Lila-pravista Orh Visnupad Paramaharsa-kula-ch@ramani

Sti Srimad Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj
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Sri Srimad Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj
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Temple of Union in Separation and Nabadwip Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
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Ananta-Sri-vibhasita N itya-Lila-pravista Orh Visnupad Paramaharhsa-kula-charamani

{ St Srimad Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj &
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Sri Sri Nitai-Chaitanyadev
Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math, Sri Dham Puri
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above: The newly-constructed “Sti Dayitadas Sevakunja”, Sti Dham Govarddhan [Nov 031,
below: His Divine Grace [red coat] with devotees before the construction in '91. To the left
of His Divine Grace is Sri Parnananda Prabhu, Secretary of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math,
whose tireless efforts manifest “Sri Day itadas Sev akuija” in a runarkabl\ short period.
Further left is Sripad B.P. Tirtha Maharaj, Sripad B.K. Giri Maharaj, Sri Jagamohan Das-
adhikari [rear], Sripad Satprasangananda Brahmachari, Sripad B.P. Janardan Mahara). To the
right of His Grace [front] the editor, [further front] Sripad B.D. Damodara Maharaj, Sri
Jaanananda Das, Sripad B.S. Tridandi Maharaj.

34




SRS %msm

‘W'NJ 5&5‘ DENT-ACHARYVA

above: Braja-mandala Parikrama meeting 1n front of "Sri Ginira) at Govarddhan, Nov '93.
below: His Divine Grace addressing the international pilgrims at the Holy Appearance
Festival of Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj, Nov 8, '93.
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Three Sanskrit verses composed by His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktl Raksqk Sndhar De\'
Goswami Maharaj, engraved in marble and permanently installed at Kadamkhandi in Braja-
mandal, the place of bhajan of Srila Rapa Goswami.
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above: His Divine Grace Srila Govinda T\Iaharaj performs kirttan at Sti Puri Dham. R
below: “Gopinath, mama nivedana $uno » —Sr1 Hapaniya Dham. [front left, Sripad B.P. 3

Janardan Mahar3) | xx
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His Divine Grace Sri Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj
Sevaite-President-Acharyya, Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math, Nabadwip and internationally
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His Divine Grace sings Sri Chaitanya-Charitamrta on the Holy Appearance Day

1 ¢ 4 4 - oy 1
of the Supreme Lord Sri Sri Gaurangasundar



| A grand new era in the worldwide Mission of the

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math began when His Divine Grace
Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj started
his First World Tour in June-July 1992.

In only two months four hundred fortunate souls recerved
Divine Initiation from His Divine Grace. This first tour
included Australia, Singapore, Hawai, U.S.A., Mexico,
Venezuela, England and Ireland.

right and below:
Australia, June '92,
first World Tour.
FAGH | Fl AT
TS AT
Tfae=n | —

The Holy Name,
the Holy Name,

the Holy Name alone
—1n this age of Kali
there 1s

no other shelter,

no other shelter,

no other shelter.
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rating his first visit to his new land “Sri

Australia May]une '93. top: His Divine Grace cele
Govinda Dham” at Uki, N.S.W; lower left: His Divine Grace seated at centre; left, His Holi-

ness Sripad B.P. Janardan Maharaj from U.S.A. visits Australia; centre rear Sri Mohanananda
Dasadhikari, world tour co-ordinator; right, the editor; lower right: young and old alike
joyfully appreciate Prasadam after His Divine Grace’s Red Cross Hall programme.
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left: His Divine Grace Srila
Bhakti Sundar Govinda
Dev-Goswami Maharg)
arnves at Hilo, Hawan, July
'92. He visited Hawai, Oahu
and Maui.

below: Srila Govinda Maharaj
was hosted at Sri Giridhari
Ashram at Keaau, Hawaii, by
Sti Revatinath Dasadhikari.
Here His Divine Grace 1s
seen overseeing a brahmana-
thread-giving fire ceremony at
Sri Giridhari Ashram.




top: San Francisco Airport, July, '92. Receiving His Divine Grace and party was bnpad B.P:
Janardan Maharg) [left], .Snpad B.K. Asram Maharaj [rear, third from left], Sripad Vaisnava
Maharaj [at rear, to the right of His Grace] and many others. below: His Divine Grace [back
to camera | ledds kirttan at Santa Cruz at one of the many pxeachmc programumes.

With mrdanga Sri Srutasava Dasadhikari, to the left behind him Sripad Vaisnava Maharaj,
left centre Sripad B.K. Gir1 Mahara) of New York, right Sti Navadvip Dasadhikari.



left and immediately below:

California, U.S.A. ;
San Jose and Santa Cruz preaching
programmes, July '92.

bottom:

Grand sarkirttan at the new centre at
Soquel, California, October '93. From left
[only partially visible in photo] Dr. Pusta
| Krsna Dasadhikari; Sri Madhustdana
Dasadhikari [with mrdanga] of Maui,
then [also with mrdarnga] Sri Harivallabha
Dasadhikari; Srimati Sanatani Devi Dasi
[hands partly clasped]; Sti Rsabhadev
Dasadhikari [clapping]; then [in back-
ground with beard
and glasses] Sri
Syamananda Das-
adhikari and [with

i glasses) Sri Rakhal-
Krsna Das; right fore-
| ground His Divine
Grace with left side

] facing camera leads
the kirttan; and to
His Grace’s right
Sripad B.K. Asram
Maharaj and [singing
into mike] Sripad B.P.
| Janardan Mahara).




d Left: His Divine

8 Grace and the

“# devotees observe his
« newly-acquired land
5t at Soquel, near Santa
_ruz, Oct '93. His

\ ‘Graqe in the centre,
WY, left Sri Hasyapriya
&=+ Dasadhikari, Sri
Yudhamanyu Seva
Vikram Dasadhikar
[hand raised|, and Sri
Jagavallabha Das
[green shirt]. To the
{ right of His Grace 1s
i the editor, Sri

% Srutasrava Das-

i acthikari, Sri
Syamananda Das-
adhikari [beard and
glasses], Sri
Rsabhadey Das-
adhikari, Sri
Ramdas.

middle: discourses
and bottom: Hari-
= ¢ 1 kirttan continue at

¥ Soquel, Oct '93.

It has been said by
the Vaisnavas that
Srila Govinda
Maharaj's World
Preaching 1s adding
such glory to the
preaching of Srila
A.C. Bhakuvedanta
Swami Mahara) and
Srila Sridhar Dev-

| Goswami Mahara),

| that those who do
not participate must
surely have lost their
| lives.



The Vision of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math, London

nder the Guidance and Blessings of His Divine Grace Sri Srila Bhakti Sundar
l I Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj, President-Acharyya and Guardian Servitor of Sri

Chaitanya Saraswat Math, a ideal magnificent Temple and residential complex will
be constructed in London, U.K. The Temple will be the permanent home of the Most
Worshippable Deities Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga-Radha-Syamsundar-Giridharijiu.

The Temple will uphold the principle of, without prejudice, welcoming the public of all
classes, religions or nationalities to observe and participate in the Dharmma of the age,
Harinama-Sarikirttan, and engage in Divine Services conducive to the ideal. The accommo-

dations will be suitable for persons dedicating their lives for the practising and preaching of
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the Supreme Divine Life as given by the Lord Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, and there will
also be suitable accommodations for visiting devotees. Pure and holy vegetarian cooked

foods or Prasadam will be distributed daily for the transcendental benefit of all.
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he Vision of Sri Chaitany’a Saraswat Math, London




above: His Divine Grace arrives at London, July '92. Playing mydariga at left is Sri
Dayanidhi Das, behind him at left Sr1 Arjjunananda Dasadhikari, then right is Sri Ram
Gopal Das, Sri Ananta Krsna Dasadhikari [with camera], Sti Purusottama Das [clapping],
Sri Madhu Shyam Dasadhikari [mrdarga] and Sri Nimai Sundar Das [singing].

below: His Divine Grace meets with the devotees at the Temple. Left [next to His Grace] 1s
Sripad B.S. Tridandi Maharaj, centre left to right Sti Uddharan Dasadhikari [seated], Sri
Dayanidhi Das [holding mrdanga], Sri Nabadwip Chandra Das [standing], Sri Varhsivadan
Das and Sri Paragati Dasadhikari [seated], Sti Premanidhi Dasadhikari [standing].
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London '92 continued. above: His Divine Grace offers prayers to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga-
Radha-Syamsundar-Giridharijiu.

e

below: His Divine Grace addresses a large gathering for the Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math’s
Golden Jubilee Festival. To the right of His Divine Grace 1s His Honour Dr. Dauji Gupta,
Mayor of Lucknow; Sri Prem Chand Sood, President of U.K. Hindi Samiti; and Sri
Padmesh Gupta, Vice-president of U.K. Hindi Samuti.
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Oct '93, London. above: receiving His Divine Grace en route to Venezuela. Left, Sri
Devas}}ish Dasadhikari, Sri Krsnachandra Das. To the nght gf His Grace 1s his assistant
[rear] Sri Rasabdhi Krsna Brahmachari and [with mydarga] Sri Madhu Shyam Dasadhikari.

i below: The devotees take the opportunity to offer prasadam to His Divine Grace 1n transit.
h Left to right, Sri Varmsivadan Das, Sri Rasabdhi Krsna Brahmachari, His Divine Grace,

) Srimati Bhakti Sima Devi Dasi, Sri Rajendra Krsna Dasadhikari, Mrs. Haridas Ganguls,
& Srimati Karunakana Devi Dasi.
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Late October '93, London. His Divine Grace kindly stayed for three days on his way back
from Venezuela, Colombia and America to India.
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J top: July, 92 Maha-
il sankirttan lead by His
Divine Grace at
Guadalajara, Mexico. He
also visited Merida. The

: ) programmes were arranged
by Snpad B.P. Janardan Maharaj [third from left, not facing camera] and Sripad B.K. Asram
Maharaj [at left, holding microphone]. Also present was Sripad Sajjan Maharaj [centre,
playing mrdanga]. below, left and right: after the programme a grand prasadam banquet.
opposite, page 55: a most memorable visit to Mauritius, January '93. top: most honourable
and joyful reception of His Divine Grace by the devotees. middle: devotees meet happily
with His Grace at their transcendental Temple Shop. bottom: the ineffable joy of Sri Nama-
Sarikirttan led by His Divine Grace Acharyyadev Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-
Goswami Maharaj. Two Mauritius devotional leaders: left, Sri Nara-Narayana Dasadhikari
and to his left [front centre] Sri Adhoksaja Dasadhikari. More on Mauritius on page 56.
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left: Mauntius devotees hear His
8 Divine Grace’s Holy Discourse
[top left] with avid attention.
top right: there were two television
interviews with His Divine Grace. middle right and below: His Grace visits his new land and
oversees the inauguration ceremony of the new Temple building. Sri Rasabdhi Krsna
Brahmachari blows
«| the conchshell and
performs the
necessary worship
® under the perfect
M direction of His
Divine Grace Srila
Bhakti Sundar
Govinda Dev-
Goswami Mahara).
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A triumphant and long-awaited visit to i
Malaysia in January, 1993. §
top left: a fitting reception to His Divine f}
Grace at the home of Sri Aprakrta %

| Dasadhikari, who performs the Arati K
| Ceremony of Sri Guru-Pgja. Just visible at i
extreme right in photo 1s Sri Krsna j:

8 Lavanya Dasadhikari. !
B above: the openhearted joy of the devotees. :
left: affectionate address to the devotees. i

below: Sri Balendranath Dasadhikari i
introduces His Divine Grace at a public
programme. i

- -3 4

below, left: intimate consultations with
His Divine Grace. Sri Aprakrta
Dasadhikari [without shirt] and far
right S$ri Vasudev Krsna Dasadhikari.
below, right: joyous Nama-sankirttan in
the Presence of His Divine Grace; at
left [hands clasped] Sri Mahananda
Das Bhakti Rafjan and playing
mrdangas are Sri Aprakrta Dasadhikari
and Sri Tribhuvannath Das.
—




¥ k - NTTAS
South Africa, January 1993. above: His Divine Grace conducts Harinama-sarikirttan at a |
public preaching programme; left, Sri Bhuvana-pavana Dasadhikari [clapping], Sri |
Rsabhadev Dasadhikari holding mike for Sri Rasabdhi Krsna Brahmachari, and centre left |

\ [with glasses] Sri Santa Das Brahmachari.
below: at the home of Srimati Dayavati Devi Dasi.
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Acharyyadev Orh Visnupad
Jagad-Guru Astottara-Sata-Sri-
Srimad Bhakti Sundar Govinda
Dev-Goswami Maharaj graces
the land of Caracas, Venezuela
for his second visit, October '93
[the first visit was 1n July '92].

left: HERYSITSATEHT — Mad-
bhakta-ptjabhyadhika. His

M Divine Grace mercifully accepts
B the heartfelt offerings of the

4/ sincere devotees.

{g‘/ below: His Divine Grace gave
" audience both morning and
evening for eight days.

B [continues on pages 60—61]




"I top: Gurudev answers all the devotees'
questions. left and above: brahmana

2 | initiations. below: the unforgettable

"|sanikirttan of Venezuela. Mrdangas—
front right Sri Han Kirttan Das-

Y adhikari, behind him Sri Anandamoy

| |Das, and Sr1 Koladwip Das [shirtless].




top cjt newsparer mter\ 1ew; RtoL Sri Jagadi$vara

Dasadhikari and Sri Pramana Das. top right: another
newspaper interview; seated next to His Grace, Sripad
B.K. Asram Mahara). left: visiting Srinivas Dasadhikari.
above and below: airport scenes.




Three very full days at
Colombia, Oct '93.
page 62 and top of page
63: high intensity
preaching and
Mahasankirttan
programme at Colom-
bia University Hall.

page 63 middle left:

8 His Divine Grace with
devotees of Ecuador.
Next left from His
Grace is Sti Raja Ram
Dasadhikari, second
from the left is Srimati

% Revati Devi Dasi.

o
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? 3 .
right: Television interview with His Divine Grace. Standing

L to R, Sri Aravinda Lochan Seva Sundar Dasadhikari, Sri
Jagadisvara Dasadhikari. Seated near His Grace's chair 1s \n
Pramana Das. below: Evening programme at the home of Sri
Premadhama Dasadhikari. below right: His Divine Grace

views his new property with [L to R] Sripad B.K. Gin
Maharaj, Sri Aravinda Lochan Seva Sundar Das-
adhikari and Sri Han Kirttan Dasadhikari.




New York, Oct '93. above: His
Divine Grace addresses the
devotees at 108th Street.
Seated L to R, Sripad B.K. Gini
Maharaj, New York Missionary-
in-charge; the editor; His Grace.
centre: His Divine Grace with
the evening scene of NY as a
backdrop.

below left: Sripad Girt Maharaj
[nght] joyfully receives His
Divine Grace at the Temple. Sri
SriGovinda Dasadhikari at rear
[dark glasses].

below right: brahmana and Hari-
Nama initiations at the home of
Sri Jay Ram Dasadhikari [seated
at night| at Towaco.
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1 All Glory to the Divine Master
t and the Supreme Lord St Krsna Chaitanya
Our Fortunate Association
Om Visnupad Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj
[San Jose, U.S.A., 28th June, 1992]
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‘ My dear Godbrothers and affectionate, respectable Vaisnavas, gentlemen, ladies
and merciful devotees, I am feeling so fortunate that by the mercy of the devotees I have
' been able to visit you all here at this Branch of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math in America. I
\ think myself very fortunate because you are all following Srila Guru Maharaj’s and Srila
“ig Swami Maharaj’s conception, and you have given me the position that was desired by Guru (7

\
ASSLN __(65) , S




ﬁ Maharij and Srila Swami Maharaj as well. But I am a very insignificant and fallen soul. \Lj"k
f Actually, I have no capacity to continue the line and conception of Srila Guru Maharsj
without the mercy of the devotees. You are all very affectionate to me, and by your mercy I
think it must be possible to continue our programme for preaching the conception of Srila
'Guru Maharaj. You have given me a chair, and Srila Guru Maharaj also gave that to me.
You are following what he gave. But I am very shy, because actually I have no qualification.
I can only depend upon the mercy of the Vaisnavas, and by their mercy it will be possible to
continue. This is my only hope.

When His Divine Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj came to the West,
he was alone. For one year, he tried very hard to preach Krsna consciousness. He didn’t
have a single man to assist him. But he was not hopeless. Keeping full faith in His Gurudev,
Om Visnupad Srila Bhakti Sidhhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur Prabhupada and his order
to him—*“You are qualified in the English language, and especially you have the heart to
preach; so try to preach Krsna consciousness in the English-speaking world”—that was his
wealth, and through that he was never hopeless. But I heard from him directly that in the
beginning when he tried to preach, he had to face many trials.

I joined when I was seventeen years old, in 1947. I feel that at that time I got his
mercy. Although he was a grhastha, I could see that his preaching tendency was very
unique. Srila Swami Maharaj was a businessman at that time. He had a laboratory,
‘Vimaltone Laboratories,” and above that laboratory he gave two rooms for Guru Maharaj’s
preaching. Actually he wanted to bring Guru Mahar3j out for preaching, in Calcutta and
other places. Guru Maharaj did not want to preach again in a very wide way, but Srila
Swami Mahara) was very enthusiastic to bring him out because he knew that especially Guru
Maharaj could preach Krsna consciousness, and he knew that Guru Maharaj was exclusively
devoted without any other distractions. Their friendship was very nice, and very intimate.
He tried to preach with the help of Guru Maharaj, but Guru Maharaj was not showing so
much enthusiasm at the time. But he kept trying. With a few brahmacharis Srila Swami
Maharaj started to preach in Calcutta. He was a businessman, and when customers came to
see him for business, he would preach Krsna consciousness. In this way, his business was
not very successfull Actually, that was the difficulty for him to continue his business nicely.
He could not do it because his mood was very high and his tendency was always to
preach—even 1n the newspaper he gave many advertisements, to the effect that ‘if anyone

wants to give their temple or if anyone wants to help us, we are ready to take that’; and from

many places calls came, and he took a few brahmacharis, of which I was one, and one or two )
o

others, and he tried to preach. It was very difficult. He was in the form of a grhastha, and at (
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that time I was a brahmachari in saffron cloth, and he would give me the Vydasasana, and he
would beforehand teach me a few slokas of Srimad-Bhagavatam. He told me, “Recite these
verses, and then [ shall explain them afterwards.” This was the preaching method.

His tendency was very exclusive to preach Krsna consciousness. And Mahaprabhu,
Nityananda Prabhu, and Prabhupada are not blind—They noted his tendency. Eventually
he left home. His sister, Srimati Bhavatarini Didi had much devotional regard for Srila Guru
Maharaj. She had also served Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada. She wanted to
take mantra initiation from Srila Guru Maharaj, but at that time Guru Maharaj was not
initiating anyone and he sent her to Srila Goswami Maharaj. She considered Srila Guru
Maharaj as her Gury; so she took initiation from Srila Goswami Maharaj, but always
continued serving Srila Guru Maharaj. So both—brother and sister—were both very
affectionate with Srila Guru Maharaj.

So when Srila Swami Maharaj wanted to preach exclusively, and nobody helped
him, still he was not hopeless. After taking sannyasa, he came to the West, to America. He
decided to start in America because he thought that his Guru Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada tried to preach in England and Europe by sending a very
qualified sannyast and lastly Sripad Aprakrta Prabhu, after sannyasa known as Srila Bhakti
Saranga Goswami Maharaj; they had preached there, but apparently that was not very
noticeable. They established a math, and preached to some of the higher echelons of
society, that is, the royalty, etc., but in a general way that preaching was not so noticeable
in fact. Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada tried very hard to preach.
Generally it was thought that if anyone accomplished any work in London—known in
Bengal at that time as ‘Bilat’, on returning to India they would get much respect. Srila
Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada wanted to take that opportunity—If we
can establish our mission firmly in England, then all Indians must give much respect to the
Gaudiya Mission’s conception.” But his will was fulfilled later, after his departure, by Srila
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Who is Prabhupada?

‘Prabhupada’ was first Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur, and later,
in the form Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami. Srila Guru Maharaj happily agreed with that—
“Yes, Prabhupada—He can uphold that title.” Some other disciples of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada were not happy to hear that word Prabhupada used for

anyone but directly their Guru. Still, we find that in a general sense the word Prabhupada is
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not the extremely highest title. We address devotees as Prabhu, and Prabhupada refers to a
sannydsi. We address brahmacharis as Prabhu, and Pada 1s the title of a sannyasi. Of course,
it is very respectable. It is also a title inherited by the Jati-Goswamis’ Gurus. They refer to all
their Gurus as Prabhupada. So there are many Prabhupadas in India. But when Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur preached the conception of Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu all over India in a very grand way, and everyone addressed him as
Prabhupada, then the title assumed a special position. But when we address our Gurudev as
Om Visnupada, the word Visnupada is higher than Prabhupada. But now, the word
Prabhupada has been given a new connotation—'one who can preach real Krsna
consciousness all over the world’ is now the meaning of Prabhupada. And this has
happened through the greatness of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur and
later Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj.

Anyhow, Srila Swami Maharaj’s intention was to preach Krsna consciousness by the
order of his Gurudev Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur, and he tried very
hard. But he was alone. No one helped him, not even his Godbrothers. Still, Guru Maharaj
was always behind him, and always gave him much inspiration. He wanted to make a
mission headed by Guru Maharaj, and he proposed it many times. First there was the
‘League of Devotees,” then the ‘International Society for Krsna Consciousness.” He
proposed that Guru Maharaj head a mission in 1948-49, but Guru Maharaj was not so
enthusiastic to accept such a post because he wanted to retire. And he had already
accepted retirement. But he ‘again got his service’ after Srila Swami Maharaj's preaching,

n fact!

So when Srila Swami Maharaj first came to the West, he tried very hard to preach
Krsna consciousness for one year. [ heard directly from his lotus mouth, “In New York I
had no food, no money . . . .” He had such a heartfelt desire, so Nityananda Prabhu,
Mahaprabhu, and his Gurudev could not tolerate his hardship. So they gave him the most
glorious and super position of a preacher of Krsna consciousness. About two days ago in
Hawaii, when the devotees arranged a meeting for me in a park, I saw two big trees there,
and I immediately remembered how Srila Swami Maharaj started, sitting under a tree with a
only a pair of karatalas, chanting Hare Krsna. But seeing that, Mahaprabhu and Nityananda
Prabhu could not tolerate it, and gave him the position of a supreme preacher of Krsna
consciousness. He got much austerity when he came here, and he tried so hard. But I
remember the day when I first came to the West. I have so many well-wishing friends, Srila
Guru Maharaj’s and Srila Swami Maharaj’s disciples, they have given me so much affection

and chance to preach Krsna consciousness. They are wholeheartedly inviting me to these
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Western countries. How have these things come to me? The only cause is Srila Swami
Mabharaj. He blasted a tunnel through the mountain of the Western ego! He blasted a big
tunnel, and I have come through that tunnel. Although it was extremely difficult for him
when he started, I am getting much encouragement. So we cannot but feel grateful to him
for this.

By the mercy of Srila Guru Maharaj and Srila Swami Maharaj I have many devotee
friends 1n this Western world, and also the Southern world like Australia. All these friends
are now very enthusiastic to preach Krsna consciousness. I may be a very insignificant and
unqualified fallen soul, but they are following the instruction of Srila Guru Maharaj. He
gave me the charge of his mission and everybody knows it, and when Guru Mahara) has
said that ‘this man is qualified and will be able to continue my succession’ I cannot deny
him. But although I cannot feel myself to have such a qualification it is not noticeable
because I have so many friends who are qualified devotees of Srila Guru Maharaj and Srila
Swami Maharaj—they know what is what and they can make a crow into Garuda. I am
very indebted to you all. You are giving me much respect, you are giving me everything,
but what shall I give to you? I have nothing to give you. Srila Swami Maharaj has given you
so much, and Srila Guru Maharaj gave even more. For the general conditioned souls Srila
Swami Maharaj arranged many facilities for the preaching of Krsna consciousness, and
Guru Maharaj supplied nourishment.

It is my special conception that of both the Gurus, one is as Avatara [Incarnation],
and one 1s as Avatari [Origin of all Incarnations]. Actually, Mahaprabhu came as
Yugavatara, and Srila Swami Maharaj came like a Yugavatara-preacher. But within
Mahaprabhu there was another Form. So I can see Srila Swami Maharaj and Srila Guru
Mabhargj in a nondifferent way—one Form as an Avatara, another as Avatari. You all know
that Guru Maharaj gave us the finest conception, and Srila Swami Maharaj made all the
arrangements—he arranged for the recipients of Krsna consciousness; he made the ground
and the field, and he planted the seed; he gave the chance. And Guru Maharaj gave very
good nourishment. That is my idea, and I consider that I have in both my Siksa and
Diksa-Gurus. But that is a general or more external matter. The internal meaning is much
deeper. No doubt, there are a few who may be denied, but most of the fortunate souls will
get, or have already gotten, that wealth of Krsna consciousness.

Now, the chanting of the Hare Krsna Mahamantra is all over the world. Who knew
about it before? Who knew of the Names of Mahaprabhu Chaitanyadev, Nityananda
Prabhu, the Paiicha-Tattva, and Radha-Krsna—before Srila Swami Maharaj? No one knew

anything about them. In that way they are very fortunate. Now, they not only know about
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Them, but they are giving their lives to Them as well. Guru Maharaj always used to

mention a song of Vasudev Ghosh,

it v A 7', o 5 23,
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GATO THTO (F 2 |l

yadi gaura na ha’ta, tabe ki haita,
kemane dharitam de

radhara mahima, prema-rasa-sima,

jagate janata ke?

“If Gauranga Mahaprabhu had not appeared in this world, how would we have
understood the position of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna and Their Prema—that Supreme Love and
Beauty? We would never have known about that.”

In this way we are so fortunate that now we have gotten that conception—it may not
be full, it may be only some percentage, but really that is enough for the tiny soul. €< ﬁ“j\
S5 $IH eka bindu jagat dubay—only one drop of such mercy and Krsna-Prema can
inundate the world. They have given that, and by their mercy we are becoming enlightened,
and we are trying to practise Krsna consciousness. Krsna consciousness is the deepest
conception of the Form of the Godhead. We can hear of many, many Forms of the Lord,
but the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna—His Love, Beauty, Effulgence,
everything—is extreme, and supreme. And this knowledge has been given to this world by
Srila Guru Maharaj and Srila Swami Maharaj.

I also consider myself to be very fortunate that I got their mercy, and from my youth
they were very merciful and affectionate to me. I received so much from them, and this is
why I am always alert to how I may serve them and how I may serve the devotees. Their
conception was service to the Vaisnavas, service to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga-Gandharvva-
Govindasundar, and Their Mission. This was Guru Maharaj's desire. When he gave
initiation to a sincere seeker, when they asked him what service he required of them, Guru
Maharaj always replied, “Serve the Deity, the devotees, and Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math.”
Service to the Vaisnavas and Sti Sr Guru-Gauranga is our life’s goal, and through that we
will achieve everything—Sri Sri Radha-Krsna and Their Pastimes in Vrndavan. Although
from here we cannot see and feel these things, when we properly serve the Guru and the

Vaisnava, we will get everything. That was their conception, and in the finest way they gave
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him the highest position. Not only the disciples of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati
Goswami Thakur, but Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur himself gave an
extremely high position to Srila Guru Maharaj. So naturally many of his (Srila Guru
Maharaj’s) Godbrothers were very affectionate to him and gave him that high position. The
last day before Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur wanted to leave this world

he called his very intimate associates, and when they gathered in his room he ordered Srila

Guru Maharjj to sing,

Srorgar 7w, (1R (I T,
TR (H -2 |
Sri-Rﬁpamaﬁjari pada, sei mora sampada,

sei mora bhajana-ptujana

Guru Maharaj was not in the room at the time, and Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati
- Goswami Thakur said, “Call Sridhar Maharaj.” Guru Maharaj was at that period doing night

duty in the room of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur. Everyone did two

hours of duty, and Guru Mahar3j took the most difficult time of duty, which was 2.00 to

4.00 a.m. Everyone feels to sleep at that time, and Guru Maharaj accepted that time for his
duty. After 4.00 a.m., when the man on the next shift had come, Guru Maharaj went to lie
down for a while. He did not sleep at that time, but he just rested, because within an hour
would be arati time, and everyone would join there. So when he was resting in this way,
Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur’s call came. Guru Maharaj went there
and his Gurudev ordered him, “Oh Sridhar Maharaj, sing QAN I, (T2 K T

Sri-Rﬁpamaﬁjari pada, sei mora sampada. Everyone knew that Srila Bhakti Siddhanta

Saraswati Goswami Thakur would leave the world, and all were in a most attentive mood.

Guru Maharaj could not sing very nicely in the sense that he felt shy, and he somewhat

hesitated to sing that high song. At that time, Sri Kunjabihari Vidyabhisana Prabhu, the
secretary of the Gaudiya Math [later Srimad B.V. Tirtha Maharaj] was the leader in
management; and he indicated that a certain Brahmachari could sing very nicely, so he
directed him to sing instead. Of course, that was his right to direct who would sing—he was
an intimate servitor of Prabhupada, and secretary as well. But Prabhupada denied. When

that Brahmachari Prabhu started to sing, Prabhupada said, “I don’t want to hear the tune,

Sridhar Maharaj will sing this song.” Everyone was stunned. Guru Maharaj was also very )

anxious, but he started to sing, and after completing the whole song Prabhupada said, “I am 7
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happy.” Then he ordered others to sing some songs like Q_'i V-9 OIRRICS &N tuhu
daya-sagara tarayite prani and others. But from that day all the Godbrothers of Guru
Maharaj said many times, and I heard it from them directly, “We have not seen before how
heart transmission was possible; but that day we saw how Prabhupada transmitted his
power of the Rupanuga Sampradaya [to Guru Mahar3)].” After that, everyone gave high
respect to Guru Maharaj as a Sampradaya Acharyya of the Rapanuga Line.
At that time there were many exalted and highly qualified sannyasi and grhastha
disciples of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur. Of course, there were also

many brahmacharis as well. After the departure of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati

Goswami Thakur many of those exalted brahmachart and grhastha disciples took sannyasa
from Srila Guru Maharaj.
Srila Swami Maharaj also wanted to take sannyasa from Srila Guru Maharaj and

approached him for that. But their friendship was very close, and Guru Maharaj knew his

whole family history. After all, they lived together practically like the same family for so
long. So Guru Maharaj said that if he were to give him sannyasa immediately, he would be
held responsible by Srila Swami Maharaj's family if problems arose as a result; if this
happened he would feel much difficulty. He advised Srila Swami Maharaj to go to
Vrndavan and wait six months first. But Srila Swami Maharaj said, “No, I have no time! I
need sannydsa immediately, and I shall go after that.” Then Srila Swami Maharaj said that
Srimati Bhavatarini Didj, his sister, had already promised to look after his family. She had ‘
told him, “Dada, you take sannyasa. Business is not your life. You cannot do business. Go
out and preach.” She gave him the hope that somehow she would manage for his family.
But because Srila Swami Maharaj and Srila Guru Maharaj were very intimate, dear friends,
Srila Guru Maharaj hesitated. But when he persisted, Guru Maharaj said, “I gave sannyasa
to Srila Kesav Maharaj, so if you want sannydsa from me you can take the mantram from

him, and 1t will be as good, no problem.”
The Origin of the Name ‘Bhaktivedanta’

Then Srila Swami Maharaj asked what name he would take, and Srila Guru Maharaj
said, “Bhaktivedanta—this is your name, and you can take any title along with that.” That
name had also been given to him by Srila Guru Maharaj previously. In this way, Srila Guru

Maharaj was very exalted in the Sampradaya of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami

Thakur, and everybody gave much honour to him. Not only that, if there was any

disturbance in the Sampradaya, or if anyone encountered any particularly difficult question,
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) they would immediately come to Srila Guru Maharaj for consultation, after which they |
i would follow his advices. In fact practically all the prominent Godbrothers took sannyasa
from Guru Maharaj after the departure of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami
Thakur, and those who did not do so took advice from Srila Guru Mahargj on the
appropriate person to take sannyasa from, where the proper honour of their Sannyasa-Guru
would be preserved. Srila Madhav Maharaj was also a very exalted personality. He said to
Guru Maharaj, “After Prabhupada, you are my Guru.” Although Srila Guru Mahargj did not

‘ give him sannyasa, he asked him, “I still think you are my Sannyasa-Guru, but even if you

don't give me sannydsa, give my name.” And Guru Maharaj gave two proposals, one of
which was Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava, the one he accepted. Then Srila Madhav Maharaj
gave Guru Maharaj his full dandavat [prostrate obeisance] and went to take sannydsa from
another sannyast. All the devotees were very exalted at the time of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Prabhupada, but after his departure they all gave supreme respect and honour to
Srila Guru Mahar3j as their Guru.

Guru Maharaj was very firm in the deepest conception of the Ripanuga
Sampradaya, and for that everyone gave him much respect; but he was never very eager to

receive it. Still, they always gave it. Guru Mahargj did not go anywhere, but everyone would

come to see him, and they were always highly satisfied. For example, Srila Goswami
Mabharaj held a very high position at the time; and he gave a lecture, which I taped, in which
he said, “We are very enthusiastic to preach Krsna consciousness. And when we are
preaching, from time to time we are eager to know the opinion of Srila Sridhar Mahargj
about our preaching. We are eager to know how he considers our preaching. If he thinks it
is good, then we feel that we are getting double energy!”

When the lion walks, after a while he looks behind. Then he goes so far, and again
looks behind. That is the nature of the lion. This 1s called mmsimhdvalokanam n

Sanskrit. So in effect Srila Goswami Maharaj was saying, “We are preaching with our full

energy, but then we are looking behind to see—'what does Srila Sridhar Maharaj think
about it”” ” And he added, “This is the feeling of us all in this meeting today.”

Srila Swami Maharaj, after a world tour, when returning to India would always meet

with Srila Sridhar Maharaj. When he would describe the events and results of his tour, Guru

Maharaj was very happy to hear, and Srila Swami Maharaj was also very happy that
“everything was accepted by Srila Sridhar Maharaj.” They had many discussions on the
finest points of Krsna conception. Those discussions were very high, and I am fortunate I
‘ | had the opportunity to hear them. They were also very affectionate to me. It is natural. We }

were very few brahmacharis, and I stayed with Guru Maharaj all the time, so automatically 7
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they gave their affection to me. In my youth I stayed with Srila Swami Maharaj in his
house, and I was in charge of the Chaitanya Saraswat Math branch there, at 7 Sita Kanta
Banerjee Lane. And Guru Maharaj ordered me to learn Srimad Bhagavad-Gita from Srila
Swami Maharaj whenever Guru Maharaj was away from Calcutta. Guru Maharaj also sent
me many times with him for preaching. Not only that, I would go to preach shop-to-shop
at Bara Bazaar, but at that time I had no books for distribution. Srila Swami Maharaj told
me, “You distribute this Back to Godhead.” He had published two or three editions, but
due to lack of funds he could not continue it. So he had a fairly large quantity stored in his
room. Who would distribute it? There was no one. So when I joined, Srila Swami Maharaj
told me, “Take the Back to Godhead and distribute it door-to-door.” And so I was the first
distributor of Back to Godhead.

So wealth has come to me in many ways. Wealth means—the affection of the
Gurus. Maybe I am very unqualified. I did not even study at school. I was a very naughty
boy. The teacher would beat me every day, so I would stay away. So, no schoolwork. But
what qualification has come to me is from Guru Maharaj. I have no fear. Many are fearful
to 1nvite questions, but I feel it 1s very good for me if anyone asks me questions. It is by the
mercy of Guru Maharaj and the Vaisnavas. I am always declaring, “Questions are very
good for me, you can ask any question about Krsna consciousness.” I have no fear because
I heard for so long from Guru Maharaj, so some idea has grown in me; and by their mercy
what I do not know will also come to me. Like English—I can speak now—but my friend
here remembers very well the days when we travelled in the train together, but we could
not speak a single word to each other! But now I can speak . . . .

By the mercy of Srila Guru Maharaj—after Srila Swami Maharaj departed, Guru
Maharaj accepted his servitors and followers in many ways. He was the very affectionate
and close friend of Srila Swami Maharaj, and that is why after Srila Swami Maharaj’s
departure he accepted his followers, his associates, and tried to continue the movement of

Krsna consciousness happily. And now, as you can see, it is continuing.
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All Glory to the Divine Master
‘ ‘ and the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna Chaitanya

Awakening Our Hearts to Eternal Joy

l Orn Visnupad Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj
[Canberra, Australia, 19th June, 1992]

l Actually, we have come here to give something of the essence of what is already

present in your heart.

3famd, s, s S e |

uttisthata, jagrata, prapya varan nibodhata

This is Upanisad-vani—the Message of the Upanisads: “It is your property, take it.
It is not the property of any human body. Actually it is the property of the jiva (soul). That
is Krsna consciousness. Uttisthata—you are sleeping. You do not know who you are. It is

necessary to give some consciousness to you—you are sleeping, and you must wake up.

You are sons of the nectarean ocean, and there are many beautiful jewels within the ocean;
and that is your own property. You take it!” The Upanisads, Veda, Vedanta—every

Scripture helps to remind us of this truth.

3y, StTurd, 3T S e |
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uttisthata, jagrata, prapya varan nibodhata
ksurasya dhara nisita duratyaya

durgam pathas tat kavayo vadanti
(Kathopanisad 1.3.14)

There 1s no doubt that everyone is sleeping in the illusion of this environment.

N Actually, we are jiva-souls, but now our position is that of conditioned souls. The existence
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of the jiva-soul is always in freedom, and with willing, feeling and thinking. He 1s not dead
matter at all, but, he is sleeping. If someone sleeps and dreams that a tiger has come to
attack him, or some robber has come to attack him, in that state he 1s very disturbed, and

| he cries, “Save me, save me!” But no intelligent person will take up any weapon or defence.
He will only try to wake him up. “You are only dreaming. This is not your actual position,
get up! see where you are.” So this is the necessity. Upanisads, Veda, Vedanta—everywhere
we see that they make us ready for the service of Krsna. That's the attitude of all the

Scriptures. In Vedanta-Darsan we see the first two phrases:

STUTAT ST~ TSTSITET || SR d: 12

athato brahma-jijiasa, janmadyasya yatah (1.1.1,2)

This is the first question, and the answer is also given. The question 1s, “What do
you need? You need Brahma-conception. You are living here, and you have seen many
things here. You have much experience about this world. Maybe you cannot remember
your previous life, or you cannot know your future life, but in the present life you have seen

many things. What have you seen?”

3TR=IRA T oSt aHafe |
Ivferaffesi< fragzva: W

ahany ahani bhiitani gachchhanti yamamandiram

§esa-sthiratvam ichchhanti kim aécharyyam atah param

Many questions were asked by Dharmma, Yamaraj [lord of final judgement], to
Yudhisthir Maharaj in the Mahabharata. There, it is told that one day Yudhisthir Mahara) |
and his brothers were feeling very thirsty. He sent his brothers to a lake to fetch some
water. But present there in the form of a bird was Dharmmaraj. That bird said to Sahadev,

“Before taking any water, answer my questions, otherwise you will die.” Sahadev thought,

“Oh, he is just a bird, and he’s trying to control me?” He ignored it and took water.

Immediately he fell dead there. In this way, the four Pandavas—Sahadeva, Nakula, Arjjuna

\ and Bhima—all ignored the bird. They were all laid down dead. Yudhisthir was waiting,

but nobody came. He was very disturbed, and anxiously he went there. He was also very ;

thirsty. When he reached he found his four brothers lying down as corpses. He proceeded

to the lake, and the bird made a sound, “Oh, Yudhisthir, please wait! First answer my

</
N questions and then take water. Your brothers did not pay me any heed, and so they have 7
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died. You will also die if you don't listen to me.” Yudhisthir thought, “My brothers are
very powerful. This is no ordinary bird. Maybe he’s some demigod taking the form of a
bird before me.” Then he asked the bird, “What are your questions?” One by one the bird
asked his important questions to Yudhisthir Maharaj, who gave him the answers. Lastly,

there were four questions that are especially famous.

o1 = A, formre=in, & gee, &%: gl

ka cha vartta, kim ascharyyam, kah pantha, kah sukhi?

The first question was, “What's the news?” Anyone will say to read the newspaper,
but Yudhisthir Maharaj knew that this bird was no ordinary bird. He thought, “If he were
ordinary, how could he have killed my brothers?” So he replied, “Yes, this is the news—

Hraee qiEEA gettEr afrfeErs |
T HRTHTE A T8 AT h1e: T ar |
masarttu-darvvi parighattanena sturyyagnina ratridivendhanena

asmin mahamohamaye katahe bhiitani kalah pachatiti vartta

“This is the real news: with the rising and setting of the sun, the jiva-soul 1s like
uncooked food, and that food is being cooked by Kala or Yamaraj. How does he do this?
Through the months and seasons he cooks that food; fire is necessary for cooking, and the
sun is like the fire, and the days and nights are like the wood; and this world 1s like the big
pot in which the living beings are being fried by Kala. This is the news.”

The bird was satisfied. The next question was, “What is the wonder of this world?”
Yudhisthir Maharaj could have named the seven wonders of the world, but he didn't.

What he described as miraculous was this:

e A a1 Tesi< FHAfe |
IfeRE e feEagzd: g
ahany ahani bhiitani gachchhanti yamamandiram

$esa-sthiratvam ichchhanti kim ascharyyam atah param

“The embodied souls are day by day going to the house of Yamaraj, that 1s, they are
always advancing towards death. We see maybe father, or mother, or grandmother,

grandfather or neighbour—every day many are dying in the hospital. In front of me many
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insects are dying, many trees are dying, many animals are dying, many humans are dying.
Practically every day this is happening in front of us. But we are thinking we will stay so
long. We are making many nice plans for ourselves, and that is the real wonder! It is so
mysterious. The jiva-soul cannot understand that ‘at any moment I may die, and after
death what will be my fate?” They don't think about this. They think, ‘Maybe grandfather or
grandmother died, maybe this or that died, but I shall stay forever.” And they are making
many preparations for that stay. That is the wonder of this world. They cannot understand
that at any moment Yamaraj can take them.”

The answer to the second question was given. The third question was, “What is the

way?” Yudhisthir did not give any vague direction. He said,

e farfiren agaa fafisn Ararg e ud = fism)
e o< Tafed TeTat TRTSHI 39 TTd: | ge: )
veda vibhinna smrtayo vibhinna nasav rsir yasya matarh na bhinnam

dharmmasya tattvam nihitarh guhayam mahajano yena gatah sa panthah

Yudhisthir answered in this way: “In the Vedas you will see several kinds of advices
for the jiva-souls—do fire sacrifice, do Chandrayana-vrata [eating regulated according to the
phases of the moon], etc., etc. We see that many things are advised in the Vedas. And the
interpreters or the rsis are also showing the path of their own realization. Some advise to do
karmma, some advise to do yoga, some advise the line of jiana, and some advise us to take
the line of Bhakti-marga. But the real path of life, we do not know. ‘What is the way?’, we
cannot understand.”

Yudhisthir Maharaj said, “There’s no need to proceed haphazardly like that. You
must proceed on the real path of the Mahajan who is firm in consciousness and properly
practising Krsna consciousness. You follow that. That is the only way.” Mahajan means
one who is firm within his spiritual consciousness and proceeding to his destination. So
Yudhisthir Maharaj said, “Follow the saints. Really, by reading the Veda, Vedanta,
Upanisad, Puranas, Mahabharata, etc., we cannot understand. We will only spend our
time without understanding the thought within; we can know that only with the help of an
expert person.”

The last question was, “Who is happy?” Yudhisthir Mahara) said,

feaamey art e gefa A e |
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) arni apravasi cha sa nara hi sukhi bhavet

“One who can work the whole day, but doesn’t take much for his maintenance. One

who gains something, but won't borrow money from others; and he has some place to

reside. He practises Krsna consciousness within his own zone. He doesn’t disturb others,
himself, or his family. He is a very happy man. Thus 1s the happy man in the world.”

Yudhisthir Maharaj answered that bird in this way. Then the bird showed his
original form of Yamaraj, Dharmma, who had come to examine them. Being pleased, he
offered Yudhisthir a boon. Then Yudhisthir said, “My brothers are not ordinary men, but
by your influence they have now fainted—Ilost all consciousness; you please give life to

them.” Yamaraj gave life back to the four brothers, and Yudhisthir Maharaj happily took the

water and went his way.
Search for the Absolute

We have seen many things in this mundane world. If we try to realize for ourselves
what is good and what is bad, we shall also understand. It won’t be necessary to take help
from outside. Still, that 1s not sufficient for our human life. We need even more than that,
and that 1s Krsna consciousness, enquiry after God. This 1s especially necessary in the
human stage of life. We have power for realization and we have the tendency to worship and
serve. Amongst jungle-dwellers it has been seen that some worship fire, others worship the
sun, or the moon. It is their tendency. Every soul has the tendency to give honour to what
1s greater than himself. That tendency is coming from their own heart.

A goat or any animal has no need to be taught how to reproduce in this world. They
are automatically involved in propagating their species. Similarly it is natural for every jiva-
soul to search for what is superior to themselves. Ultimately, they must try to find out the
Supreme Power. But because they don't find it directly before them they search
haphazardly, and their only reward is death and birth.

The Lord is very merciful to every jiva-soul. From time to time He comes to this
mundane world Himself or sends some saint on His behalf to awaken the residents back to
their senses; they are all sleeping, dreaming. He Himself gives them back their sense, or

sends His ambassadors, and they also give something to help them awaken from that

dream. That is the real matter, and that 1s reality.

A &)
T Reality 1s the Beautiful, and we need Him. Now, the second siitra of Vedanta-darsan I./
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says, janmadyasya yatah—"From Him everything emanates, by Him everything 1s
maintained, and by Him all 1s annihilated.”
‘ ’ If you could search throughout this whole universe you would find that there 1s One
who creates the whole universe. There is the sun, moon and stars—many manifestations in |
‘ ‘ the universe. Millions of bodies are 1n outer space, yet they never sufter any collision. All
run their own orbit. There must be some power for this to happen. Who has created that |
power? We need to realize this, and we have the capacity to do so. Without some power in | ’
" control millions of planets cannot continue their orbits at high speed without colliding. ‘
And when one day there is a collision, we call that the maha-pralaya, the annihilation. That }
time is selected—by someone. Who is that person? We must search. In our search we find ‘
many searchers comment about that creator, but they cannot actually touch His Lotus Feet. ‘
| Only when that upper level comes down to us is it possible for us to understand that {
Infinite Power. ‘
} An ant i1s walking. He has no power to know himself; yet, I have the power to touch

that ant. When I touch him, he feels something from the ‘upper level’ upon himself. When I |

' remove my hand, he feels the absence. Again, I can touch him. In that way, when the power
of knowing Him comes from the upper level, only then can we understand that Infinite ‘
‘ Power. Scniptural experts have tried in many ways, and some have had a revelation of that

Power; and immediately, for the benefit of others, they noted their findings in their books.

But through that knowledge, everyone cannot understand everything. ‘
One who wishes to know the theory of mathematics can gain that knowledge through

a mathematician. In all fields, whether mathematics, literature, etc., we need to contact an ‘

expert in that line. Similarly, if we want transcendental knowledge, we must follow one who
is proficient in that line. Then we can understand what ultimate form that Supreme Power ‘ |
possesses.

Through the Scriptures such as Srimad Bhagavad-Gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, ‘ |

eighteen kinds of Puranas, and the Mahabharata we can learn that He is the Onginator,

Sustainer and Annihilator of everything. In many places in the Scniptures His Qualities are ‘ ‘
‘ also expressed as satyam, sivam, sundaram. Satyam means that His existence 1s eternal;

$tvam means mangalam—He can always do good for others; and sundaram means that He ‘ |
‘ is the Supreme Beautiful. And reality 1s the Beautiful. This 1s the expression of our Guru

Maharaj when explaining satyam, sivam, sundaram.

‘ Search for Sri Krsna—Reality the Beautiful. We need beauty, love, happiness, joy;
and we can find all these things in the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. The

\ Srimad-th‘lgavatam says,
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ete charhsa-kalah pumsah krsnas tu bhagavan svayam
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indrari-vyakulam lokam mrdayanti yuge yuge

That Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead is openly declared by the
Bhagavatam. And Krsna Himself says in the Gita,

o7% f& wedagMT e =¥ W A |
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aham hi sarvva-yajhanarh bhokta cha prabhur eva cha

na tu mam abhijananti tattvenata$ chyavanti te
(9.24)

“I alone am the Enjoyer and Rewarder of all sacnifices; those who cannot know Me as
such again undergo birth, disease, infirmity and death.”

“I am the Personality of Godhead—take shelter in My Lotus Feet and I shall protect
you from any offence or sin, don't worry. Take shelter under My umbrella, then no rain of

mundanity can ever disturb you. My Lotus Feet are like a big umbrella—take shelter there.”

This is the way of the expression of Srimad Bhagavad-Gita. The Upanisads are showing us:
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nayam atma pravachanena labhyo

na medhaya na bahuna $rutena
yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas
tasyaisa atma vivrnute tantm svam

(Kathopanisad 1.2.23)

“You cannot capture that Supreme Lord—by speaking and speaking, or preaching

and preaching, you cannot get His mercy; you may have much intelligence, but you will
\ ¢

: not get Him through that; and you may have great Scriptural knowledge, but that won't get j
."‘I :-\\ //_; |
({20 : cri))
;‘\\‘_’./:’fé-‘f\ = y 2

SN — 81 — VNI




7

you His mercy. Then how can you get Him? Only if He wants to come into your heart
can you understand Him. If He comes willingly—that 1s, mercifully—then you can
understand Him.

This 1s our position. So the Lord said, TR A 9T HETHIT a3 d | mam eva ye
prapadyante mayam etarh taranti te. “If you want liberation from this illusory environ-
ment you must take shelter unto My Lotus Feet.” Wofwhwﬁaw sarvva-dharmman
parityajya—leave what you know as religion or non-religion. Leave the bad, but also leave
the good. You cannot digest all the good, so it is not necessary to try to digest everything.
So leave good, bad, and everything. Sarvva-dharmman means this. But HIH Y0} ST
mam ekam §aranam vraja—I have previously given you many guidelines; maybe you can

follow them, maybe you cannot. Now leave both ideas and take shelter in Me.

AT 99 HSeh! WSt | TR |
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man mani bhava mad-bhakto mad yaji mam namaskuru
mam evaisyasi satyarh te pratijane priyo 'si me

(18.65)

“Think of Me, worship Me, offer your very self unto Me, and surely you will reach
Me. Sincerely, this is My promise to you because you are My dear friend.”

“Because you are my dear friend, I am telling the very naked truth to you. It is a very
stark matter—for others. Nobody can say, ‘T'ake shelter in my lotus feet.” But I am saying it

openly. You may not know everything and it is not necessary for you to know everything.
Take shelter in Me and [ shall do the needful for you.” But after that, Krsna said to Arjjuna,

& d AR ATHEHR FHEr |
T AV ArA T F 07 ASFgAfd |
(3¢/89)
idam te natapaskaya nabhaktaya kadachana
na chasusriisave vachyarm na cha mar yo 'bhyastyati
(18.67)
“You should never disclose this hidden treasure to those devoid of sacrificing
temperament, the faithless, those averse to My service, or those malicious persons who are

envious of Me.”

&

e j/:f\c




“It’s not necessary to tell everyone this conception. They can’t believe it. They have
no capacity to receive it in their hearts, so it will incur offence to tell it to others. But I have
told you everything because you are my very dear friend, and I want to do good for you.”

Then Arjuna said,

T HIE: Wfaoes SeETE I |
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nasto mohah smrtir labdha tvat prasadan mayachyuta
sthito ’smi gata-sandehah karisye vachanam tava

(18.73)

“Now I am taking shelter unto Your Lotus Feet, and I have gotten relief from
illusion. By Your grace I am firmly set in Your conception. I have no doubt now. I shall do
whatever You tell me to.”

That is called surrender and devotion. And this is the final advice of Krsna in the
Bhagavad-Gita. So if we search for someone He must be Reality, and Reality the Beautiful.
Otherwise we are attracted by beauty and trying to get happiness and joy. If beauty is not
present in the origin, how do we think of these things? It must be within the origin. So the

Upanisads have said,

WA | T EEE T 9afd |
(@ 2/9)
raso vai sah, rasarh hy evayarm labdhvanandi bhavati

(Taittiriyopanisad 2.7)

“All ecstasy, all nectar is within Him, the Supreme Personality of Godhead; and who
gets His connection will get that Ananda, Rasa—Divine Ecstasy, Nectar.”

So we are searching. But what are we searching for? We shall first try to realize this.
This is the meaning of athato (athato brahma-jijniasa) in the Vedanta-darsan. First atha
indicates what is to be known—that is Brahma. What is the Brahma-conception? If we try

. i . B = . . . . .
to realize it we will see, SATTALH TY IS WHT<IH | jyotir abhyantare ripam

atularh §yamasundaram. Brahma or the Supreme God never has the position of nirakara,

nirvvisesa or nihsaktika—He is never formless, undifferentiated or impotent. We always see
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power working in everything, and the origin can never be powerless. The origin must be
powerful. Further, in this world everyone is searching for love, whether through a
relationship with one’s father, mother, wife or daughter. This would not be felt in us if it
were not in the origin. It is such a simple matter. So the statement of the Upanisads is
perfect. “That Supreme Truth is Ecstasy. Attaining Him, the soul attains all joy.” This is

the Krsna conception.
How and Why Krsna?

And why Krsna conception? Krsna proclaims Himself the Supreme, but will others
believe 1t? Still, if we try to realize the truth of Krsna's words by going to a master of
realization, by his association we can immediately understand that satyam, sivam and
sundaram—the full-fledged All-good, Reality the Beautiful—is possible only in the Krsna
conception. All other conceptions show some deficiency.

There are five kinds of Rasas or Ecstatic Divine Relationships with the Lord playing
everywhere in the Transcendental World. He is not formless, undifferentiated or impotent.
He has form, qualities and power. If we are searching for quality, how can our origin not
have quality? It 1s not possible. If we are searching for beauty, beauty must also be in our
origin. In this way, if we try to have some realization, we must ultimately come to Krsna
consciousness. There 1s no other way. This is the advice of the Vedic Scriptures. It is so
very good for us if we can spend some time for the realization of Krsna consciousness. We
are trying to get it within our hearts. We are chanting the Hare Krsna Mahamantra as given
by Mahaprabhu Sti Chaitanyadev, and this is the main goal of life. We need all that is
good, not bad, and this is possible by coming into the Line of Sriman Mahaprabhu; and
Mahaprabhu has taught us humility, tolerance and giving honour to others. This is the
process to proceed to our destination. This is the way to proceed to the association of the

Supreme Personality of Godhead in the Transcendental World.
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All Glory to the Divine Master
and the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna Chaitanya

Transcendental Chronicle

Om Vispupad Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj

[Sri Nabadwip Dham, 10th March, 1981]

All the top sages and saints were assembled there; and Pariksit Maharaj put the
question, “Death is sure for me within seven days. How can I utilize my time? You are so
many authorities, and by the grace of the Lord you have fortunately assembled here. I am at
your disposal. Help me, that after this certain death I may attain blissful life.”

Then according to their stages of realization, they gave advice. Some said yoga [or
meditation], some recommended tapasya [religious penance], some danam [charity], and
so on. But Pariksit Maharaj again very humbly submitted, “You, of course, please give some
unanimous verdict so it will be easy for me to follow your advice.” They were discussing
and consulting amongst themselves, but differences were going on in their opinions. At that
very time, Sukadev Goswami appeared.

A young man of sixteen, without any dress—quite naked—but a good figure.
Beautiful, stout and strong. Appearing as though half-mad, he entered the assembly. Some
boys ran behind him, throwing dust and this and that, just as to a madman. The whole
assembly stood in respect. The boys disappeared. All conjectured, “This must be that Suka
about whom we have heard, but not had the chance of seeing. Perhaps that boy has come?”
So all rose in respect, and then they could recognize him. Vyasadeva was also there. So
Sukadev Goswami was welcomed, and unanimously he was given the chair of the speaker.

Then all the leading gentry of religious India of the time unanimously said, “We are
all very eager to hear from this youth. Maharaj, you are greatly fortunate. Your fortune has
attracted him; so put questions to him, and let us all hear submissively. We have got a very
good opportunity, and we want to hear him speak. We have waited for a long time to know
his realization. In his eyes there is no distinction of man or woman. Women do not see
anything in his eyes that they feel the necessity of shyness—such is his vision, which 1s not

fixed 1n any worldly plane. There is no charm of any worldly thing in his heart. His eyes, his




) everything is meant for something transcendental. So we are very eager to know his
realization. Put your questions to him.”

Sukadev Goswami also gave his own introduction. He expressed his own position: |
gfefafgarsia éf’iﬂa— “T was standardly trained in transcendental knowledge, and I am
established there. But, STHHTHSTHAT ‘E:Tﬂ%ﬁ'f—my attention has been forcibly snatched
to some higher cosmos, above the transcendental impersonal conception.”

Generally, the philosophers of this world take the transcendental to be impersonal.

Infinite and zero are of the same characteristic. So it is an area in which we cannot have any

entrance as a subject for investigation. The subject has its stand far below; he can only
conjecture some hazy thing. This is the position of the jiva-soul. So his view is only
something cloudy, like sky. So the spiritual sky is also seen as one sees an infinite blue sky,
that is, Brahma. Non-differentiated, non-specified, infinite space, which we cannot have
any practical experience of. Nirguna. That is the summation of all negation. To us, the

positive experience is confined only to this world. This ear-experience, this eye-experience,

touch-experience, etc. Our property here is the sum total of these experiences and

| something drawn from the mental world. This is saguna. And all this experience fails to \
i | have any conjecture of that background, so that is nirguna. All experiences are absent there. \
The positive knowledge of our experience is completely absent there. So that is nirguna. Or
so we are told by the philosophers of this world.
aftfafedrsta %ﬁ@— “I am well established there. - means ;:'rr{rrﬁaﬁm, ‘perfectly’ I
am established there, always in connection of what you call negation of all these positive

things we experience in this world. ITH: 4o [T JEraedl T — “But Oh King, here |

give vent to my real stage: STH: GIFHFAIAAT | Some extraordinarily higher wave, current, has

carried me to some other world, and that cannot be a part of this world of experience.
3IqH: —3d means 3Gd: ?ﬂﬁ, ﬁ?ﬂh | No nescience is to be traced there, no darkness, no
ignorance. Of that I am sure. That sphere is all light, all knowlege. All else 1s below. That 1s

rather the foundation. He is all consciousness, pure consciousness. Nothing mundane 1s to

be traced there. This is beyond all conceptions of ignorance, beyond misconception. I:
ST and STH:4TF: | TF means charitra, ‘conduct.’ A flow of life 1s be traced there which

| cannot be compared with anything of this mundane jurisdiction. A higher conception of life,

rather the highest conception of life. I am captured totally by the charm of that sort of life,
that sort of Pastimes, that sort of flow of nectarine activity. I have come in connection with |
this; TJETaeral Wﬁ—my understanding has been forcibly carried and engaged there. I can’t
come away, I can’t come down from that charming land. ST FEHTIAT I — So I had to

come to my father Vedavyasa. Before this, he tried his best to take me to that direction, but
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//'r I didn'’t care to know about it. I had to return to my father, and as a regular student I had to \
f study the ways and nature of that Higher Entity. N
e Asfrgmeiy geTaTefy] HAT{ | — “You are a great personality, and it is

befitting you have the highest prospect of life, the highest end. You are fortunate to receive

that sort of attainment. I shall just try to give you the news of my experience of the
1 Transcendental Lila of the Reality, the Beautiful. Divine Love.” !

The Teachings of Sri Sukadev in Seven Days

With this introduction he began to deliver his lecture which continued for seven
days. Through different questions and answers Krsna-Lila was established, and all the
1 religious authorities of the time very submissively gave their hearing to the Teachings of |
Sukadev Goswami, grimad—Bh&gavatam. Krsna-Lila i1s meant for whom? The Lila 1s
Transcendental. It has much similarity with the lustful movements of this world, but it is

just the opposite.
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For the souls in bondage, their aspiration is mostly men for women, and women for
men. Because we find there the most food for the senses. The food of the major portion of
our senses 1s to be found there. So natural attraction is there, in all of nature, even in the
trees, the beasts, human beings—we find this everywhere. But this is a perverted reflection.
And just the opposite—like Sumeru and Kumeru—South pole and North pole—one 1s
desperately searching after sense-pleasure, and another, the opposite: the highest dedication
one can command for the satisfaction of the Centre. In this plane there is provincialism,
selfishness, and extended selfishness. But in the infinite, extended selfishness has no value.

I may be self-interested, or have at heart the interest of the family members, or the society,

or the country; or even the whole globe or the whole solar system. But that is only an

| ‘ infinitely small part. In comparison with the Infinite Existence it has no value. So what is
the conception of the whole? We must dedicate everything. Even an atom of our energy
should go to the Centre, and nothing less than that will do. And what sort of centre? In the
AN Bhagavad-Gita, Krsna says to Arjjuna,
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“What more shall I try to enumerate to you Arjjuna? I am here, I am there, every-
thing 1s within Me; know in a nutshell that whatever you can conceive of is contained in
but a fraction of Me.” This is the conception of the Infinite.

We once read, ‘Everywhere there is centre, nowhere circumference; this is the
infinite.” This offers us some suggestion of the infinite. So whatever the smallest energy I
can command, it must be directed toward the Centre who represents the Whole Infinite,
and more—so many infinities constitute a part of Him. How to connect with that most
difhcult to conceive Reality?

It can only come down by the deductive method—Srauta-pantha, and never by the
empirical method. He can come, but we cannot go there. We can only submissively
accept. That 1s by our free will, and free will must be guided by sukrti, fortune, jiata or
ajaata—knowingly or unknowingly. Then it comes to the level of sraddha, faith proper.
IR Of & (I FE T FO I || If ] serve the Centre, everything is served, and perfectly.
Otherwise if [ serve anything else, that is like a conspiracy between two robbers or thieves.
Nothing more than that. Misguided, they combine for a conspiracy. So the centre of
welfare of the whole must be detected, otherwise our energy will be lost. How 1s it
possible? Is it possible at all? The unknown and unknowable, the ‘N'th degree. Can we

reckon on entering the infinite?
The Infinite can be known by the finite?

I mentioned several times before, I was challenged by one ‘Vedic’ leader, “If the
finite can know the infinite, He's not infinite.” And I could reply, by the grace of my Guru
Maharaj, “If the infinite cannot make Himself known to the finite, then He’s not infinite.”

So in that direction the connection may come—from the direction of the infinite.
And we have to catch that. Only His agents can help us to catch the thread. This 1s the gist
of the matter.

Every sincere offering will be considered when everything of high value is offered to
the feet of God and Gurudev. For so long our minds have been captured by the charm of
the beauty of this world. All of it should be dedicated to God and the Guru, and that way
we can get relief from the charm of those bright things in this world. Everything considered

to be good must be devoted to Them.
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Varnasrama-Dharmma is to dedicate everything to Krsna. But in an indirect way. So
in the dialogue with Sri Ramananda Ray, Sriman Mahaprabhu said, 42| 1, ST F7 WA

—“This is also superficial, go deeper.”
Ramananda Ray said, WW’M, FHEAGAR | “We must be fully conscious that

all the activities of Varnasrama have not indirect, but direct connection with Krsna.” If the

fruits of all work are offered with a mantra like TACHHES HTFITA Wﬁm, that 1s only

the indirect way to ‘touch the nose’ as such. But directly, everything is meant to satisfy

Krsna. We should discharge any sort of duty in this world, merged with that consciousness.

With Krsna consciousness at heart. So everything considered charming and beautiful must
be devoted to the Service, and then only can we get out of the charm of those things. By the
utilization of the present environment for the Service of the Lord, we can cross this world
successfully and go up towards a more conscious and spiritual area—the soul area. Bhar,
Bhuvar, Svar, Mahar, Janar, Tapo, Satya—these are the planes (lokas) of this world.

I asked Swami Maharaj to construct a Temple where the whole Gaudiya Vaisnava
Philosophy will be demonstrated. I had a mind to construct such a Temple here, but that
was too ambitious and I could not do it. When I was told that he would build a Temple
there [in Mayapur], I humbly put forward my desire. I wanted a Temple to be built
according to the Brhad-Bhagavatamrtam of Srila Sanatan Goswami. The whole structure of
Gaudiya Vaisnava Philosophy will be represented there in that Temple. Bhar, Bhuvar, Svar,
Mahar, Janar, Tapo and Satyaloka will be shown in a spiral way, and then Viraja,
Brahmaloka, Paravyoma, Goloka-Vrndavan. The idea is to demonstrate the structural
position of Gaudiya Vaisnava Theology, and from where Krsna has come down to this
world to very kindly give us the clue to how we can be uplifted there, to the highest place.

That should be dealt with in a scientific way.

Whoever comes to have the darsan of the Temple will leave with an idea of the whole

structure of all the religious conceptions to ever come into the world. The development is in

a scientific basis. What is Bharloka? The land of experience of the five senses. Bhuvarloka?
Without this body, the mental experience world, and there are further gradations Svar,
Mahar, Janar, Tapo. Bhiirloka is somewhat Prthviloka [Earth]; there is also Pretaloka, the
world of the dead; there is Devaloka or Svarloka, heaven; above Devaloka is Maharloka
where resides Bhrgu and other Rsis. Then there is Tapoloka where the Chatuhsana reside,
and then Satyaloka of Lord Brahma. Then Viraja, the highest position aspired for by the
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Buddhists, prakrti-laya. And above that, brahma-laya, the end aspired for by the ‘k
Sankarites; then Sivaloka, Bhakta-Siva, and Vaikuntha, the Land discovered and made \
known to the world by Sri Ramanujacharyya. In that Area of Paravyoma, there are so many
Vaikunthas in so many different phases of the Pastimes of Lord Narayana who resides in
the centre. Then above is Ayodhya with Ramachandra with the first introduction of
Vatsalya-Rasa [Divine Parenthood]. Then there is Krsna with many Queens in Dvaraka,
and Krsna in Mathura. Again, in the Mathura Sphere is Vrdavan, Govarddhan, Radha-
Kunda. From what standpoint does the Theistic Conception develop higher and higher—
this 1s to be depicted.

He accepted this plan and asked his followers to construct such a Temple. But I am
too old. He could not see it fulfilled, and perhaps I too may not see it. Still, [addressing
Srila Swami Maharaj Prabhupada’s visiting disciples] your combination is greatly

encouraging, and what you are doing is a very big thing beyond our expectations. We could

not imagine the success as was attained by my revered Godbrother Swami Maharaj. So
much so, that I cannot but think of him as Saktydvesa-Avatara. Some higher power came
and inspired him and worked for him. Otherwise such a tremendous action in the plane of
such a high degree of Theology can never be expected to happen. Some super, higher Divine

power worked in him. There is no doubt of this.
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Wealth from the highest plane was taken in and distributed so lavishly in the world.
It is a supernatural activity of supernatural power. You all represent him, and you are
present before me today. I am so happy, and think myself fortunate to be in your midst. As
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur told, “In the near future the Westerners will join the Indians here

under the common banner of Lord Chaitanya, and go on with Krsna-kirttan. And

Prabhupada—our Guru Maharaj—began, and what was half fulfilled was completed in a

great magnitude by Swami Maharaj. This is unbelievable for us! Hare Krsna, Gaur Hari bol,
Nitai Chaitanya, Dayal Nitai, Gaur Hari bol! ||
Visiting devotee: I am very grateful to you for reminding me of Prabhupada, and ((
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enlightening me further about His Divine Grace.

Srila Sridhar Maharaj: Yes, around 1944, he was in business. Whenever he had some
money in his hand, an issue of Back to Godhead would come to us. And every now and
then he would say, “Oh, let us go and attack Jawaharlal and Gandhi! What are they doing?
If they really want to do good for the people why don'’t they take the Line of Mahaprabhu,
the line of Gaudiya Math? They are wild-goose chasing and getting so much name and
fame—Tlet us go and attack!” And he wrote letters to them now and then. Sometimes he
received a reply, sometimes not, but he wouldn't let up. He also had to fight with his
worldly life as well, not only in the matter of property, but the characteristic of his family
was not very favourable. THTEHLGATH TS qgH IH: 19TT: 80/¢4/¢lI—to attract one
wholesale to Himself, Krsna arranges things in such a way that the environment may not
be favourable for worldly life.

He also had some original thinking in the business line. He created, from oil, some
medicine for injection. One doctor told him that oil could never be injected, but he replied
that milk could whereas ghee couldn’t. His logic was that ghee comes from milk, so
although oil cannot be injected it has a more fundamental state from which it may be
prepared for injection to give the result of that particular oil. That was his original
conception, as a chemist—to harness oil for injection.

And when he was an agent of Bengal Chemicals he came into real connection with
Prabhupada, his Gurudev. Before that he had, with his friend, only a cursory view of
Prabhupada in Calcutta once only, perhaps for an hour or so. But he actually came to
connettion with his Guru in Allahabad. Just before that, Sripad Tapasvi Maharaj [at that
time Sri Atulananda Brahmachari], was the Math-command at that Allahabad Math, and I
visited there for some particular devotional activity. He took me to Swami Mahara) [later
initiated as] Sri Abhaya-Charanaravinda Das. Then I arranged for one evening of
Bhagavata-patha [recitation of the Bhagavatam]. It was also arranged for us to take
prasadam there. His father, Gour Mohan, was living, and he also was very happy to see us.
From that time was the beginning of his permanent connection with Gaudiya Math.

Guru Maharaj came back to Allahabad from Vrndavan after the completion of the
Vmdavan parikrama, and that was when Swami Mahargj took initiation and came into
closer connection. Perhaps that was in 1933 or so, when the foundation was laid by the
governor of Allahabad for the Rupa-Gaudiya Math Lecture Hall. Then Swami Mahara
went to Bombay, leaving that previous service, and took the business line independently. I
was in his association there as well. Then later he left Bombay and came to Calcutta, and

there we were his sub-lessee and next-door neighbour. There were four rooms. The
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//| ground floor was his laboratory. So, I had closer connection with him than any other \ A
1 Godbrothers. We also had deep discussions—about Bhagavad-Gita, the Gaudiya Math )

principles and Mahaprabhu, all these things.
Once I remember he sent a postcard from Allahabad to me, in which he said, “I am

disgusted with human society. Rather the birds and the beasts seem to be very friendly to me, but

I am disgusted with human society.” Then, after he took sannyasa, he devoted himself totally

to his Bhagavatam translation, and gradually Prabhupada’s [Prabhupada Srila Bhakti

Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur's] inspiration came and he went to your land.
Prabhupada had sent his men to England, but he wrote in Gaudiya, “Markin-
muluk—the country of America—has not yet been attempted for Mahaprabhu’s service.”
And he expressed his heartfelt desire that Mayapur, the land of Mahaprabhu, must be
decorated with gold and diamonds. When Prabhupada had acquired some land for

constructing Gaura-Kunda, one of his old disciples arranged an exchange of that land for

‘ another piece of land nearby just on the East side, where presently Nitai-Kunda is situated.
Then Prabhupada told him, “I asked you to purchase the land, not exchange it for another,
because the land you are offering for a swap is also necessary for a future purpose of mine.”

| In this way, a little heated discussion came up, and in the course of that Prabhupada said—

a very transcendental sentiment arose in him and he said,“The land of Mahaprabhu, the

Temple—superconsciously higher materials—will all be transcendentally decorated with

diamonds and gold. I shall discover the whole of the Dhama, and reveal it to the eyes of

the people of the world. So much so, that if I need money, just by selling one brick of the

Temple I shall get millions, and with that I shall restore the whole Dhama and show to the

people what sort of opulence and majesty the Dhama has.” So feelingly he expressed this.

Madly he expressed such a desire to reveal the land of Mahaprabhu Chaitanyadev n a

golden colour. “What was He? Radha-Govinda-milita-tanu—Radha-Govinda combined in

One—the Lustrous Expression of the Land of Love and Beauty—and who was so

magnanimous He came to distribute Himself to the people at large. That highly valuable

thing was arranged to be given to the people at large. So magnanimous, so kind, it must be
brought to the consciousness of the people that they may have such a prosperous prospect, and

that they can attain that. And that is being distributed from here.” That was his feeling.
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Publisher’s Note

By their Grace, I bow to the Holy Lotus Feet of Sr1 Gurudev, the Vaisnavas,
and the Supreme Lord Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu, and all Their Associates.

The first publication of this Sri Chaitanya Saraswati—The Voice of $ri
Chaitanyadev, was in 1990. It has taken four years to bring out this second
edition. With interruptions, it has been about two years in the making. I felt a
strong necessity to include the Hindi, Gujarati and Bengali translations in the
earlier part of the magazine, prompted by many friends and well-wishers of our
Mission. To establish the positive [siddhadnta-sthapana] as well as negate the
negative [atan-nirasana)] are both integral parts of preaching. Until a fitting
environment is established for the Unalloyed Prema-dharmma of Sri Chaitanyadev
to have its free and magnanimous Play in the world of today and tomorrow, the
true preachers of His Mission often feel the need of negating the negative. Still,
they cannot but feel a kind of spiritual vacuum without a sufhciently generous
quota of the positive. After all, what $ri Chaitanyadev came down to give in this
world is the greatest and most noble gift ever known to mankind and the whole
universe. How can an aspirant of becoming a preacher of that glorious gift feel
peace of mind without even the most incidental participation in its dispensation?
At least the hope of a tiny place on the receiving end of it must be a hope of grace
and mercy. And that Gift was, and is eternally most generously distributed to the
world by His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj,
His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj, and His
Divine Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivedinta Swami Maharaj, and their illustrious
predecessors. The Divine Dispensation of Srila Govinda Maharaj has already
become a world-wide phenomenon, a marvel of direct Divine intervention. Srila
Sridhar Maharaj’s indefatigable and illustrious position in the Sampradaya defies
our power of intellect, our words’ powers of description. And Srila Swami
Maharaj Prabhupada, by the irrevocable fact, is intimately associated with both in
such a depth of intimacy—They are Parsadas or Eternal Intimate Associates of
the Supreme Lord Himself. Why should the sincere seekers be denied the chance
of receiving Their Unalloyed Grace?

By Their Grace may this Sri Chaitanya Saraswati bless the hearts of all the
good souls who have waited so long for genuine Divine Guidance, and may They
and Their Associates by pleased with this offering to Their lotus hands.

My eternal obeisances unto Their lotus feet and unto the lotus feet of all the
Bhaktas who helped me and are eternally helping me to invite S Saraswati.

—Tridandi-Bhikshu Sri B.A. Sagar, London, 21 August '94, Sri Baladevauvirbhav.
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