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Introductiow

would like to begin by first offering my respectful obeisances to
my diksd Guru, His Divine Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Maharaj Prabhupada and my sannydsa Guru, His Divine
Grace Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj, the
author of this book. These two great Maha-Bhigavatas as well as
His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami
Maharaj have given me shelter and a chance to practice Krsna
consciousness. Although I am very fallen and helpless and full of
faults, they have been kind and given their valuable energy to me
as well as to so many others. I can only pray that one day I may
at least come close to trying to do some service for them.

This book is an inadequate attempt to show a small part of
the vast treasure of transcendental knowledge His Divine Grace
Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj has been
imparting to the world for the past eighteen years. Most know
that Srila Govinda Maharaj was personally given charge of Srila
Stidhar Maharaj’s Mission before his departure from this world.
Stila Sridhar Maharaj said publicly in 1985 that Srila Govinda
Maharaj has tirelessly and wholeheartedly assisted in the duties of
organizing and developing his Math, and also in the duties of
establishing and developing other Maths, as well as arranging
many donors for these Maths. He said he has provided much
encouragement to even himself in managing and maintaining his
Math and is naturally disposed to serve the Math and its resi-
dents, and that he is always endeavoring for the progressive
development of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math. Above all Srila
Sridhar Maharij said Srila Govinda Maharaj is well-known
and unanimously acclaimed as being firmly established in the
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xiv Religion of the Heart

philosophy of the Perfect Axiomatic Truth of Bhakt as pro-
pounded by both himself as well as his Divine Master, Srila
Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada.

Stila Govinda Maharaj has shown this to be the truth as he has
spread this perfect transcendental knowledge of Bhakti as he
learned from his Guru Maharaj.

Srila Govinda Maharaj has been on twenty-four world tours
(as of this writing) where he has met with sincere seekers and dis-
tinguished persons from all walks of life, and he preached Krsna
consciousness vigorously everywhere he went. He has appeared
on weekly internet radio broadcasts as well as regular radio and
TV shows for the past ten years and under his direction and
inspiration over seventy centers of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
have been established in over forty countries. 350 books and
related articles in over twenty languages have been published
under his direction establishing the perfect conception of Krsna
consciousness that he has carried from his Guru Maharaj. By his
influence so many sincere souls suffering under the horrible
influence of Kali-yuga now have a chance to take shelter under
the cooling rays of the Supreme Lord’s lotus feet.

In 1941 Srila Sridhar Maharaj wrote a sloka and hoisted a large
flag atop a tall bamboo pole in his Math, which was just a small
thatched hut at that time. That sloka forecast the future glories of
Sti Chaitanya Saraswat Math and said one day they would be
sung all over the world:

$rimach-chaitanya-saraswata-mathavara-
udgita-kirttir jaya-$rim

bibhrat sambhati ganga-tata-nikata-
navadvipa-koladri-raje

yatra §ri-gaura-saraswata-mata-nirata-
gaura-gatha grnanti

nityam-riipanuga-$ri-krtamati-
guru-gauranga-radha-jitasa
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At that time some of Srila Guru Maharaj’s Godbrothers chided
him by saying he had only a small Math with a few buildings and
a few devotees, so how, they said, would the glories of his Math
be heard all over the world?

Now due to Srila Govinda Maharaj’s unflinching spirit of self-
sacrifice and complete dedication to his Guru Maharaj he has
successfully established the supreme conception of his Guru
Mahar3j in all parts of the world so those with a clean heart and
desirous of real spiritual life can practice Krsna consciousness
under the direction of a bona fide spiritual master. Due to his
grace the sun never sets on Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math, and
the flag that Srila Guru Maharaj hoisted in 1941 waves in the
favorable breezes on every continent.

Stila Govinda Maharaj is the real Hidden Treasure of Srila
Guru Maharaj and our entire sampradiya. By his causeless mercy
he is attracting the entire world and inspiring everyone from all
walks of life and countries to chant the Holy Names of the Lord.
From the North Pole to the South Pole and on every continent
the sun is never setting on his divine conception. It is said Srila
Prabhupada built a house in which the whole world could live.
Srila Govinda Maharaj has built a temple for Sti Radha and Sri
Krsna and Sriman Mahaprabhu in which the whole world can
worship and thus get free from the hard knot of material life that
is so strongly trapping the jzva-souls in this age. He has strung a
garland of the Holy Name of Krsna around the world and made
the world more beautiful by it.

When we hear Srila Govinda Maharaj speak about the Lord’s
Pastimes, or for that matter about any subject, we are reminded
of the third sloka of Srimad-Bhigavatam which says:

nigama-kalpa-taror galitarh phalarm
$uka-mukhad amrta-drava-samyutam
pibata bhagavatar rasam alayam

muhur aho rasika bhuvi bhavukah
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“The subject matter of Srimad-Bhdigavatam is very sweet because it
deals with Krsna’s Pastimes but those Pastimes have been made
even sweeter because they were spoken by Srila Sukadev Goswami.”

I hope we can see in this book that the sweet nature of Krsna’s
Pastimes are made even sweeter because they come through the
lotus lips of Srila Govinda Maharaj. Srila Guru Maharaj said
Srila Govinda Maharaj is a natural paramaharisa. He is taking the
sweet fruits of Krsna’s Pastimes and making them even sweeter
and more relishable by adding his own sweet nature to them.

In 1955, when Srila A.C. Bhaktivedinta Swami Maharaj
Prabhupada received the first copy of the Sri Gaudiya Darsan
magazine published by Srila Govinda Maharaj, he commented
that Govinda Maharaj was a “transcendental humorist,” and
“people would like to read articles written by him with great rel-
ish because they are not only instructive but also amusing.” I
hope the reader will find this book both instructive and amusing,.

The preface is a Bengali poem “Your Fearless Lotus Feet,”
written by Srila Govinda Maharaj in 1957 for the glorification of
Srila Guru Maharaj on the occasion of his Sti Vyasa-pija. In this
poem we are shown the perfect spirit of dedication and devotion
an expert disciple has for his Guru as well as the perfect example
of humility a disciple should have for his spiritual master. The
poem also shows the deep insight into the higher siddbanta that
Srila Guru Maharaj said Srila Govinda Maharaj was so expert in,
and that comes so naturally to him. Guru Maharaj said he was a
natural paramaharsa and this is evident in this poem.

In Part One he explains the gist of Sti Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s
supreme conception of Krsna consciousness based on the sloka:
Aradhyo Bhagavin vrajesa-tanayas tad-dhama Vindiavanam, com-
posed by Srila Viévanath Chakravarti Thakur. Srila Govinda
Maharaj takes this sloka and adds new life and a beautiful mean-
ing to it just as he does with so many slokas. He explains and
shows by logical reasoning how the Absolute Truth is a person,
not an impersonal void or an abstract entity, and that person is
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Sti Krsna whose land is Vrndavan Dham, the highest plane in
the spiritual world. In Vindavan Dham all the residents worship
Krsna with great devotion but in different moods such as s@nza-
rasa—passive, ddsya-rasa—servitorship, sakhya-rasa—friendship,
vitsalya-rasa—parental relation, and madhura-rasa—conjugal
love, which is divided in two parts: wedded and paramour.
The highest worship is shown by the Vraja-gopis, and this is thor-
oughly explained in Srimad-Bhigavatam which is the supreme
Scripture recommended by Sriman Mahaprabhu. Srila Govinda
Maharaj gives us this conception in a very beautiful, simple and
straightforward manner and adds new life by drawing on many
beautiful slokas from different Scriptures to paint a picture of
Krsna consciousness as only a true transcendental poet can do.
In Part Two he takes us deeper into the subject matter of
Krsna consciousness and shows us beyond a doubt that Krsna is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the emporium of all 7asa,
Akbila-rasamyta-miirtip, by presenting a fascinating description
of His sweet Pastimes, His wonderful associates, His transcen-
dental flute and His exquisite beauty, based on slokas from Sri
Chaitanya-charitamyta (Madhya 23.82-83):

sarvadbhuta-chamatkara-lila-kallola-varidhih
atulya-madhura-prema-mandita-priya-mandalah
trijagan-manasakarsi-murali-kala-kajitah
asamanordhva-riipa-§ri-vismapita-characharah

But before he does this he cautions us in Chapter Four to first
hear about Krsna consciousness in a step-by-step process from a
bona fide spiritual master. He says a bona fide spiritual master
will not instruct his disciple in the higher Pastimes of the Lord in
the beginning. When a spiritual master sees a disciple is ready to
hear about those higher Pastimes, then he will instruct him, not
before. If we don’t follow this caution we will get only “imitation
Pastimes” or an “imitation diamond” as he says. We won’t get
the real thing.
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Throughout the book Srila Govinda Maharaj stresses the
importance of worshiping Krsna and shows us that the real way
to worship Him is through Radha-dasyam, service to Srimati
Radharant. And the way to worship Her is through Sri Gurudev
who is the embodiment of Radharani in the highest aspect, and
of Nityananda Prabhu in a little lower form. We get this knowl-
edge of Krsna consciousness through the descending process
beginning with Krsna Himself who spoke it to Lord Brahma.
This was passed on to Narada and Vyasadev and ultimately to
our Gurudev His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda
Dev-Goswami Maharaj. The knowledge of Krsna consciousness
is always descending through the hearts of the pure souls and we
can understand where a pure soul is by seeing “the shining light-
bulb of transcendental knowledge that is burning in his pure
heart.” This is the knowledge given by Vedavyasa, Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur, Srila Guru Maharaj, Srila A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj and now Srila Bhakti Sundar
Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj.

The theme of the book is vidvadbhih sevitah sadbhir, nityam
advesa-rigibhih hrdayenabhyanujiiato, yo dharmas tam nibhodata,
that real religion extends from the Infinite Quarter, and when it
comes to the finite, it will always come through those who are
proficient in the Scriptures, advanced in their realizations, and
deeply dedicated in their service. It cannot be man-made. It is
coming from the highest quarter and those who carry it are also
from that plane.

We are very fortunate Srila Govinda Maharaj is presenting the
proper conception of Sriman Mahaprabhu as he heard it from
his Guru Maharaj, adding his own deep realizations and sweet
nature to this, and we are even more fortunate that he can
present it in a clear and straightforward manner, as only a great
teacher and devotee can do. And we are even more fortunate he
is going all over the world, even in his ill health, trying heart and
soul to give this great wealth to everyone who wants it.
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In trying to make this book as an offering to His Divine Grace
Srila Govinda Maharaj I am sure I have committed errors, for
which I am asking everyone’s forgiveness.

[ am from a very low born, sinful and offensive family where I
was taught it is alright to engage in sinful and offensive activities,
therefore I am a very fallen person and not qualified to do any
service to Srila Govinda Maharaj.

Srila Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami said he was lower than the
worms in stool (Sr Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lili 5.205):

jagai madhai haite muni se papistha
purisera kita haite muii se laghistha

[ feel lower than them because at least they have a position in this
world. However, due to my offenses to my Gurudev and the
Vaisnavas, | cannot be counted amongst the living or the dead.

Myself being in such a position, how is it possible this book
has been so well received by His Divine Grace Srila Bhaki
Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj? I can only consider
that any success has come from this endeavor due to his own
causeless mercy and the grace of the devotees who have helped
such as Sripad Sagar Maharaj, Sripad Goswami Maharaj, Sripad
Tridandi Maharaj, Bhuvana Mohan Prabhu, Mahananda
Prabhu, Jagadananda Prabhu, Visakha Devi Dasi and others too
numerous to mention.

Knowing this book to have appeared by the grace of the
Vaisnavas, | offer with my whole heart this second edition to the
lotus hands of His Divine Grace Srila Govinda Maharaj.

Onm Tat Sat

Swami B.P. Siddhanti

Finished on Sri Guru Piirnima—

Srila Vyasadev’s appearance day: July 11, 2006
Second edition finished Sri Govardhan Paja, 2009
Nabadwip Dham



Preface

Yowr Fearless Lotus Feet

Vydsa-pija offering for His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Raksak
Sridbar Dev-Goswami Maharaj written by His Divine Grace Srila
Bbhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Mahardj, in 1957.
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“Your Fearless Lotus Feet”

1) They come from such faraway lands
Bearing gifts of worship in their outstretched hands,
Fervently they hasten—your kinsmen in bands
To greet you on this, your Holy Birthday.

2) At your Fearless Lotus Feet they happily rejoice
With streaming eyes and stuttering voice,
Horripilating body and a love that’s choice—
Considering themselves most fortunate.

3) O most Magnanimous Master, gracefully forgiving,
On this Holy Day to offer I have practically nothing,
What little I have is sullied and trifling,

Not worthy of offering to thee.

4) Burning in repentance
for my one time thoughtlessness,
Your feet’s shelter I beg in all repentance
May I not ever lose you from inadvertence,
Please grant only fearlessness to me.

5) Having lost myself in Maya’s delusion
I've found only flickering pleasure and convulsion
On the giant wheel of virtue and indiscretion—
And a garland of cradles and sepulchers.

6) Absorbed in a great purposeless search
Away | have pushed the true wealth of this birth,
And tossed between heaven and earth,
I've gotten only a burning fever.
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7) An abysmal hellfire ignites all around
Projecting its snout while flames leap and bound,
Expanding a huge cavernous mouth—
Intending only to devour me.

8) World-engulfing and world-scorching flames
Cause me to run hither and thither in torment
And wearied I drop into a slumbering suspense
In Mahamaya’s dense trickery.

9) This great sinner, this fallen outcaste
Infatuated by the six enemies is aghast
As lust and greed propel him fast—
To the shore of the ocean of death.

10) My uncontrolled mind—a will o’ the wisp
Takes no good counsel, though I give it the whip
Carrying its burden in a subconscious grip—
Hastens me to doom’s doorstep.

11) Please save me Lord!
Out of your own kind goodness
Your glance alone defeats Maya’s madness
O shelter of all the poor and helpless
May the world behold your grace.

12) Maya’s bonds I cannot break
Your Lotus Foot Dust for to take
Do sever these bonds and forever make
Your Holy Lotus Feet my serving place.



4 Religion of the Heart

13) Many a helpless wretch has found
Shade and shelter neath your ground
But this fallen soul by Maya bound—
Can only heave long sighs.

14) The Nectar Ganges Name you brought
Saved many helpless souls distraught
And yet this worthless slave is caught—
Deceived by day and night.

15) My self-surrender is just a farce
To call my own, my wealth is sparse
O Redeemer Lord! Do make me yours
And call me your very own.

16) Your Lotus Feet I humbly entreat
May Forever be my Object Sweet Lord,
Bind and nourish me with daily service
And the rope of your kind compassion.
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Chapter 1
The Service of Vrndowvouwv

y 4

S ri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is non-different from Sri Sri Radha-
Govinda. He appeared in this world to relish the sweetness of the
transcendental mellows which Srimati Radharani tasted in love
of Krsna. Krsna did not have that opportunity; therefore He
appeared as Sri Gaurangadev. We can understand this by this
sloka of Srila Svariip Damodar Goswami:

radha krsna-pranaya-vikrtir hladini $aktir asmad

ekatmanav api bhuvi pura deha-bhedam gatau tau
chaitanyakhyam prakatam adhuna tad-dvayar chaikyam aptam
radha-bhava-dyuti-suvalitah naumi krspa-svartipam

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lilz, 1.5)
Srila Ripa Goswami has also written:

$ri-radhayah pranaya-mahima kidréo vanayaiva-

svadyo yenadbhuta-madhurima kidréo va madiyah

saukhyam chasya mad-anubhavatah kidréarmh veti lobhat

tad-bhavadhyah samajani $achi-garbha-sindhau harinduh
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lilz, 1.6)
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The supreme devotee of the Lord

Once our Guru Maharaj, Om Visnupada Srila Bhakti Raksak
Stidhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj, was preaching in South India
and he was invited to speak at an assembly of pandizs. When Srila
Guru Maharaj was seated the pandits asked him some questions.
They were all expert in Sanskrit and vastly learned in all respects.
They asked him who, in his opinion, was the supreme devotee of
the Lord? They said they considered the chatupsan—the four
Kumar sages, Sanak, Sanatan, Sanandan, and Sanat Kumar—to
be the supreme devotees of the Lord.

At first Srila Guru Maharaj did not say anything, so the head
pandir directly asked him, “Can you tell us, Sir, who you think
the best devotee of the Lord is?”

Stila Guru Maharij said, “T can tell you but can you accept
what I say?”

The head pandir replied, “Yes, if it is reasonable we can accept
1t.

Then Guru Maharjj said, “In our conception the chatupsan
are primary grade devotees.”

The pandits were shocked to hear this. They asked Guru
Maharaj who, in his opinion, was a higher-class devotee.

Guru Maharaj answered, “There is a sloka in the Srimad-
Bbhagavatam that differs from your claim and since you have all
read Srimad—B/Jdgdmmm why do you say the four Kumaras are
the supreme devotees?”

Then Guru Maharaj quoted that sloka:

na tatha me priyatama, atma-yonir na $ankarah
na cha sankarsano na $rir, na eva atma cha yatha bhavan
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 11.14.15)

Here Lord Krsna says to Uddhava, “The chatupsan’s father, Lord
Brahma, is their Guru; but he is not as dear to Me as you are.
Even Sankar, Lord Siva, who is the greatest Vaisnava and who is
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always chanting My Holy Name, is not as dear to Me as you.
Laksmidevi, the Goddess of Fortune who resides on My chest, is
also not as dear to Me as you. Even My own Self, naivatma, is
not as dear as you are. You are My most dear devotee.”

Krsna told Uddhava he is His most dear devotee and when
Srila Guru Maharaj gave this answer the pandits were stunned.

But after Uddhava went to Vrndavan and saw the Vraja-gopis
and the Vraja-visis mood of devotion, dedication and whole-
hearted service, he said:

asam aho charana-renu-jusam aham syam
vrndavane kim api gulma-latausadhinam

ya dustyajam sva-janam arya-patharh cha hitva
bhejur mukunda-padavim $rutibhir vimrgyam

(- jrimdd—Bhdgammm, 10.47.61)

“If T can take my birth as a piece of grass on the footpaths of
Vrndavan where the Vraja-gopis walk so the dust of their feet will
bless me, I will feel my life is successful.”

There is no doubt Krsna is more satisfied by the devotion of
the gopis than He is satisfied with His dearest disciple Brahma, or
with His dear brother Sankarsan, or with Sri Laksmidevi, who
always resides on His chest, or even with His dearmost devotee,
Lord Siva.

The Vraja-vasis, especially the Vraja-gopis, have this type of
dedication, devotion and wholehearted service attitude; and
Uddhava, the dearest devotee and disciple of Lord Krsna,
declares this. This is real Krsna consciousness, and real Krsna
consciousness is proceeding in this line.

Krsna, Arjuna’s charioteer

Many people have many different ideas and conceptions about
Krsna consciousness but they all accept Krsna as the Supreme
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Personality of Godhead. In some of them, Krsna’s position is like
that of a master. In the Bhagavad-gita Krsna teaches Arjuna like
a spiritual master. He gives spiritual knowledge to him, so the
followers of this line generally worship the “Gita-Krsna,” or the
Krsna who presented the Bhagavad-gita to this world.

An example of this is when Krsna and Arjuna were on the
battlefield of Kuruksetra and they saw millions of soldiers ready
to fight.

Previously Duryodhana and Arjuna both wanted to ask Krsna
for His help in the battle, so when Krsna was sleeping, they both
went to see Him. When Krsna awoke He saw Arjuna first.
Duryodhana was a great personality and like an elder brother to
Arjuna but when Krsna saw Arjuna first, He asked him why he
had come.

Arjuna said, “King Yudhisthir has sent me to ask for Your help
in the battle of Kuruksetra.”

Krsna said, “I thought that was the reason you came and I
think Duryodhana has also come for the same reason, but I am
not going to fight in this battle. I shall not use any weapons. If I
can give any other help I will do that. I have millions of soldiers
and they can fight. I am giving you first choice, Arjuna, please
choose.”

Arjuna said, “I need You!”

Krsna said, “Alright, alright!”

Then Krsna looked to Duryodhana and said, “Is that alright
with you? Are you happy?”

Duryodhana said, “Yes, that is very good, especially if You will
not fight. Is that Your promise?”

Krsna replied, “Yes! Yes, I shall not fight.”

Then Duryodhana said, “If You will not fight, then what
Arjuna said is alright with me. Shall I get all Your soldiers?”

Krsna agreed and said, “Yes!”

Both left very happily. Duryodhana was thinking he had all
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Krsna’s soldiers, and Arjuna was happy because Krsna had
accepted his proposal.

After Duryodhana left, Arjuna stayed and Krsna said, “Arjuna,
you are very foolish! Why did you take Me when you heard 1
would not fight? You could have had all of My soldiers.”

Arjuna said, “I am not afraid to fight with that group. It is not
difficult to fight with them. I can fight with everybody but I need
Your help in this battle. I have one request from You.”

Krsna said, “What is your request?”

Arjuna asked, “Will You be my chariot driver while I am fight-
ing?”

Krsna was very happy to hear this. He said, “To be a chariot
driver is not such a respectable position but to be your driver is
very respectable. I accept your proposal. I will be very happy to
stay with you.”

When both sides were ready to fight, Arjuna said, Senayor
ubhayor madhye, ratham sthipaya me chyuta (Bhagavad-gitd,
1.21), “O Krsna! Please, place my chariot between the two
armies. | want to see who has come to fight.” This is very nice
and expresses one form of Krsna. He is carrying out the order of
Arjuna and then He instructs Arjuna as a spiritual master.

Subjective perceptions of the Lord

When Krsna was fighting with Karhsa in Mathura He was young
and apparently unqualified. When He came to kill Kammsa, He
wasn’t carrying much with Him. He had only a flute and a stick
for herding the cows. His dhoti was rolled up like short pants.
Karhsa had invited Krsna in order to kill Him. Externally Karhsa
announced there would be a wrestling match so there could be
some sport between Krsna and Balaram and his wrestlers but
secretly Karhsa wanted to kill Krsna.

One sloka in Srimad-Bhagavatam explains how different types
of persons saw Krsna when He entered the arena:
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mallanam asanir nrnam nara-varah
strinam smaro murtiman

gopanam sva-jano “satam ksiti-bhujam
§asta sva-pitroh $isuh

mrtyur bhoja-pater virad avidusam
tattvarh pararh yoginam

vrsninam para-devateti vidito
rangarh gatah sagrajah

(- jrimdd—Bhdgammm, 10.43.17)

All the wrestlers saw Krsna as death personified, mallanam asanir.
They were very much afraid to see this fourteen-year-old boy
who looked like He was twenty-one. He was tall and wore His
dhoti very short, like short pants. When He entered the arena, all
the fighters were thinking death personified had come to kill
them.

Nrnam nara-varap, all the kings and their sons, the princes,
saw Krsna as the King of kings. He was actually a cowherd boy
but He appeared as the greatest of all kings.

Strinam smaro mirtiman, the women were also invited to see
the fighting and when they saw Krsna they saw Him as the
embodiment of Cupid. When they saw Krsna’s beauty and efful-
gence, they fainted.

The cowherd men were also invited, gopandn: sva-jano “satim.
Everyone was invited. The cowherd men were thinking, “Our
friend is coming! Now a member of our society is coming, our
boy is coming!”

The evil kings who were always harassing their people were
thinking, “Our ruler is coming to punish us,” ksiti-bhujim sista.

Nanda Maharaj and his fatherly group of friends were think-
ing, “Our own boy has come,” sva-pitrob sisup. Karnsa was think-
ing his death had come in the form of Balaram and Krsna, mrtyur
bhoja-pater.

All the religious experts were thinking, “Paramatma has come
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in the form of Balaram and Krsna,” virdd avidusam tattvam. The
yogis were thinking, “The Supreme Personality of Godhead has
come,” Tattvam Param yoginam. And, vrspinam para-devateti,
the members of the Yadu dynasty were thinking, “Our wor-
shipable relative has come”™—uvidito rarigam gatah sagrajah.

The perfect conception of Krsna Consciousness

But a very few exceptional devotees and those who have the finest
conception of Krsna consciousness and who come in the line of
Stiman Mahaprabhu think the perfect conception of Krsna con-
sciousness is fully manifest in Vraja Dham where there are five
kinds of divine ecstatic relationships playing freely and happily
with the Lord.

A small hint of Krsna’s transcendental abode is given in the
Brahma-sambiti. When Mahaprabhu was in South India He dis-
covered the Brahma-sambiti. He had previously heard of it, but
when He saw it, He was surprised and said, “Sei purithi nila
lekhaiya, give me the fifth chapter. The whole book of one
hundred chapters isn’t necessary. I want only the fifth chapter
for My devotees.” He brought Sri Brahma-sambita as well as Sri
Krsna-karnamyta back from South India to Jagannath Purl.

Vrndavan Dham is expressed in 877 Brahma-sambiti

During Lord Brahma’s meditation on the Gayatri Mantra, Lord
Brahma heard the transcendental sound vibration of Krsna’s
flute and the whole realm of Vrndavan Dham revealed itself in
his heart. He saw everything: the transcendental abode of Krsna,
the Vraja-gopis playing, the cowherd boys, the trees, the plants,
an infinite variety of beautiful flowers, lush ripe fruits and
crystal clear water. He saw the complete environment of Vrnda-
van in his meditation and He expressed this in Sri Brahma-

sambitd (5.56):
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ériyah kantah kantah parama-purusah kalpa-taravo
druma bhumi$ chintamani-gana-mayi toyam amrtam
katha ganar natyarh gamanam api vams$i priya-sakhi
chid-anandam jyotih param api tad asvadyam api cha
sa yatra ksirabdhih sravati surabhibhya$ cha su-mahan
nime$ardhakhyo va vrajati na hi yatrapi samayah
bhaje $vetadvipar tam aham iha golokam iti yarh
vidantas te santah ksiti-virala-charah katipaye

Srz'ya_h kantih kantah parama-purusap, all the women in Krsna’s
abode are very beautiful. They are like beautiful goddesses and all
wealth is with them. They are always trying to satisfy Krsna and
they always worship Him. In Vrndavan, Krsna is the only
enjoyer, and everyone supplies enjoyment to Him; therefore they
get double enjoyment. When someone supplies food to another
person, who gets the most enjoyment? The person who supplies
the food gets the most enjoyment. Krsna is the only enjoyer but
those who supply enjoyment to Him get even more enjoyment
than Him.

There is no sadness in Krsna’s abode. There everything exists
in a very happy and ecstatic mood. When you eat an apple the
apple is happy to be eaten by you and you are happy when you
are eating the apple. Both are happy. When someone is eating a
banana the banana is happy and laughing. When a person is eat-
ing he is very happy. Everyone is always very happy in Krsna’s
abode.

In Krsna’s abode all the trees are wish-fulfilling trees, kalpataru.
If you want a mango from a banana tree you can get a mango. If
you want an apple from a jackfruit tree you can get an apple. And
the earth—>bhiimis chintamani—can give you anything you
want. If you want milk, wheat or anything you can get it from
the earth.

The residents of Vrndavan don’t wear any golden rings, pearls
or any jewelry. It is not because there is no jewelry in Vrndavan,
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it is because they like the flowers of Vindavan. They wear flower
jewelry. Every flower is very beautiful and glorious. There is one
special flower in heaven called the parijata flower. Indra, the God
of Heaven, is very proud because he has the parjara flower.
There are millions of different flowers like the parijita flower in
Vrndavan. Everywhere you will see beautiful flowers.

We have had a little experience of this. When we went to
Badarikasram on parikrama there were flowers growing every-
where. It is a natural flower garden. No one gives them any nour-
ishment; they are growing naturally. If you could see this you
would understand there are examples of Vrndavan on Earth. Of
course one example is not fully sufficient by itself but it can give
us an idea of the reality of that divine land.

Toyam amytam, all the water in that divine land is like nectar
and the talking is like the sweet singing of birds, katha ganam.
From outside you can’t distinguish whether they are talking or
singing. You will think they are all singing but actually they are
talking. Natyam gamanam api, all the walking in Vrndavan is like
dancing. You can’t tell the difference between walking and danc-
ing. They are always dancing.

Api vamisi priya-sakbi, the sound of Krsna’s flute is always flow-
ing over Vrndavan. Only one song comes from Krsna’s flute and
that is the sound of the Gayatri Mantra, Oa. It can deliver the
entire world. Only one sound is necessary to rescue the whole
world and that is the song of Krsna’s flute.

Complete fulfillment

We can’t imagine how much happiness exists in Vrndavan.
Everything is gracious, glorious, and extremely beautiful there.
Paramour love (parakiya bhiva) is extremely beautiful there.
Sometimes Mother Yasoda is frying food and when Krsna
smells it He says, “Give it to me now, I can’t wait!” Mother
Yasoda says, “Wait, wait, I'll give it to you on a plate!” And Krsna
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says again, “I can’t wait! I don't want to wait! I must have it
now!”

This is characteristic of the mood of parakiya bhava which is
more worshipable than other 7asas and finds its highest expres-
sion in paramour love.

In Vrndavan, Krsna is always playing with His friends.
Sometimes when He plays His flute He says He would like to
play in such and such ku7ja (forest grove) with certain friends.
Sometimes He puts His hand on His hair and all the girls think
it is a signal He will play with them in Kesi Kufja (kes7 means
hair), so the girls think of arranging things there for playing.

Lord Brahmi described the abode of Sri Krsna in the prayers
of Brahma-sanhiti and Sti Chaitanya Mahaprabhu has given the
gist of that conception in a sloka composed by Srila Visvanath

Chakravarti Thakur:

aradhyo bhagavan brajesa tanayas
tad dhama vrndavanam

ramya kachid upasana braja-vadha-
vargena ya kalpita

$rimad-bhagavatarh pramanam-amalam
prema pumartho mahan

$ri chaitanya mahaprabhur-matam-idam

tatradaro nah parah

The essence of this sloka is: “If you want to worship anything, for
your complete fulfillment you must worship Krsna.”

The supreme conception

What are the qualities and qualifications of Krsna? What do you
need? You need love, beauty, charm, ecstasy, affection and har-
mony. All these qualities are present in Krsna.

If your Master is rich with all the wealth of love, beauty, charm
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and ecstasy you won’t experience any deficiency—you will get
everything through His mercy. Krsna has many expansions and
they also possess these qualities of wealth, beauty, love and
charm. This is the Vedic conception, the conception of

Vedavyasa and the supreme conception of Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu.



Chapter 2
The Lord is not Impersonal

The Lord has form and His form is very beautiful

i verywhere in the Scriptures it says the Lord has form. He is nei-

ther nirdkdara nor nirvisesa, without form or qualities. He has
form and qualities, savisesa, whether we can see it or not. If He
didn’t have form the creation of this material world wouldn’t be
possible.

This is easy to understand. As a human being I have a brain
and thus I have the ability to think, feel and will; so it is not pos-
sible the Lord, my Creator, does not have these qualities. The
whole universe was created by a conscious power, and that power
is a guardian power. It is a fully conscious power whether we can
see it or not.

The Upanisads say:

apani-pado javano grahita
pasyaty achaksuh sa $rnoty akarnah
(Svetasvatara Upanisad, 3.19)
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The Lord is present everywhere. He is in the smallest atom—
anor aniyin—and He is in the biggest universe—mahato
mahiyan. He can see and hear everything perfectly.

The Lord has an identity and an external form and that form
is like the glow of a fire or the sunshine which emanates from the
sun.

The Brahma-sambiti (verse 40) also says:

yasya prabha prabhavato jagad-anda-koti-
kotisv asesa-vasudhadi-vibhiiti-bhinnam

tad brahma niskalam anantam asesa-bhuitam
govindam adi-purusarh tam aharh bhajami

The external form of the original person, Govinda, is called
brahma, or the brahmajyoti, and brahma is like the glow of a fire
or the sunshine which emanates from the sun. Brahma is not the
Lord’s complete form. When you see the light of brahma, or
glow, from a distance it appears to be His complete form but if
you enter into that glow, what will you see? You will see, jyotir
abhyantare rispam, atulam Syamasundaram—syou will see the
eternal form of the Lord, Syamasundar, who is very beautiful and
who has a blackish complexion just like a rain cloud.

The nyaya (logic) Scriptures give an example of this. When we
see a forest from a distance we may see a bird enter it. From a dis-
tance it appears the bird disappears or merges into the forest. We
cannot see anything inside the forest; but if we can enter the for-
est we will see the bird has a nest, a husband and babies and she
is playing with her babies. From inside the forest we see many
things but from a distance we only see the outline of the forest.

The effulgence of the abode of Krsnaloka is similar. It is called
paravyoma. From a distance paravyoma appears as brahma, but as
it is said in the above sloka, tad brahma niskalam anantam asesa-
bhiitam—inside that glow Govinda is living and He is playing
with His family and associates just like an ordinary human being.
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Natural tendency—real religion

Once a devotee of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, named Sanatan
Goswami, asked Him, “Who am I and why do we go to differ-
ent species of life after we leave this body, and why do we suffer
so much in this material world?

‘ke ami’, ‘kene amaya jare tapa-traya’
iha nahi jani—‘kemane hita haya’

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya 20.102)
Mahaprabhu replied that all the Scriptures say the jiva-souls have
an eternal spiritual body. Through their own activities (karma)
they are getting the results of those activities, and those results
take them to different bodies such as a human body, an animal
body or a plant body. We are now aware of this because science
has proved that for every action there is an equal and opposite
reaction. So the question is, how can we get relief and liberation
from the illusory environment and how can we find our own joy-
ful happy life where there is no sorrow or unhappiness?

Mahaprabhu said real religion (dharma) means everyone and
everything has some natural tendency and it is necessary to dis-
cover what that natural tendency is. For example, water is liquid.
Wherever it is, it will flow downwards. That is its natural ten-
dency. Fire is hot and it will burn. If it gets cool or goes out, that
is not its natural position. The sky also has its natural tendency
or religion. It tries to observe everything in the universe. The
planets have their own religion. They are always moving in a nat-
ural synchronized way.

Mahaprabhu said the natural tendency of everyone and every-
thing is their real religion. All jzva-souls have their own religion
(jaiva dharma), and the one thing everyone has in common is
they are all able to think, feel and will; plus they all have their
own spiritual bodies. And, since the jiva-souls are small, they will
naturally be attracted by a greater power.
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Magnetic attraction

In the Rg Veda, which contains seventy-five percent of the wealth
of the Vedas, there is this famous mantra (7.22.20):

om tad visnoh paramam padam sada
pasyanti siirayah diviva chaksur-atatam
tad vipraso vipanyavo jagrvarnsah
samindhate visnor yat paramarh padam

The primary meaning is that in our search for spiritual life and
God, it is not necessary to immediately mention the Name of
Krsna. In this world and in the spiritual world there is a power-
ful glow which is like the glow of the Sun which is called the
brahmajyoti. We, the jiva-souls, are like tiny rays of that glow and
we exist in that glow. That glow has a powerful magnetic effect,
and everything that exists in this mundane world exists in that
glow, and the qualities that exist in the spiritual world are much
greater than the qualities found here.

Since that glow has a strong magnetic power, everything is
attracted by it. How are they attracted? By its beauty, its charm,
its love, its affection and its harmonious dealings. Whatever we
want exists in that large glow and is attracting us.

We have all come from that glow and we are small particles of
that glow. We are like sun rays in the sunshine, or waves in the
ocean. We are all very small, like atoms. All our power—our
thinking, feeling and willing—comes from that powerful glow,
and that powerful glow is attracting the smaller particles of
power, the jiva-souls, like a magnet attracts iron particles.
Unfortunately, the iron has become rusty, and the jzva-souls are
not attracted; that magnetic power cannot attract them, so they
are going to the mundane environment.

Clean your mirror

St Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said it is natural that the jiva-souls
want to go to their own abode, because that abode is transcen-
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dental and the jiva-souls are also transcendental.

When a particular sédhu came from India to the West some
years ago, he was honored as a representative of Indian religion,
although he wasn’t actually a representative of the religion of the
Vedas. When he gave a lecture at the University of Chicago, all
religious leaders of the world were present. He began his lecture
with these words, “My brothers and sisters in America!”
Everyone was charmed when they heard this. Everyone was
thinking, “We are brothers and sisters of this Indian s@dhu.” By
his humble and inviting mood he showed the real mood of the
Vedic religion. We are all brothers and sisters because we have all
come from that same big glow and we all have the same qualities
in our heart.

Naturally all the jiva-souls want to go to their own abode but
because they are covered by the illusory environment they can-
not see that glow, and because of their small ability to be
attracted, that glow cannot attract them.

Mahaprabhu gave the example of a mirror. He said cheto-
darpana-marjjanam. When a mirror is covered by dust we can-
not see ourselves. If we clean the dust, we can see ourselves. He
said it is necessary to clean the dust from the jiva-soul’s own
form, then all the jiva-souls will get their own natural religion
back. They will be attracted, naturally, by their own abode.

I am describing this glow, this effulgence of the Lord’s abode
as a transcendental glow, but actually it has an infinite form.

The Taittiriya Upanisad (3.1) says:

yato va imani bhiitani jayante yena
jatani jivanti yat prayanty abhisam-visanti
tad brahma tad vijijiasasva

“All the jiva-souls and all the universes have come from that
abode. That glow is maintaining all the jiva-souls as well as all of
the universes and it is the place where they will go at the end of
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creation. It exists as part of the complete spiritual body of the
Lord.”

It is said in our Scriptures, the Vedas: srnvantu visve amytasya
putrah, “O sons of nectar, sons of the nectarean ocean-sea, you
are born of nectar, and you are born to taste nectar. Why are you
suffering with birth and death and many other unwanted things?
You have your own abode. Please come back to that abode.”

asato ma sad gamah, tamasa ma jyotir gamah,
mrtor ma amrta gamah

(Brhadaranyaka Upanisad)

“From the mortal, go to the eternal. From ignorance, from dark-
ness, go to knowledge. Go to light. From unhappiness, go to
happiness.” All Scriptures give us this advice: “Don't go to the
illusory environment. Go to reality.”

Soul’s choice

Srila Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami said:

krsnera yateka khela, sarvottama nara-lila,
nara-vapu tahara svariipa,
gopa-vesa, venu-kara, nava-ki$ora, nata-vara,
nara-lilara haya anurtipa
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya 21.101)

Sometimes we see ourselves in a very fallen position, something
like that of a beast, which is to say our feelings may come in that
way if we can understand how great the difference between our
material and spiritual form is. In the spiritual world there is form
and in the material world there is form but the difference
between the two is very great.

Krsna has given everyone freedom. He says in the Srimad

Bhagavad-giti (9.25):
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yanti deva-vrata devan, pitfn yanti pitr-vratah
bhiitani yanti bhuitejya, yanti mad-yajino ’pi mam

“If you want to go to heaven you can worship the deva-vrata, the
demigods. If you want to go to where your forefathers are you
can worship the planet where they have gone, pitr-loka.” But
finally Krsna gives His advice: “Those who worship Me will
come to My abode.”

When T first joined Srila Guru Maharaj’s Mission I would
sometimes stay with Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada in Calcutta as the Calcutta branch of Sri Chaitanya
Saraswat Math was in his house. Every day I went for collection
and preaching and many people would ask me why they should
worship Krsna instead of Mother Kali. I didn’t know what to tell
them so I asked Prabhupada and he said jokingly, to tell them:
“What will you get by worshiping Mother Kali? What will be
your food and who will be your associates?”

Then he would say to tell them, “Mother Kali lives in the cre-
mation fields where there are many ghosts and other undesirable
things. Her food is the blood of her sons, the asuras, after she kills
them, and her garland is made of their skulls. This is Mother
Kal7’s style. If you want to be her associate we don’t object, but
our Krsna lives in Vrndavan Dham where He has many girl-
friends, lots of cheese, milk, sandesa, butter, fruits, sweets and
many other wonderful things. There we shall eat and play with
the cows and cowherd boys in the fresh waters of the Yamuna.
We shall play in the nice gardens and beautiful forests nestled
around Govardhan Hill. There are many wonderful things
described in Vrndavan and we will become associates of Krsna
there. We want that life! So you can do what you like.” Srila
Prabhupada always gave me good advice and nourishment
like this.

Sometimes Prabhupada would take me to preaching pro-
grams. He was firmly situated in the Bengali chemical industry
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and had a lot of higher class friends. They would invite us to
their homes for preaching programs and since I was wearing saf-
fron, Srila Prabhupada would have me sit on the Vydsasan. In
India saffron is given more respect than white cloth. Also I was a
good singer and could play the mydariga and 1 could read
Sanskrit; so after the kirtans, Srila Prabhupada, who was sitting a
little lower, would have me read the Sanskrit s/okas, and then he
would explain everything. He was very enthusiastic to preach and
we went to many programs at the houses of important and
prominent gentlemen in Calcutta. Sometimes when he had a
very big program he would take Guru Maharaj and the three of
us would go. This was our preaching style. Srila Prabhupada was
always giving me encouragement and nourishment in the

preaching field.

The Lord’s promise

The Lord promises in the Bhagavad-gita, “Whoever worships Me
will come to My abode and will not come back to this world.”

What is the abode of Lord Krsna?

na tad bhasayate siiryo, na $asanko na pavakah
yad gatva na nivartante, tad dhama paramarh mama

(Srimad Bhagavad-gita, 15.6)

“The sun and the moon cannot give light in My abode; it has its
own light. Everything is new there.” If you go to Krsna’s abode
complete transcendental feelings and realization will appear in
your heart and you will never come back to this mortal world.

Indra’s awakening

There is nothing undesirable or unwholesome in the transcen-
dental world. The saints and the Scriptures are showing us the
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way to the spiritual world but unfortunately we are not always so
receptive to that.

One time, Indra, the King of Heaven, was cursed by a 757 to
become a pig. When the curse was finished Brahma, the creator,
came to take Indra from his pig’s body.

Brahma said to Indra, “The time of your curse is finished.
Come and take charge of the heavens. If you jump in the lake
you will change your body from a pig’s body to your heavenly
body.”

Indra was identifying himself with a pig’s body. He was think-
ing his wife and children belonged to him. When he saw Brahma
he thought, “Who are you? You have four heads and a long
beard. Why should I hear from you?”

Brahma could understand that Indra was very involved with
his family life, especially his children, so he took all of Indra’s
children and threw them in the lake. Indra became very upset.
When all his children were dead he tried to catch Brahma and
kill him. He thought, “This four-headed man with a long beard
has killed my children and now he is trying to kill my wife!”

Indra couldn’t catch Brahma so Brahma suddenly grabbed
Indra’s wife and threw her in the lake.

Indra was lamenting because his whole family was dead. Again
Brahma said to him, “Please, jump in the lake and you will get a
beautiful heavenly body. Your wife and children have already got
their heavenly bodies back although you can’t see them. If you
jump in the lake you will get yours.”

Finally Indra was thinking, “What value does this hog’s body
have? I am alone. I have nothing.” He jumped in the lake, left his
body, and got back his beautiful form as the King of Heaven.

Then Brahma stood and said, “Do you want to go back to that
hog’s body? If you do I can arrange it. You were fighting with
me. Now do you understand what your form is?”

Indra shyly said, “I do not want to see that body again.”

This is also our position. We are thinking if we leave our body
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and family it will be bad for us but our spiritual, conscious
body—svarip-siddhi—is very beautiful, and the abode of the
Lord is also very beautiful. We have a relationship with the Lord,
His abode and His paraphernalia and that relationship is always
attracting us.

Five kinds of relationships

In Krsna’s abode all residents have one of five types of relation-
ships with Him: santa, désya, sakhya, vitsalya and madhura-rasa.

Santa-rasa means peacefulness. It is the primary relationship
and its main characteristic is firmness or steadiness in the service
of Krsna.

Disya-rasa means we will develop a loving serving mood
towards Krsna and His devotees. We will begin to hanker for
service to Krsna.

As we advance further we will develop a friendship with Krsna,
sakhya, and when we advance even further, more intimacy devel-
ops, and that relationship becomes parenthood or vitsalya-rasa.

Paramour: love’s highest spiritual manifestation

Consorthood with Krsna is called madhura-rasa, or a conjugal
relationship. It is the highest. It has two parts: one pertains to
marriage and the other to paramour love. In Vrndavan paramour
love is the highest; it is the mother of all rasas.

In the mundane world we consider paramour love to be very
bad. But if we understand for whom paramour love is really
meant, all such bad feelings will go. “Who is my master? Who is
the heart of my heart? Who is the wealth of my life and soul, my
all in all?” If we really know this, all bad feelings will vanish.

In this material world we have seen how paramour love is
manifested, but we must also see how that love shows itself
through many different transcendental manifestations. There are
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many varieties of tastes within paramour love and each one dis-
plays progressively more and more ecstatic manifestations.

During Mahaprabhu’s first meeting with Srila Rapa and Srila
Sanatan Goswamis in Ramakeli on His way to Vrndavan, He
advised them on how to harmonize their external positions as
important government officials with their internal desire to ren-
der exclusive service the Lord.

He advised them:

para-vyasanini nari vyagrapi grha-karmasu
tad evasvadayaty antar nava-sanga-rasayanam
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya 1.211)

“Continue your external life but keep your paramour relation-
ship with Krsna inside your heart. It is not important whether
others see it or not. Keep it in your heart in a hidden way. Just
as a married girl always thinks of her paramour lover when she is
busily engaged in her household affairs, you also think of Krsna
while you do your external work.”

We have made many rules and regulations to live in this mun-
dane world. We have divided one part of the land for ourselves
and another part for others. We have said, “This food is for the
cows and this is for me.” We have made many adjustments in
this material world so bad reactions will not come to society.
Whoever ignores these rules will be punished.

But when the mood of paramour love is firmly followed in the
spiritual world there is nothing bad. There is nothing bad in the
spiritual world. Everything is good there. That is why it is said in
the Scriptures, “Here is water and there is nectar,” or, “That
abode has its own light and is always effulgent. It never burns
and is always pleasant.”

This is Mahaprabhu’s supreme conception and this is our goal

of life.
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aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa tanayas
tad dhama vrndavanam

ramya kachid upasana vraja-vadha-
vargena ya kalpita

$rimad-bhagavatarh pramanam-amalam
prema pumartho mahan

$ri chaitanya mahaprabhor-matam-idam

tatradarah na parah

“Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. We have five spe-
cial types of relationships with Him. The highest is that of the
Vraja-gopis, composed of conjugal relationship, which in its
highest manifestation is paramour love.”



Chapter 3

tEvidence of the Conception
of v Personald God
invthe Scriptures of Indiov

here is the evidence of a personal conception of God in the
Scriptures of India?

Mahaprabhu said: Srz‘mad—B/Jdgdvamm pramanam-amalam,
the Srz‘mad—B/Mgavamm is the proof and evidence of this con-
ception. Sr[mad—B/odgavﬂmm contains the gist of all the Vedas,
and its 18,000 slokas are spotlessly pure and unalloyed, therefore
it is given more honor than any other Scripture.

The third sloka of Srimad-Bhigavatam says, nigama-kalpa-
taror galitam phalam, the grz‘mad—B/Jdgﬂmmm is the mature fruit
of the tree of Vedic literature and Vedic knowledge. If we try to
realize the meaning of this verse we will realize nigama means the
Vedas. Kalpa-taror means a wish-fulfilling tree, and galitam pha-
lam means a delicious and fully ripe fruit, which is without the
skin or seed and is extremely palatable and enjoyable like con-
densed ecstasy.

And the knowledge given in Srz'mad—B/Mgavamm is made even
sweeter because it comes through the mouth of Sukadev
Goswami, the son of Vedavyasa. Vedavyasa was searching for a
disciple who could express transcendental knowledge, so he
chose Sukadev Goswimi because Sukadev Goswami was quali-
fied to receive transcendental knowledge; that is, he is always
situated in the plane of such knowledge:

31
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parinisthito ’pi nairgunya, uttama-§loka-lilaya
grhita-cheta rajarse, akhyanam yad adhitavan
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 2.1.9)

Krsna: the Supreme Controller and Original Source

The Lord has many forms. He has manifested Himself as
Dvarakes, Mathure$ and Gopesvar. He has many different man-
ifestations and forms. From His first expansion, which is
Baladev, comes Vasudev, Sankarsan, Aniruddha and Pradyumna
and a little lower, Narayan. From Narayan, there are various
manifestations: Gupavataras, Lilavatiras, Saktyaves Avatiras, etc.
Many Avatiras come from Narayan and they are all manifesta-
tions of Lord Krsna.

But it is stated in the Brahma-sambita: isvarap paramah Krspah
sach-chid-ananda vigrahi. The different manifestations are
iSsvarah but the Param-isvarah is Krsna. He is anddir adir
Govindah, sarva-karana-karanam—ithe original One, the Cause
of all causes.

No cheating religion

Mahaprabhu said the Srimad-Bhigavatam contains the gist of
the Vedic knowledge. The Srimad-Bhagavatam is praméinam-
amalam, which means its evidence, its proof and its statements
are all pure and unalloyed. There are no alloys mixed with the
statements of Srimad-Bhigavatam. Amalam means unalloyed.
grz'mad—B/odgamtam (1.1.2) itself states:

dharmah projjhita-kaitavo ’tra
paramo nirmatsaranar satam

vedyarh vastavam atra vastu $ivadam
tapa-trayonmiilanam

$rimad-bhagavate maha-muni-krte
kim va parair i$varah
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sadyo hrdy avarudhyate ’tra krtibhih
$usraisubhis tat-ksanat

Kaitavo means “cheating.” There is no cheating in the religion
given in Srimad-Bhigavatam.

Once Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj told me I was
“cheating my stomach.” When I was staying with him in
Calcutta I used to study Srimad Bhagavad-giti from him in the
morning. Sometimes he would ask me if I had taken breakfast,
and whenever | would answer, “Yes,” he would say, “What did
you have?” If I would answer, “mudi,” (puffed rice) he would say,
“Oh, you are simply cheating your stomach!”

Religion can also cheat us. My “stomach” may be “full” of
some religious conception, but it is being cheated! It is possible
religion can fully exist in our body but in a cheating way. It may
be possible we are being cheated of the real substance.

One must be a sadhu

Sadhus have a variety of different qualities, but extremely good
sddhus are paramo nirmatsaranam. They are not envious or jeal-
ous of anyone. Matsarandm means enviousness. It is a very bad
quality. Many s@dhus have matsaranam. The Bhagavatam says,
“There is no possibility of matsaraniam in the knowledge I am
giving. This is a unique type of knowledge; it is free of mat-
saranam.”

How will one get the knowledge of the Srimad-Bhagavatam?
Sadyo hrdy avarudhyate ‘tra krtibhip susrisubhis tat-ksanat. If one
is fully surrendered and has a good service mood, he will imme-
diately get this knowledge. If one is fully surrendered and does
not mix with any bad qualities, he will get transcendental knowl-
edge. But the first condition is one must be a s@dbu.

A sddhu means one who is honest and saintly. A si@dhu is not
one who just wears a saffron cloth. Saffron cloth is a symbol of
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Vedic identification. A deer hunter may be a sadhu if he is
not envious and is surrendered to Krsna. Another good quality of
a sadhu is that his heart is always hankering for the service
of Krsna.

If one has these qualities he will get the transcendental knowl-
edge given in Srimad-Bhigavatam. Mahaprabhu said, Srimad-
Bhdgavatam pramanam-amalam, “The knowledge which is
revealed in the Srimad-Bhagavatam is spotlessly pure and it is the
ripened fruit of all the Vedas, and that fruit is love for Krsna, or
Krsna-prema.”

Real Krsna-prema: stronger than a cobra’s poison

The English word “love” cannot fully express the real meaning of
prema as given in Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta but it is the only
equivalent word we have heard in the English language. As con-
ditioned souls we do not know what prema is and we do not
know how to properly express it.

Srila Riapa Goswami, the highest cultural representative of Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, has written many beautiful expressions
about prema, but the word “love” is not sufficient to express the
ideas he has written about. For example, he says:

pidabhir nava-kala-kiata-katuta-
garvasya nirvasano

nisyandena mudam sudha-madhurima-
ahankara-sankochanah

prema sundari nanda-nandana-paro
jagarti yasyantare

jhayante sphutam asya vakra-madhuras
tenaiva vikrantayah

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya 2.52)

“Once you get love for Krsna you cannot live without it for a
moment or you would die. The ecstatic feelings you experience
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in union with Krsna are inconceivable. Krsna-prema transcends
all other types of ecstatic beauty and tastes. Nothing can surpass
it. Whoever has a touch of Krsna-prema cannot live without it.
If he was to leave it, he could not conceive of the pain of separa-
tion. It is stronger than a cobra’s poison. The burning sensation
that comes from a cobra’s poison is nothing compared to the
feelings of separation from Krsna.”

Expressions of Divine Love

Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami has given many beautiful expres-
sions regarding the sweet sound of Krsna’s flute, His beautiful,
charming and all-attractive personality, as well as the sweet asso-
ciation of chanting and dancing with Him.

vars$i-ganamrta-dhama, lavanyamrta-janma-sthana,
ye na dekhe se chanda vadana
se nayane kiba kaja, paduka tara munde vaja,
se nayana rahe ki karana
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya 2.29)

“Of what use are eyes if one does not see the face of Krsna, which
resembles the moon and is the birthplace of all beauty and the
reservoir of the nectarean songs of His flute?”

krsnera madhura vani, amrtera tarangini,
tara prave$a nahi ye $ravane
kanakadi-chidra sama, janiha se $ravana,
tara janma haila akarane
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya 2.31)

“Topics about Krsna are like waves of nectar. If such nectar does
not enter one’s ear, the ear is no better than the hole of a dam-

aged conchshell.”
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mrga-mada nilotpala, milane ye parimala,
yei hare tara garva-mana
hena krsna-anga-gandha, yara nahi se sambandha,
sei nasa bhastrara samana
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya 2.33)

“One’s nostrils are no better than the bellows of a blacksmith if
one has not smelled the fragrance of Krsna’s body which is like
the aroma of musk combined with that of the bluish lotus flower.
Indeed, such combinations are actually defeated by the aroma of
Krsna’s body.”

Mahaprabhu showed these ecstatic symptoms of love of God
when He was mad with Krsna-prema. He could not live one sec-
ond without Krsna. He was always fainting. When he regained
consciousness He would again madly search for Krsna.

Revelation by hearing

All these things have been expressed in Bengali or Sanskrit in Sri
Chaitanya-charitamyrta but the language in which they appear is
not the vital factor. Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami declares that
you do not need to know Bengali, Sanskrit or any language in
order to understand the expressions of the Chaitanya-
charitamyta. You only need to hear them. Their meanings will
reveal themselves in your heart simply by hearing.

The Vedanta is a good example of this. Who knows the mean-
ing of the Vedanta? No one. When we initiate students we give
them various mantras like the Guru Mantra, the Gayatri Mantra,
the Krsna Mantra, etc. The students do not know the meaning
of these mantras, and it is not necessary to know the meaning. If
one meditates on these mantras, their meaning will reveal them-
selves in one’s heart.

One day Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami was a little disturbed by
others who were criticizing him for using so many Sanskrit
verses, so he said:
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yeba nahi bujhe keha,  $unite $unite seha,
ki adbhuta chaitanya-charita
krsne upajibe priti,  janibe rasera riti,
$unilei bada haya hita
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya 2.87)

How will those who do not know Bengali or Sanskrit understand
the meanings of the verses of Sri Chaitanya-charitimrta? He
advised, “Just try and hear the transcendental sound of the verses.
Take them into your heart. They will reveal themselves auto-
matically and you will see everything. They are not dead matter
but a living substance. The transcendental sound vibration is also
a living entity. You can feel it and you can see it.” Yebi nihi
bujhe keha, sunite sunite seha, “Even if one does not know the lan-
guage, he will understand the subject matter simply by hearing
the verses of the Chaitanya-charitamyrta attentively.”
When Radharani heard the Name of Krsna, She said:

sai keva $unaila §yama nama

kanera bhitara diya marame pasila go
akula karila mora prana
na jani kateka madhu §yamaname ache go
vadana charite nahi pare
japite japite nama avasa karila go
kemane paiba sa-i tare
nama paratape yara aichana karala go
angera parae kiva haya
yekhane vasati tara nayane dekhiya go
yuvati dharama kaiche raya

“I don’t know who said these two syllables, ‘Krs-na,” but when
they entered My heart, My whole body became intoxicated with
that Name. I do not know whose Name it is and I do not know
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how sweet it is but I need that association.” Radharani became
mad with the Name of Krsna, and Chandidas has expressed this
in his poetry.

Transcendental transmission

Transcendental knowledge exists everywhere. It is like ether.
Ether exists everywhere but we cannot see it. Transcendental
knowledge, or Krsna consciousness, exists in everyone’s heart—
Krsna is in everyone’s heart. A Maha-Bhigavar devotee can see
Krsna’s full manifestation everywhere: yaha yaha netra pare tihi
Krsna sphure—a Mabhi-Bhigavar will see Krsna wherever he
looks. Gaura Kisor Das Babaji Maharaj, Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Thakur and Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-
Goswami Maharaj were like this.

The transmission of transcendental knowledge from one’s
heart to another’s is possible. We can understand this if we take
the example of a radio or television set. What is inside these
machines? Electronic components: transistors, tubes, and other
material elements. Electricity is a material element and it is also
present.

When everything is properly adjusted and the electrical cur-
rent is made to flow, the television set will work. It will give
sound, picture and everything. If such transmission is possible in
this mundane world through electricity then wherever there is
transcendental knowledge, that transcendental knowledge can
also certainly appear. It is only necessary to make our hearts like
a radio or a television receiver.

Living substance

Srila Guru Mahar3j said, “Everything exists in consciousness.”
We have a transcendental body and a transcendental form. So if
we have such a body why can’t transcendental knowledge reveal
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itself in our heart? It can and we can feel it. We can see tran-
scendental knowledge. It is a living entity, a living substance. It
is only necessary to adjust ourselves like a receiver, or a television
set, and then transcendental knowledge will reveal itself in our
hearts.

Once Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur was asked if he
had seen Krsna. His reply was, “What benefit will you get by
knowing whether I have seen Krsna or not? How will that bene-
fit you? I can show you Krsna but you must make your heart like
a receiver by doing what I tell you. It is not important to know
whether I have seen Krsna or not. If you want to know Krsna and
if you come through the proper channel you will see Him.” This
was the answer given by Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati
Thakur. Mahaprabhu said this is real Krsna consciousness, or the
full-fledged theism of the jiva-soul. We must try and get it.

Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur has given a very nice expression:

taniya anite vrksa e karkasa mana

naéila ihara $obha $una sadhujana

tomra sakale hao e vrksera mali

sraddha-vari diya punah kara rupasali
(Kalyina Kalpataru)

“I brought a wish-fulfilling tree, the kalyina kalpataru, down to
this world from the spiritual sky. As I was bringing it down it lost
some of its beauty; but if you water it, take care of it and give it
good nourishment it will reveal itself in your heart.” This is the
benedictine tree of divine aspiration.

Sacrifice, service, dedication

Mahaprabhu delivered transcendental knowledge to the condi-
tioned souls in order to rescue them from the illusory environ-
ment and to give them their real service life, which is a life full of
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service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He said real lib-
eration is muktir hitvanyatha-ripam svaripena vyavasthitip—it is
more than simply liberation from the material world. Real mukzi
is when we get a life of complete and full service in the service
world.

There are three planes of existence: the plane of exploitation,
the plane of renunciation and the plane of dedication. We need
to go to the plane of dedication and leave the plane of exploita-
tion. The plane of renunciation is also not a suitable place to
exist. There is nothing there except equilibrium and non-differ-
entiation (abscissa). The plane of dedication is necessary and it is
the most important plane for us. We need to go there; we need
to sacrifice ourselves there.

All the Vedic mantras say we must sacrifice ourselves in the
plane of dedication. In the Vedic mantra, “sv@ha” means, “First
dedicate yourself. See to your own self first.” Krsna says in
Bhagavad-giti (6.5): dtmaiva hy dtmano bandhur, dtmaiva ripur
atmanah, “The mind is the conditioned soul’s best friend or his
worst enemy.” We must see to our own self first—charity begins
at home.

Since we live in this illusory environment we cannot see Krsna,
His devotees, His glories, His Dham, His Pastimes or His Name
and fame. We cannot see anything of Krsna in this environment
because our eyes are covered by illusion. First it is necessary to
clean our mirror and then we can see our figure in the mirror.

Mahaprabhu said: cheto darpana-marjjanam. What should you
do first? When you return home after a long trip there must be
dust in your room, so first clean your room. When you first get
Krsna consciousness, try and clean the mirror of your mind—
cheto darpana-marjjanam bhava-mabddivigni nirvapanam—
then you will see your position. You will see what is happening
in your mental and physical position. Clean up everything and
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then you will see Mahaprabhu’s conception, which is expressed
in this sloka by Srila Visvanath Chakravarti Thakur:

aradhyo bhagavan brajesa tanayas
tad dhama vrndavanam

ramya kachid upasana braja-vadha-
vargena ya kalpita

$rimad-bhagavatarh pramanam-amalam
prema pumartho mahan

$ri chaitanya mahaprabhur-matam-idam

tatradaro nah parah



Chapter 4

Prepawring to- Understond
Krsna's Transcendental
Pastimes

tava vikriditam krsna, nrnam parama-mangalam
karpa-piyusam asadya, tyajanty anya-sprham janah
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 11.6.44)

Krsna’s Pastimes are unlimited and unfathomable. They are

completely beyond our material and limited conception.
Although we can’t understand anything of Krsna’s Pastimes from
here, they are nevertheless supremely auspicious for everyone and
are our goal of life.

Devotee: Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj Prabhupada
published the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhigavatam in a summary
form as the Krsna books. There he described the Pastimes of
Krsna with the gopis. He says if someone reads these Pastimes, or
hears about them from a bona fide authority in Krsna con-
sciousness, all that is lusty in his heart will disappear. Could you
please explain how this is possible?

Srila Govinda Maharaj: Yes. The sloka you are referring to is
this:
vikriditarh vraja-vadhtbhir idarh cha visnoh
$raddhanvito 'nuérnuyad atha varnayed yah
bhaktirh param bhagavati pratilabhya kamam
hrd-rogam a$v apahinoty achirena dhirah
(Srimad-Bhigavatam, 10.33.39)

43
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“Anyone who with faith hears or describes the Lord’s playful
affairs with the young gopis of Vrndavan will attain the Lord’s
pure devotional service. Thus he will quickly become sober and
conquer lust, the disease of the heart.”

But there is a serious condition given in this s/oka and Srila
Prabhupada has explained what that condition is: that it is nec-
essary to hear about Krsna consciousness from a bona fide
authority in Krsna consciousness. And when one hears from a
bona fide authority, that authority will not at first explain Krsna-
lilz but will start by trying to turn you into a good “receiver” of
those Pastimes. He will prepare you so you can properly receive
and understand those Pastimes. When you become a good
receiver, or when you are qualified to hear those Pastimes, that
authority will explain the Pastimes of Krsna with the gopis.
Otherwise you will not be able to understand that supramental
theory. It will not come to you in a proper way.

Faith: the basis of all religions

When one receives transcendental knowledge from his Guru and
is firm in his faith to his Guru, that person will begin to practice
Krsna consciousness. Without solid faith we cannot do anything.
Faith is the basis of all religions, not only Vaisnavism. In
Christianity, Islam and Buddhism, faith is the basis. It is neces-
sary to have firm faith in great personalities like Srila B.R.
Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj, Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur
as well as our entire Guru-parampara. It is necessary to have faith
in the words of Lord Krsna as expressed in Srimad Bhigavad-gita.
Lord Krsna Himself said to Uddhava in Srimad-Bhagavatam
(11.12.14-15):

tasmat tvam uddhavotsrjya,
chodanam pratichodanam
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pravrttim cha nivrttirh cha,
§rotavyam $rutam eva cha

mam ekam eva §aranam,
atmanarh sarva-dehinam
yahi sarvatma-bhavena,
maya sya hy akuto-bhayah

“Take shelter of Me and you will get the love, beauty, charm and
ecstasy for which you are searching. But you must keep faith in
My words or you will not get what you want.”
Another important verse is:
tasmad gururh prapadyeta, jijiasuh $reya uttamam
§abde pare cha nigsnatam, brahmany upasamasrayam
(- jrimdd—Bhdgammm, 11.3.21)

“The Guru must be qualified and the disciple must have faith.
Then Gurudev will come forward and one can approach him
with humility, honor and faith.”

Faith is necessary, otherwise it is not possible. After one’s faith
develops, the seed of the bhakti-lati can be planted by a sddhu in
the fertile ground of a faithful heart, and with good nourishment
it will grow.

No imitation

When one begins to practice Krsna consciousness all his
andrthas, or impurities, will leave him. Then he will be able to
understand the Pastimes of Lord Krsna. But first his Guru must
consider him a qualified candidate, then that spiritual authority
will describe the Pastimes of Radha and Krsna—not before. If we
hear those Pastimes without being qualified they will destroy our
spiritual bhakti-latd-bija, the seed of the creeper of devotion.
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They will kill us—that is they will destroy our spiritual life of
devotion and we will fall into the hellish garbage of sabajiyaism,
or imitationism.

There is another sloka in Srz'mad—Bhdgawmm (10.33.30) that
describes how Lord Siva can digest an ocean of poison:

naitat samacharej jatu, manasapi hy ani$varah
vina$yaty acharan maudhyad, yatharudro ’bdhi-jamh visam

If one does not hold such a powerful position as Lord Siva and
drinks an ocean of poison, he will be destroyed. The play of the
Sweet Absolute is like that, it is beyond the lustful plane of this
world. Since we live in the lustful plane it is necessary to cross
that plane by our practices. Then we will be able to understand
the Pastimes of Radha and Krsna, and transcendental conscious-
ness will appear in us.

Since these are higher level topics, before we can approach
them, it is necessary to change our consciousness from material
to spiritual consciousness. It is necessary to pass through all the
stages and varieties of material consciousness and come to the
brahma-bhutah stage and we can do that by devotion. Then we
will become qualified to hear the Pastimes of Radha and Krsna
and transcendental consciousness will appear within us.

If anything wrong remains within us in that plane it is known
as a shadow of lust. This will be quickly demolished and very
soon we will get clean Krsna-prema, or love, affection and service
to Krsna. When our enjoying mood and spirit disappears we will
become qualified for the service of the Vraja-gopis. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam has given us this caution but one phrase
is very important in the above sloka and that is, “the qualified
spiritual master.”

Devotee: How can one get a qualified spiritual master?

Srila Govinda Maharaj: It depends on the jiva-soul's own
fortune, or his sukrti. Not everyone is able to get a qualified
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spiritual master, but in the age of Kali there is special help for the
conditioned souls, like the many instructions Lord Krsna gives in
the Bhagavad-gita. There are also many incarnations and associ-
ates of the Lord who have appeared in this world. If we are able
to get at least some light from them, we may search for a great
personality from whom we can get the property of Krsna
consciousness. And this searching spirit will come by reading the
literature of the divine devotees of the Lord.

Devotee: During the battle of Kuruksetra not only perfected
souls saw Krsna but everyone saw Him. Duryodhana and others
also saw Krsna. I am an ordinary person then why am I not able
to see Krsna?

Srila Govinda Maharaj: We can see Krsna but what kind of
Krsna do you want to see? You are seeing Krsna. It may be in a
photo or may be in the form of a deity.

Devotee: In the human form just like everybody. How can I rec-
ognize the ‘human’ form of Krsna?

Srila Govinda Maharaj: Yes, we can see that if we will get that
vision. Arjuna wanted to see the Visvariipa, Universal Form of
Krsna, but before showing that to Arjuna, Krsna said, “You can-
not see Me with these eyes so I am giving you divine eyes. Now
you can see Me.”

na tu marm $akyase drastum, anenaiva sva-chaksusa
divyam dadami te chaksuh, pasya me yogam ai$varam
(Srimad Bhagavad-giia, 11.8)

In this sloka Krsna said to Arjuna, “I am giving you transcen-
dental vision, now you can see Me.” If I get transcendental vision
by the grace of Krsna, then I can see Krsna. If we wait a few years
maybe through science we will be able to see many things.
Through scientific research we can see many things and that is
not transcendental, no doubt, but it is one kind of vision, which
is recognized as ‘transcendental’ by mundane people.
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Proper source

[t is necessary to discover where our deficiency or disease is. After
we hear about Krsna consciousness, more and more hankering
for Krsna consciousness should develop within us. This hanker-
ing is a good sign but to get such hankering it is necessary to go
to the proper source or the proper “university.” All universities
are not the same. If you want to study physics, mathematics or
chemistry you must go to a teacher who can teach you those sub-
ject matters. You must train under his guidance. If we want
everything in a cheap way, you won’t get anything; you will only
get imitation knowledge. You will get an imitation stone, not a
real diamond.

If I feel it is necessary to elevate myself from my present posi-
tion in this mundane environment to a higher stage, I must go
to that type of qualified source who can take me from this world.
I must practice under his guidance. When the time for higher
study comes, we must go to the proper type of expert who can
give us higher knowledge.

Devotee: My experience is that the lust within me is not disap-
pearing. At times it is suppressed but again it comes back. I think
it hasn’t actually disappeared. Is this correct?

Srila Govinda Maharaj: Yes. It will completely disappear if we
can keep ourselves in the plane of service; and the stage by stage
process for doing that is given in the Bbakti Rasamyrta Sindhu
(1.4.15-16):

adau $raddha tatah sadhu-sango ’tha bhajana-kriya
tato ’nartha-nivrttih syat tato nistha ruchis tatah

Lust will remain with us up to the plane of ruchi. Ruchi means
“taste.” Lust will disappear from our hearts when we become
firmly situated in the plane of ruchi. When a special kind of
attraction or taste for service to the Lord appears, I will be pro-
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moted to that plane of service. Then lust will leave and ruchi will
develop. Lust will exist below the standard of ruchi. Sometimes
it will come and sometimes it will go, and sometimes it will be

suppressed.

Conditions for growth

Lust has a very sweet name. It is called mano-bhava. Mano-bhava
means it takes birth in the mind; it appears in the mind. If the
mind is clear, lust will automatically go to Krsna. Lust will not
come to your mind. We can understand lust grows in the mind
because if the mind is absent, or if your mind is disturbed, lust
will not come to you. This is the proof lust grows in the mind.
When the mind is absent, lust is not present. It will grow in your
mind when a particular situation arises.

Once the demigods and asuras were churning the ocean. After
they finished, Lord Krsna appeared in the form of Mohini Marti
to distract the asuras. When Lord Siva saw her, he chased after
her. Normally Lord Siva isn’t like that, but a particular situation
developed and he ran after Mohini Marti.

This proves lust grows in the mind. Everyone can understand
this if they will try. In the primary stage it is necessary to control
lust; and in the final stage it will not appear because Krsna is
Reality the Beautiful. All attachment, attraction and service will
automatically go to Krsna. Love, affection and everything will go
to Krsna and lust will disappear. It will not come again. Before
that it will come and go. But don’t be fearful—it will be
removed; it will be removed by dharma-buddpi. Lust can be
removed by dharma-buddhi, and dharma-buddhi means religious
intelligence.

Once Krsna asked Maharaj Yudhisthir about this subject.
Krsna is very naughty, and He asked Maharaj Yudhisthir this
question because Maharaj Yudhisthir never told a lie. His ques-
tion was very dangerous.

Krsna said, “Your mother looks like an eighteen or twenty-
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year-old girl. She is very beautiful. Have you ever been polluted
in your mind by seeing her?”

Yudhisthir said, “Yes. Sometimes I am shocked to see her, but
I control everything with my religious intelligence.” This answer
is found in the Mahabhiraz.

Hare Krsna: all in all

Devotee: Could you please speak about Gayatri diksa or second
initiation?

Srila Govinda Mabharaj: Diksi means initiation. Harinam diksa
is the main initiation in our Vaisnava religion. In the age of Kali-
yuga, if you do not take second initiation—called Gayatri diksa
in our society—that will not be harmful if you took the Harinam
Mahamantra from a bona fide Guru.

Generally people take initiation from a bona fide Guru in
order to save themselves from the material environment. The
Gayatri diksd mantra is for second initiation but the Lord
Himself has given a special prescription for the age of Kali: the
Lord has manifested Himself through the Guru-parampara in
the form of the Harindm Mahamantra. There are no rules and
regulations for chanting the Harinam Mahamantra. This is
stated in the Scriptures, but if I say this, I will be an offender to
Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, but the sloka is this
(Sri Chaitanya-charitimyta, Madhya 15.110):

akrstih krta-chetasam sumanasam
uchchatanam chamhasam

achandalam amiika-loka-sulabho
vasya$ cha mukti-$riyah

no diksam na cha sat-kriyam na cha
purascharyam manag iksate

mantro ’yarh rasana-sprg eva phalati
éri-krsna-namatmakah
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The gist is, “You chant the Hare Krsna Mahamantra and be
happy.” This sloka is very strong. Srila Prabhupada gave four
directives; but what will happen if someone cannot follow these
four directives?

Medicine and diet

Prabhupada’s instructions were, “If you want the proper results
of chanting the Hare Krsna Mahamantra, you must follow the
four directives.” If you want good results in curing a disease, you
must take medicine—but you must also follow a proper diet.
Then the disease will go away very easily. This is the harmony
between this $/oka and Srila Prabhupada’s instructions.

Prabhupada said if you engage in nonsense activities and take
the Harindm Mahamantra it will take time before the results of
chanting come to you. Prabhupada considered everyone a sick
man. A sick man must have a good diet. On some days I am tak-
ing only milk and sago (tapioca), because my health isn’t always
good. If I take too many fried foods my sugar will increase. So
the diet must be appropriate.

Prabhupada knew Western society has no rules and regula-
tions of life. They hold a big license for enjoyment, and the name
of that license is “teenager.” Society has given young people a big
license for sense enjoyment and that is, “Oh, he is a teenager.”
That means a teenager can do anything. The parents and the
society are all giving enthusiasm for this.

But Prabhupada wanted to control this. At least he thought it
was necessary to give them the knowledge that they should not
kill others. If a father has a lot of money and takes his teenager
gambling and loses everything, that is not good. Prabhupada
said: “Do not kill others, do not gamble, and do not take drugs.”
He also said don’t take other intoxication or have illicit sex.

The life of this world is a sexual life. Through that, birth and

death and happiness and sadness come to us. But you can use this
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process in your practicing life. Sexual life can also give you the
supreme benefit. You only have to be a devotee and serve Krsna
with your wife and children. That is legal and in this way you can
proceed in your practicing life and difficulties will not come to
you.

It is necessary to know the meaning of everything and for that
a Guru is necessary. A Guru will say what is good and what is
bad. Prabhupada also said this. He had some experience of the
Western world, but not full experience.

In the beginning Prabhupada wanted to make a “Guardian
ruled family” in which everyone in the family would happily
worship Lord Krsna. He wanted to make a Vaisnava village in
Mayapur, but I have seen this was not possible.

Everything is within us

Many different kinds of activities are going on in the Western
world and this influence is entering the Indian culture and
destroying it. It is destroying the Vedic culture but what can
be done? Kali is the master of this age. He is the guardian now.
To avoid Kali’s influence is difficult but those who are Krsna
conscious must try to proceed under the shelter of Krsna con-
sciousness. Then other influences will not come.

An example is everyone takes food, but one who is Krsna con-
scious does not take food. What do you think? Is he fasting? No.
He takes maha-prasidam. First he offers food to Lord Krsna and
then he takes the remnants of that prasidam. Then reactions
won’t come to him. Krsna says in Srimad Bhagavad-gita:

yajha-$istasinah santo, muchyante sarva-kilbisaih
bhufjate te tv agharh papa, ye pachanty atma-karanat

“Whoever cooks for himself eats sin but when one prepares food
for the Lord and offers it to Him, those preparations become
transcendental because the Lord Himself is transcendental.”
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The remnants of prasidam give us spiritual strength and life.
This is the Krsna conscious person’s life. Everything is within
you but you must be Krsna conscious.

Valuable property

When we have a physical body, there will be physical problems.
But everything is valuable if I can use it properly. Narottam Das
Thakur said, karmarpane krodha bhakta-dvesi jane, lobha sadhu-
sarige Hari-kathd (Sri Prema-bhakti-chandrika).

We can use everything for Krsna consciousness; we must use
what is within us wisely. This is the meaning of the four
directives given by Srila Prabhupada. But that sloka—adikrstih
krta-chetasam sumanasam uchchiatanam chamhasam—should not
give us enthusiasm to break the rules or to do anything and
everything as we may like.

We are getting Krsna consciousness in the cheapest way.
Because of this we cannot understand what we are getting and
what we are losing. If you pay a thousand dollars for one day you
will think it is very valuable but if you get it very cheaply how
will you understand its value? You offer one flower at the lotus
feet of Krsna or Gurudev and afterwards you throw it away.
It may not be in an inauspicious place, but you throw it away.

Everything can produce spiritual property—sabda, sparsa,
riipa, rasa, gandha: experience by sound, touch, sight, taste and
smell—all can give us good results if we adjust them in the
proper way for our spiritual benefit.



Powt Two-

Krsna's Four
Super-excellent
Qualdities



Krsna’s Four Super-excellent Qualities

sarvadbhuta-chamatkara-lila-kallola-varidhih

atulya-madhura-prema-mandita-priya-mandalah

tri-jagan-manasakarsi-murali-kala-kajitah
asamanordhva-rapa-$ri-vismapita-characharah

lila premna priyadhikyarh, madhuryam venu-rapayoh
ity asadharanam proktarh, govindasya chatustayam

evarh guna$ chatur-bhedas, chatuh-sastir udahrtah
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya 23.82-85)

Apart from His sixty transcendental qualities, Krsna has addition-
ally four transcendental qualities, which are not manifest even in the

personality of Nardyan.

These are the four super-excellent qualities that belong exclusively to
Krsna and not to any other form of the Lord. Nardyan has sixty
qualities and Baladev sixty-two. Krsna has sixty-four:

(1) Krsna is like an ocean filled with waves of Pastimes that evoke
wonder within everyone.

(2) In His activities of conjugal love, He is always surrounded by
His dear devotees who possess unequaled love for Him.

(3) He attracts the minds of all the three worlds by the melodious
vibration of His flute.

(4) His personal beauty and opulence are beyond compare. No one
is equal to Him, and no one is greater than Him. He is so beau-
tiful thatr He is called Krsna.”

Lord Krspa is more exalted than ordinary living beings and
demigods like Lord Siva. He is even more exalted than His personal
expansion Nardyan. In all, the Supreme Personality of Godhead has
sixty-four transcendental qualities in full.



Chapter 1
Krsnaws Sweet Pastimes

sarvadbhuta-chamatkara-lila-kallola-varidhih

“Krsna is like an ocean filled with waves of Pastimes
that evoke wonder within everyone in the three worlds.”

Question: Srila Rapa Goswami says Krsna has four super-excel-
lent qualities that no other form of the Lord or incarnation has.
Could you please explain what these are.

Srila Govinda Maharaj: Yes. The first quality, sarvadbhuta-
chamatkara-lili-kallola-viridhih, is that Krsna’s Pastimes are
extremely sweet and relishable all the time. They are far superior
to the Pastimes of any other form of the Lord, including
Narayan. No other form of the Lord has such wonderful
Pastimes as Krsna.

Krsna’s Pastimes take place in Vrndavan Dham with the
Vraja-gopis, the Vraja-bdlakas and all the Vraja-vdisis. They take
place in effulgent, ecstatic and sweetest of sweet ways. Narayan
doesn’t have these qualities in His Pastimes. These qualities don’t
exist in the Pastimes of Narayan, Narayan-/i/a.

Krsna’s Pastimes begin from His birth. Narayan doesn’t have
a birth. He is called the unborn. Whoever doesn’t have a birth
will not have pastimes associated with birth. He won’t have a
father or mother, or any relatives, so he won’t have the pastimes
associated with birth and childhood, etc.

Krsna has a father, a mother, a brother and a sister and He also
has many friends, lovers and paramours. He is always playing

59
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with the cows and calves and enjoying with the opulent fruits
and sweet smelling trees in the forests of Vrndavan. He gives
pleasure to the Yamuna by bathing in her with the Vraja-gopis
and He has many Pastimes in the different kujas (forest groves)
of Vrndavan. His life is a life full of sweet and wonderful
Pastimes. Narayan, the supreme creator Visnu, doesn’t have such
extraordinary Pastimes.

When Krsna was present on Earth all other forms of the Lord
as well as the demigods and all the great sages were astonished to
hear about His wonderful Pastimes. In fact all the transcenden-
tal and material worlds were astonished to see the Pastimes of
Krsna who appeared as the son of Nanda Maharaj.

Nanda Maharaj, the foster father of Krsna, was the king of a
society of cowherd men but he didn’t own a castle; he didn’t
have an opulent house or even any fixed residence. He moved
from pasturing ground to pasturing ground making a thatched
house or living in whatever place was available, but in his court-

yard the Supreme Personality of Godhead played.

Brahma’s illusion

Once, Lord Brahma came to join that play. When he came to
join that play he became confused. He couldn’t understand who
Krsna was. He thought, “Who is this boy playing here? I didn’t
create Him! What is going on here?”

Brahma meditated and through meditation understood Krsna
was the Supreme Personality of Godhead—but he couldn’t
believe it. He thought, “How could the Supreme Personality of
Godhead be playing in the courtyard of Nanda Maharaj just like
an ordinary child? This is impossible!”

To see if Krsna really was the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Brahma stole all cows, calves and cowherd boys, put
them in a cave and left.

The next day he returned and saw to his amazement every-
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thing was the same. Krsna was outside playing with everyone!

Brahma became puzzled and thought, “I put everyone in a
cave yesterday and left, and now they are here exactly like they
were yesterday. Maybe there was a hole in the cave and they
escaped?”

Brahma went to the cave and saw Krsna playing inside with
everyone. He left the cave and again saw Krsna playing outside
and enjoying with all of His paraphernalia!

Then Brahma understood. With folded hands he approached
Krsna and said, “O my Lord, I have done wrong. You are always
giving consciousness and remembrance to me, and I am always
forgetting You. I have forgotten You, and again You have
checked me. Please forgive me for my offenses. I confess that
anyone who says they know You, Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, or Your unlimited Pastimes, can say so but I say

I cannot understand anything about You with my mind, words
or deeds.”

jananta eva janantu, kirh bahuktya na me prabho
manaso vapuso vacho, vaibhavam tava go-charah
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 10.14.38)

“I can’t say anything more. I can only say whoever says they
know You or understand Your Pastimes can say so but I say I
cannot understand even a small amount of Your unlimited
Pastimes.”

This is one example of the first quality Srila Riipa Goswami
mentions as belonging to Krsna and not to any other incarnation
or Avatar: Krsna’s super-excellent Pastimes in Vrndavan Dham.

Brahma at the gate

Another incident which shows the superiority of Krsna’s
Pastimes was when Brahma went to Dwaraka to visit Krsna.
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When he arrived he saw many gatekeepers. Brahma has a lot of
power but he saw his power was useless there, otherwise he could
have suddenly appeared before Krsna.

Brahma waited at the gate and asked the gatekeeper to inform
Krsna he had come. When the gatekeeper informed Krsna, Krsna
replied, “Which Brahma?”

Brahma heard this through his mystic power, and thought,
“What sort of nonsense question is that? I am Brahma! Krsna
knows I am Brahma.”

Then Brahma—who is a gentleman—asked the gatekeeper to
inform Krsna he was the chatur-mukhi Brahma, the Brahma with
four heads. When the gatekeeper informed Krsna of this, Krsna
said, “Oh, that Brahma! Bring him, bring him in.”

After Brahma entered, Krsna showed him a lot of respect. He
said, “You have been waiting at the gate a long time. Please don’t
mind. Come and take your seat. Why have you come?”

Brahma said, “I will answer that question later but first tell me
why did You ask, “Which Brahma?’ Is there another Brahma
besides me?”

Krsna gave a little smile and remembered all the Brahmas.
There are many Brahmas. Each universe has its own Brahma and
there are many, many universes. One by one all the Brahmas
came. One with four heads, one with eight heads, one with ten
heads, one with a hundred heads and one with a thousand
heads—many thousands of Brahmas came to see Krsna, and one
by one they all bowed to Krsna’s lotus feet. Miraculously, accom-
modation for all of them took place and the four-headed Brahma
appeared like an insect in front of them. Then suddenly they all
stood and asked, “Why are we so fortunate, O Lord, that You
have remembered us? What is your wish?”

Krsna said, “It isn’t anything important. I just wanted to see
you. I haven’t seen you in a long time. Now you can all go back
to your own abodes.”

After all the Brahmas left, the four-headed Lord Brahma said,
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“I have my question answered. I am very fortunate Your Pastimes
are going on in my brahmanda (universe). I feel very fortunate
indeed.” Brahma offered many prayers to Krsna, and Krsna gave
him His mercy, and Brahma returned happily to his abode.

These are the types of Pastimes that take place in Krsna-/i/a.
Especially in Vrndavan Dham they are all full of ecstasy and
miraculous for everyone—sarvadbhuta-chamatkira-lili-kallola-
varidhip. In Narayan-/ila there aren’t such Pastimes—with the
cows, the Vraja-balakas, the Vraja-gopis and all the Vraja-vasis—
which take place in Vrndavan Dham twenty-four hours a day
and which are so wonderful for everyone.

Inconceivable Pastimes

Mahaprabhu said that all of Krsna’s Pastimes are inconceivable
—achintya-bhedibheda-tartva. It is not possible to understand
them from here. We live within the materially conscious world
so it is not possible to understand transcendental consciousness
and Krsna’s Pastimes from here.

Every evening in Puri, Mahaprabhu would talk with Svartip
Damodar and Rimananda Raya in the Gambhira. One evening
they were discussing the poetry of Chandidas. Chandidas said in
one poem, “Whoever can conceive a garland can be made from
the peaks of mountains with a tiny thread, or an elephant can be
bound with a spider’s web, can understand Krsna’s Pastimes.”
You must believe you can bind an elephant with a spider’s web
before you can understand Krsna’s Pastimes.

When I first joined Srila Guru Maharaj’s Mission he asked me
if I could do two things. He said, “Can you not follow your
mind, and can you follow my instructions?” I said, “Yes,” and
Guru Maharaj was happy. Then he said, “Can you forget the
songs you know?” I was born in a Vaisnava family and my father
was a famous professional singer. Because of that I had some
singing capacity and had memorized all of the Vaisnava songs.



64 Religion of the Heart

Stila Guru Mahar3j tested me as to my singing style, meter, etc.
by having me sing in front of Krsna Das Babaji Maharaj. I sang
in front of Babaji Maharaj and he told Guru Maharaj that [ knew
many songs and was a good singer.

A few days later Guru Maharaj told me to forget those songs.
He said they were sabajiyi songs and that condition would
increase if I sang them. I said I would not sing those songs.
He gave me a book named Sarandgati and marked thirty-two
songs. He asked me to memorize them within a week and said
the songs of madhura-rasa would come later. He said, “They will
reveal in your heart after ruchi. When you will get the position
of ruchi, or taste, you can learn them.”

Ripa Goswami showed this in a step-by-step sequence:

adau $raddha tatah sadhu-sango ’tha bhajana-kriya
tato ’nartha-nivrttih syat tato nistha ruchis tatah
(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu, 1.4.15)

When it is necessary for the devotee to know what Vrndavan is,
what Govardhan is, what the Yamuna is and what the forests of
Vrndavan are and what the Pastimes of Krsna-/i/z are, everything
will reveal itself in the heart of a surrendered soul. This is the
meaning of Srila Guru Maharaj’s book, Sri Sri Prapanna-
Jjivanamrtam, the “Life Nectar of the Surrendered Souls.”

Z
Srimati Radharant’s solace

When Krsna met Radharani and the Vraja-gopis at Kuruksetra,
He said:

mayi bhaktir hi bhatanam, amrtatvaya kalpate
distya yad asin mat-sneho, bhavatinarh mad-apanah
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 10.82.44)
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“Devotional service unto Me is the only way to attain Me, My
dear gopis. The only reason for My returning to you is the love
and affection you have attained for Me by good fortune.”

In India it is customary to go to Kuruksetra during a solar
eclipse and bathe in a lake there. People from all over India do
this. Krsna went to Kuruksetra from Dwaraka with His queens,
and Radharani and the gopis went from Vrndavan to meet Him.

When the gopis met Krsna’s queens, the queens said to them,
“We have not actually had Krsna’s presence. We think He is
absentminded because we can’t tell what He is thinking. When
He is asleep and dreaming sometimes He calls, ‘O Lalita, O
Visakha, O Yasoda, O Mother Rohini” He says many things
when He is dreaming. We have heard all the Vraja-gopis” and
Vraja-bdlakas’ names many times, and now you are here.
Whether Krsna lives in Mathura or Dwaraka, He always remem-
bers you.” Krsna’s queens glorified the Vraja-gopis in this way.

When Krsna first met the Vraja-gopzs in Kuruksetra, they
asked Him, “How long will we wait for You?”

He said, “In a short time, in a few years, I shall go back to
Vrndavan. Don’t think I won’t go. I am bound to go. Don’t
think that I live here. Actually I live with all of you in Vrndavan.
Every day you are getting My association in Vrndavan. What
you are doing with Me is positive. You think it is negative, but it
is positive. What I am doing here is negative. Every day in
Vrndavan My Pastimes are going on and every day you are get-
ting My association. You are giving Me nourishment every day
and that is positive. Whatever you are doing there is positive.”

When Krsna said this to the gopis, Mayi bhaktir hi bhitanam
[Implying: “I shall come back to Vrndavan to see you.” —Ed.],
they believed it. That is why Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami gave
this sloka before the above one in the Sr7 Chaitanya-charitamyta:
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eta tanre kahi krsna,  vraje yaite satrsna,
eka $loka padi’ sunaila

sei $loka $uni’ radha,  khandila sakala badha,
krsna-praptye pratiti ha-ila

“While speaking to Srimati Radharani, Krsna became very anx-
ious to return to Vrndavan. He made Her listen to a verse which
banished all Her difficulties and which assured Her that She
would again attain Him.”

If you say something to someone in an exclusive way they will
understand it. If you say to someone, “Yesterday we were taking
prasidam together and you were giving me fried subji and we
were talking and laughing”, if you say that in an exclusive way
that person must believe it. He will think, “Yes, yes, that hap-
pened.”

So after hearing the following sloka Radharani got good nour-
ishment:

mayi bhaktir hi bhiitanam, amrtatvaya kalpate
distya yad asin mat-sneho, bhavatinam mad-apanah
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.82.44)

“If You, Radharani, hear what I am saying You will see this is the
truth. Every day I am living with You. Every day there are My
Pastimes in Vrndavan and every day You are getting My associ-
ation. Every day You are giving Me nourishment, and that is pos-
itive.

Mother Sach’s joy

Mahaprabhu sent Damodar to Nabadwip and instructed him to
tell Mother Sachi, “Every day I come to take the prasidam you
prepare for Me.” Mahaprabhu said: “Mother Sachi thinks she is

dreaming. It is not a dream. I eat from her hand every day. You
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tell her that and remind her that yesterday I came and took prasa-
dam from her. She cooks many nice preparations for the Deities
such as 57k, etc. and afterwards she gives them to Me and when
I eat them she becomes very happy. But she thinks she is dream-
ing. When she sees the plate has nothing on it, she thinks she
forgot to put food from the pots on the plate. She goes to the
kitchen and sees there is no food in the pots and she thinks she
is dreaming. The positive truth is that I ate everything. Remind
My mother of that and she will believe it.” This is an example of
telling someone something in an exclusive way.

Krsna always lives in Vrndavan

When Krsna said to Radharani and the gopis that He goes to
Vrndavan every day and plays with them, they believed it.

Actually Krsna never leaves Vrndavan. He always lives in
Vrndavan.

krsno ’nyo yadu-sambhiito,
yah piirnah so ’sty atah parah
vrndavanam parityajya,
sa kvachin naiva gachchhati
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Antya 1.67)

Vindivanan: parityajya, sa kvachin naiva gachchbati. Srila Riipa
Goswami said Krsna does not leave Vrndavan, not even for one
moment. He lives there with the Vraja-balakas, the sakhis and the
gopis, etc. Krsna’s Pastimes are always going on in Vrndavan.

Ecstatic revelation

Every night with His two confidential associates, Svartp
Damodar and Ramananda Raya, Mahaprabhu heard and tasted
the ecstasy of Jayadev’s Gitd-Govinda, the Jagannitha-vallabha-
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nataka, the Sri Krsna-karnamrta and the songs of Chandidas and
Vidyapati:

chandidasa, vidyapati, rayera nataka-giti,
karpamrta, $ri-gita-govinda
svariipa-ramananda-sane, mahaprabhu ratri-dine,
gaya, Sune—parama ananda
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya 2.77)

They were able to get and to take the real and direct association
of $ti Krsna. After Jayadev, Vidyapati and Chandidas, only Riipa
Goswami could sing those types of songs.

Once you start expressing Krsna-/i/z you cannot stop. There is
so much ecstasy you cannot stop.

madhurarh madhurarh vapur asya vibhor
madhuram madhuram vadanam madhuram
madhu-gandhi mrdu-smitam etad aho
madhuramh madhuram madhuram madhuram
(Krsna-karnamyta, by Sri Bilvamangala Thaitkur)

When Srila Guru Maharaj would express Krsna-/7z he would
forget who was in front of him. As he was speaking he would for-
get who was there, who was hearing.

Guru Maharaj gives the meaning of the Gayatri Mantram

One day I said to Guru Maharaj, “You are giving the meaning of
the Gayatri Mantram, the Rg Veda mantra, etc., and the Vedas
say one isn’t supposed to give their meaning. It is a private mat-
ter, so why are you giving it?”

Srila Guru Maharaj said, “O Govinda Maharaj, what are you
thinking? What expressions and ideas come from the Gayatri
Mantram? We are giving the Gayatri Mantram to others and
they will meditate on it and feel it after reaching perfection. No
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one is giving anything before perfection. If I don’t give it, I think
no one will give it in the future. No one has given it before so I
feel I should give it. It is necessary for the conditioned souls.
Many devotees want to know the meaning, so I am giving it.”

The meaning was published from the San Jose Math in the
Guardian of Devotion. Everyone in our sampraddya was amazed
to see it. What Srila Guru Maharaj gave is extremely worshipable:
the inner meaning of the Gayatri Mantram, etc. He knew every-
thing and he was the only one who knew everything.

Once he told he went to feed the cows in the field and when
he sat underneath a tree and was meditating on the Gayatri
Mantram he suddenly saw the whole Visvariip form of the Lord.
The whole effulgence of the Gayatri Mantram became manifest
before him. That was his first experience with the Gayatri
Mantram.

After that, Guru Maharaj had many experiences but if he
would tell them, it would be difficult for others to understand.
That is, if you don’t have a good instrument for receiving, how
will you receive it? The wall cannot receive radio waves. Our
insides are not adjusted to receive transcendental knowledge. It
may exist within us but we are not adjusted to receive it. If we
can fine-tune or adjust ourselves, everything will be revealed in
our heart.

hrdaya haite bale jihvara agrete chale

$abda-riipe nache anuksana

kanthe more bhange svara, anga kanpe thara thara
sthira haite na pare charana

(- gdmndgatz’, by Sri Bhaktivinod Thakur)

When we are internally adjusted to receive transcendental knowl-
edge the mantra will forcefully come and dance on our tongue.
This is the real dance of Mahaprabhu or the real dance of the
Holy Name.
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tunde tandavini ratith vitanute tundavali-labdhaye
karpa-kroda-kadambini ghatayate karparbudebhyah sprham
chetah-prangana-sangini vijayate sarvendriyanam krtim

no jane janita kiyadbhir amrtaih krsneti varna-dvayi

(Vidagdha-madhava, 1.15)

When Srila Ripa Goswami expressed these glories of the Holy
Name, Srila Haridas Thakur said, “I have never heard this type
of sloka describing the Holy Name before. I have heard many
glories of the Holy Name, but I never heard this type of sloka.”
Haridas Thakur said this, and he was a siddha mahitma (per-
fected soul).

“When we are chanting, the mantra is revealing itself on our
tongue. At that time an eagerness for millions of tongues will
come to us. If we will get those we will be satisfied. We are
hankering for millions of ears when we hear of the real form of
Krsna. Chetap-prarigana-sargini vijayate sarvendriyanim krtim.
When the Mahamantra dances in our mind, the mind is
dancing.”

Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur said that when the Holy Name is
revealing on the mental plane, devastation comes to the mind
through the presence of Krsna-Nama. That is real Krsna-Nama.



Chapter 2
Krsnas Wonderful Associates

atulya-madhura-prema-mandita-priya-mandalah

“In His activities of conjugal love He is always
surrounded by His dear devotees who possess

unequaled love for Him.”

he next quality Srila Riipa Goswami explains that belongs
exclusively to Krsna and not to any other form of the Lord is that
Krsna has wonderful associates who are always serving Him
with love and affection: atulya-madhura-prema-mandita-priya-
mandalah. All the Vraja-visis and associates of Krsna in Sri
Vrndavan Dham give pleasure to Krsna’s heart twenty-four
hours a day with their miraculous service, miraculous faith and
miraculous love. Narayan and other incarnations of the Lord do
not have this quality. They do not have such an all-attractive
character that attracts such spontaneous loving devotional affec-
tion from Their servitors.

Five types of relationships

In Vrndavan Dham, Krsna is always served by His devotees with
five types of divine relationships: sinta-rasa, disya-rasa, sakhya-
rasa, vatsalya-rasa and madhura-rasa.
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In sakhya-rasa, Krsna’s friends always try to give pleasure to
His heart as if they are in an equal position with Him. When
they eat something and feel it is very good, even if it is half-eaten,
they give it to Krsna saying, “O Krsna, this apple is very good,
taste it. This sz is so nice, please try it. This mango is wonderful,
take it!” Or, “This type of play is very nice. Let’s play.” They play
with Krsna and feel Krsna and themselves are equal—only that
Krsna is a little more special.

In Govardhan-dharan-lili Krsna lifted Govardhan Hill and
held it for seven days. All the cowherd boys, cowherd men and
even the cowherd girls took sticks to help Him.

They thought, “Krsna has taken the whole of Govardhan Hill
in His hand. He has some special power, no doubt, but still we
must help Him.”

Parental service: vatsalya-rasa

Everyone has heard how much Krsna’s father and mother—
Nanda Maharaj and Yasodamayi—and Rohini serve Him. An
example of this intense servitorship is shown in the slokas of Sri
Damodardastakam:

rudantam muhur netra-yugmam mrjantam
karambhoja-yugmena satanka-netram
muhuh $vasa-kampa-trirekhanka-kantha-
sthita-graiva-damodaram bhakti-baddham

The expression in this sloka is very nice. Mother Yasoda is angry.
She is chasing Krsna and wants to capture Him and beat Him for
being naughty. Krsna is running and looking over His shoulder
and then can’t see anymore because His eyes are full of tears. He
is so afraid, rudantarm mubur netra-yugmanm myjantam. He is out
of breath and so tired. He is suffering so much, mububp svisa-
kampa-trirekbirika-kantha.
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You won’t see these qualities in the Pastimes of Narayan-/i/a.
Krsna is Sach-chid-ananda-vigraha, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, and this is vividly expressed in other slokas of
Sri Damodardstakam. The last verse is especially nice:

namas te 'stu damne sphurad-dipti-dhamne
tvadiyodarayatha visvasya dhamne

namo radhikayai tvadiya-priyayai

namo 'nanta-lilaya devaya tubhyam

Mother Yasoda wants to bind Krsna with a rope. An effulgence
has come from that rope and the author says, “I bow down to
that rope,” namas te stu damne sphurad-dipti-dhamne. Who has
Mother Yasoda bound? She has bound the Creator of the Whole
Creation with a rope. Mother Yasoda has bound Krsna’s belly
with a rope! These are the Pastimes of vatsalya-rasa which take
place in Vrndavan Dham between Krsna and His devotees.

Madhura-rasa, the Pastimes of Srimati Radharani

In the last sloka of Damodarastakam the author mentions mad-
hura-rasa, the conjugal Pastimes of Krsna. He says, Namo
Ridpikayai  tvadiya-priyiyai, namo ‘nanta-liliya Deviya
tubhyam—-1 do not want to say anything more; I can only say I
bow to Radhika and the Supreme Lord. I can’t say anything
about Your transcendental Pastimes which are manifest in this
material world with Your divine associates. Your Pastimes are
infinite. There is no end and no beginning to them.”

Here the author also indicates the glories of Srimati
Radharani: “I can’t say anything more about Radharant’s
Pastimes. They are beginningless and continue twenty-four
hours a day with Her Lord, Krsna, Her prana-vallabha, Her
heart and soul. She is the dearest of the dearest and nearest of
the nearest.”
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More examples of madhura-rasa

Radharant’s service is briefly expressed in the above sloka. Srila
Baladev Vidyabhusan has given another very nice sloka:

govindabhidha mandirasrita
padam hastastha ratnadivat
tattvam tattva vidhuttama
ksititale yo dar$ayan chakratuh

He says, “If one holds a jewel high in his hand he can show the
beauty of that jewel by slowly turning its various facets. Ripa
and Sanatan Goswamis have each held the beautiful jewel who is
known by the Name of Govinda, and who is always served by the
Supreme Goddess of Fortune, high in their hands and shown His
beautiful form to the world.”

Only Radharani can do this type of service. Ripa and Sanatan
Goswamis can also do it; but without Radharant’s mercy no one
can do it. No one can give a second example of this type of exclu-
sive service. She is Her own example.

A sparkling light of the jeweled Pastimes of Radha and Krsna
has come to this world through Jayadev Goswami, Chandidas,
Ripa Goswami, Ramananda Raya and from various Goswamis.
A small amount of sparkling light comes to this world and
through that we understand a very little.

We can’t conceive of Krsna’s Pastimes and of Krsna’s relations
with His devotees that take place in madhura-rasa in Vrndavan
Dham. There are three groups of Vraja-gopis. One is the adoles-
cent group, another is mature and married and the third is the
paramour group. We cannot conceive of these Pastimes from our
present position. Jayadev Goswami has written many slokas
about Radharant’s Pastimes and they are of the first group, the
adolescent group, and it is best not to try and explain them.
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Loving affection: the law of Vrndavan

Another example of madhura-rasa with the Vraja-gopis is shown
in a verse composed by Prabodhananda Saraswati. In this verse
Krsna says, “When Radharani walks in front of Me and I feel a
little breeze from Her cloth I think, ‘Oh, I am so fortunate.””

yasyah kadapi vasananchala-khelanottha-
dhanyatidhanya-pavanena krtarthamani
yogindra-durgama-gatir madhusidano ’pi
tasyah namo ’stu vrsabhanubhuvodise ’pi

Prabodhananda Saraswati composed this miraculous sloka. The
meaning is, “I bow to the direction where Radharani lives—
whether it is in the East or the West—I bow to that direction. I
do not bow to Her lotus feet or Her house but only to the direc-
tion where Her father’s house is.” When Krsna feels a little breeze
from Radharani’s cloth He feels this way.

Every day in Vrndavan, Radharani would distribute food to
the Vraja-balakas by the order of Mother Yasoda. Radharani
cooked one item for Krsna because Durvasa Muni had very mer-
cifully given Her a boon that whoever She cooked for would get
a long life:

durvasara thafi tenho pafachena vara
amrta ha-ite paka tanra adhika madhura
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Antya 6.116)

Mother Yasoda knew this, so every day she requested Jatila and
Kutila to send their sister-in-law to make a subji for Krsna. When
Radharani would distribute that, a breeze from Her cloth would
come to Krsna, and He would feel, “Oh, I am so fortunate. I am

so happy.” Krsna feels His life is blessed and fulfilled by feeling
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only a little breeze from Radharant’s cloth. He thinks this breeze
inspires Him so much that He wants to feel it again and again.
He is fully satisfied by feeling the breeze from Radharant’s cloth.
Krsna gets these feelings from only the breeze of Radharant’s
cloth so you can imagine how much Krsna must be satisfied by
getting Her intimate association. This is madhura-rasa.

These are the types of Pastimes that take place between Krsna
and Radharani and Her associates in Vrndavan Dham. They take
place in madhura-rasa twenty-four hours a day in Govardhan,
Radha Kunda, Syﬁma Kunda, the Manasa-ganga, the Yamuna
and in Her house. They take place everywhere in Vrndavan
Dham.

Narayan can’t taste these Pastimes. They won’t come to His
taste. If they would He would feel they are bitter. Narayan lives
by rules and regulations. He is a law-abiding personality.
In Vrndavan Dham the only law is love and affection, or Krsna-
prema.



Chapter 3
Krsnav s Transcendentol Flute

trijagan-manasakarsi-murali-kala-kajitah

“He attracts the minds of all three worlds
by the melodious vibration of His flute.”

he third quality mentioned by Srila Riipa Goswami as belong-
ing exclusively to Krsna and not to any other form of the Lord is
that Krsna is the player of the transcendental flute: #ijagan-
manasikarsi-murali-kala-kigitah.

The transcendental sound that comes from Krsna’s flute is so
sweet it attracts all the universes; and there are millions and
millions of universes in the sky. Everyone becomes half-mad and
crazy when they hear the sweet sound of Krsna’s flute. The court-
yard looks like the ocean, and the ocean like the courtyard. No
one can conceive where this very sweet sound vibration is com-
ing from. Brahma and others, who are all expert about szbda,
sound, are stunned to hear the miraculous sound of Krsna’s flute.

Service attraction

The transcendental sound of Krsna’s flute attracts His dear servi-
tors’ hearts according to their own service mood. From only one
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sound His various servitors get a variety of inspirations. Mother
Yasoda hears, “O Mother, I am hungry. Give Me some milk and
butter, etc.” Yasoda siinye nani dei ma bale, haila gosthera beli
Sunaye rakhdile. The cowherd boys hear, “Krsna wants to play
with us. He wants our association.” Radharani hears something
else and others hear something different. Everyone hears the
same sound of Krsna’s flute according to their own service mood
and everyone is simply astonished and amazed to hear the mirac-
ulous sound of Krsna’s flute.

The original song is the sound of Krsna’s flute

Once a lady from Russia asked me if it was alright to play music
for Krsna. She was very creative but she said she never used the
Name of Krsna in her music. She wanted to know if it is possi-
ble to make advancement in Krsna consciousness by playing
music for Krsna even though she never mentioned Krsna’s
Name.

I told her in order to get the highest benefit of life it is neces-
sary to make contact with the original sound vibration and that
sound is the sound of Krsna’s flute. I quoted the following sloka
of Dhruva Maharaj:

sthanabhilasi tapasi sthito "harh

tvam praptavan deva-munindra-guhyam

kachar vichinvann api divya-ratnar

svamin krtartho ’smi varam na yache
(Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya, 7.28
Quoted in Chaitanya-charitamyrta, Madhya 22.42)

When Visnu asked Dhruva Maharaj to accept a boon from Him
Dhruva Maharaj said, “Why should I accept a boon from You?
You are like a jewel standing before me and I have come search-
ing for a broken piece of glass. When I see You standing before
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me, You appear like a jewel. Why should I accept a broken piece
of glass?”

This is the real song and this is the sound of Krsna’s flute. All
vibrations in this material world come from Krsna’s flute and
that vibration travels everywhere. It is not only in this world but
it is in the transcendental world as well. All songs in this world
are illuminated and activated by the sweet sound of Krsna’s flute.

Illumination and activation

Through the effulgence of light we can see everything but we
can’t see the effulgence’s source, the original light. When we are
connected with the original light we automatically see the efful-
gence. It is not necessary to try and see only the effulgence sepa-
rately from the original light. This idea is stated in another way
in Srz’mad—B/MZgﬂvamm (10.20.19):

na rarajodupa$ channah, sva-jyotsna-rajitair ghanaih
aharh-matya bhasitaya, sva-bhasa puruso yatha

“When a cloud covers the moon we cannot see the moon but we
see the cloud because of the effulgence of the moon.”

The original sound is the sound of Krsna’s flute in the tran-
scendental world and because of this all songs in this world are
illuminated and activated. Everything in this world is activated
by the sound of Krsna’s flute.

When we get a connection with the original sound, the sound
of Krsna’s flute, everything in this world becomes sach-chid-
ananda-maya, perfect. Sometimes we try to get pleasure here
through songs, and we may get ecstatic feelings, but they are
nothing compared to the feelings that come from the transcen-
dental song of Krsna’s flute. Once we get that connection any
song we sing must be for the glorification of Krsna, because the
original song of everything comes from Krsna’s flute.
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Tansen’s Guru

Once there was a famous singer in India named Tansen. When
he sang, a cloud would form in the sky, fire would manifest and
rain would fall. He was the king’s musician and a great singer.
His Guru was Haridas. King Akbar asked Tansen where he had
learned to sing so nicely.

Tansen said he had not really learned anything but had only
learned a small percentage from his Guru, Haridas. He said,
“If you hear my Guru sing, you will never forget it.”

Akbar asked Tansen if he could bring his Guru to him but
Tansen said his Guru would never come to a king’s assembly
because he did not live within the jurisdiction of a king. He lived
within the Lord’s jurisdiction.

Akbar was very intelligent and said, “I want to see your Guru
at least one time. Can you take me to him?”

Tansen said, “You can see my Guru but you can’t hear his
song. His song is a transcendental song and you are not qualified
to hear that song. His mercy has given me some power and
through that everything is revealed to me.”

Still, Akbar wanted to hear Haridas sing.

Haridas sang early in the morning. He glorified Krsna and
lived in a thatched hut, so Akbar dressed in ordinary clothes and
went to hear him sing. After Akbar heard Haridas sing he was
stunned. He fell at Haridas’ feet.

Later Haridas’ Guru, givaji, gave his entire kingdom to
Haridas. Haridas said he had taken his kingdom because he was
Sivaji’s disciple and Sivaji wanted him to take it. Haridas asked
Akbar to try and protect everything nicely.

This is a long story but the meaning is that through the light
of the transcendental sound vibration everything in this world is
activated. All songs in this world are activated by the sound of
Krsna’s flute. All sounds are transmitted through ether, and ether
is mundane. If we can connect our songs with the transcenden-
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tal song, which means the transcendental sound vibration of
Krsna’s flute, our songs will become transcendental.

Sound: shadow and reality

It is said in the Vedic Scriptures that sound is sabda-brahma—it
is a spiritual vibration. It exists on the borderline of Goloka.
When sound in this world gets a connection with the spiritual
world, it must go to Krsna. Here all sounds come through the
flute of Krsna but they are shadow sounds. When the shadow
takes form, it becomes reality. It has pure form. Since the mere
shadow can give us so much pleasure, how much pleasure can the
real song give us? Because of this we need to search for that
reality.

It is also said in the Vedas that sound is the origin of the Vedas
and that the Vedas are a transcendental sound vibration, not a
mundane vibration. They are called sat-guna or veda-guna.
Everything in this world comes through transcendental vibra-
tions and everything here is activated by those vibrations which
come from Krsna’s flute.

Krsna’s flute is the original song and the life of the whole cre-
ation. Song is good no doubt and if it is good here it must be
even better there. We can say Krsna’s flute song is the super-most
excellent song.

Stunned by sound

Srila Riipa Goswami has composed many slokas glorifying the
sound of Krsna’s flute.

rundhann ambu-bhrta$ chamatkrti-param
kurvvan muhus tumburum

dhyanad antarayan sanandana-mukhan
vismapayan vedhasam
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autsukyavalibhir balim chatulayan
bhogindram agharnayan

bhindann anda-kataha-bhittim abhito
babhrama vamsi-dhvanih

(Vidagdha-madhava 1.27)

“The sound of Krsna’s flute travels throughout the entire tran-
scendental and material worlds. It encompasses everything with
joy, ecstasy, beauty and charm. Everything takes form from that
wonderful sound. When Lord Brahma hears the sound of
Krsna’s flute, he wonders where it comes from. Everyone is
astonished to hear the sound of Krsna’s flute. Anantadev, who
holds the Earth on his head, turns his head after hearing the
sound of Krsna’s flute.”

Gayatri, the flute-song

When Lord Brahma took birth from the lotus flower born from
the navel of Lord Visnu he saw everything was dark. He tried to
remember who he was and where he had come from but he
couldn’t understand anything. Then he heard one sound and
that was “fzapa.” He was awakened by that sound and began to
search where it had come from and which sound he should med-
itate on. Then he heard the sound of Krsna’s flute and that was
the sound of the Gayatri Mantram.

Guru Maharaj said, Gayatri muralista-kirttana-dhanam
Ridhapadan: dhimahi. The Gayatri Mantram is the original song
of Krsna’s flute. We should try and connect with that song.
Songs are good here but if we are addicted to mundane songs we
will be cheated. When we know that songs are very beautiful,
tasteful and charming here we should try and connect with the
original song.

The flute sings the glories of Sti Radha

The extreme explanation of Krsna’s flute is given by Om

Visnupada Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj.
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He said, “Everything comes from the flute of Krsna. All mantras
including the whole Gayatri Mantram come from Krsna’s flute.
Gayatri muralista-kirttana-dhanam Radhapadam dhimahbi. What
is the heart of the sound of Krsna’s flute? The heart of that sound
is Radharani because without Radharani Krsna cannot think of
anything.

raya kahe—krsna haya ‘dhira-lalita’
nirantara kama-krida—yanhara charita
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya 8.187)

Krsna is always playing with Radharani, so without Radharani,
He cannot think of anything. Therefore Srila Guru Maharaj
said, “If you want to meditate on the Gayatri Mantra, take shel-
ter of the lotus feet of Radharani. You need to meditate on the
Gayatri Mantra to fulfill your spiritual desires. You will be
supremely benefited if you try to understand the meaning of the
Gayatri Mantra.”

Gayatri muralista-kirttana-dhanam. Murali means “flute,” and
ista means “what one wants to express,” and that is the glories of
Radharani, the beauty of Radharani and everything concerning
Radharani. Everything about Radharani has come from the
flute-song of Krsna. The Gayatri Mantra has simultaneously
come from the sound of Krsna’s flute. The whole Gayatri
Mantra has given us this inspiration.

Prachodaydt means: what you meditate on must go to the lotus
feet of Radharani. Go there. Go where you will get gold and dia-
monds. Go to the gold mine for gold. Go to the diamond mine
for diamonds. Don’t go to the coal mine to search for gold.
If you want gold, go to the gold mine. You won’t get it in the
market. It is in a special and protected area guarded by Srila Jiva
Goswami and others.

Srila Guru Maharaj said:
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§ri-gauranumatarh svariipa-viditam rupagrajenadrtar
rupadyaih parive$itarh raghu-ganair asvaditam sevitam
jivadyair abhiraksitamh $uka-$§iva-brahmadi-sammanitam
$ri-radha-pada-sevanamrtam aho tad datum iso bhavan
(Srimad Bhaktivinod-viraha Dasakam—
Prayers in Separation of Srila Bhaktivinod Thikur)

If you want the property of service to Lord Krsna, service to your
lover Krsna, surrender to Radharani and go there.

How to approach Srimati Radharani

When Krsna would enter the forest of Vrndavan playing His
flute He would beautify it with the marks of His footprints. He
had a peacock feather ornament on His head, blue karpikira
flowers on His ears, a yellow garment as brilliant as gold and a
garland made of Vrndavan wild flowers.

As He would play His flute birds would rise to the top of the
trees, stop their singing and simply listen to Him playing His
flute.

prayo batamba vihaga munayo vane ’smin
krsneksitam tad-uditam kala-venu-gitam
aruhya ye druma-bhujan ruchira-pravalan
$rnvanti milita-dr$o vigatanya-vachah

( Srimdd—B/ﬂdgammm, 10.21.14)

When I first came to the Math I would sometimes do exercises
as | had a lot of energy. Guru Maharaj told me it wasn’t neces-
sary to do exercises. He said if I took a shovel and worked in the
garden I would get plenty of exercise.

I planted many fruit trees—mango, guava, papaya, jackfruit,
fig, chico and many banana trees. Then so many birds came and
they are still there. There are so many different varieties and they
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are always singing beautiful songs. I can see them all day long
from my veranda. They play happily all day and live in the peace-
ful environment of the Math. They never quarrel and even some-
times they are completely silent. I think this is all the mercy of
Guru Maharsj.

As Krsna would wander, the gopis would lament that the bam-
boo flute was enjoying the nectar of Krsna’s lips, which was
meant for them, gopyah kim dcharad ayam kusalam sma venur,
Déimodaridhara-sudbam api gopikianam (Srimad-Bhagavatam,
10.21.9) and the peacocks would dance madly when they heard
the sound of Krsna’s flute.

vrndavanam sakhi bhuvo vitanoti kirtim
yad devaki-suta-padambuja-labdha-laksmi
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 10.21.10)

The deer would come and worship Krsna when they would hear
the sweet sound of His flute.

dhanyah sma mudha-gatayo ’pi harinya eta
ya nanda-nandanam upatta-vichitra-vesam
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 10.21.11)

And the cows and calves would drink the nectar flowing out of
Krsna’s flute.

gavas$ cha krsna-mukha-nirgata-venu-gita,
piytisam uttabhita-karna-putaih pibantyah
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 10.21.13)

nadyas tada tad upadharya mukunda-gitam
avarta-laksita-manobhava-bhagna-vegah
alingana-sthagitam trmi-bhujair murarer
grhnanti pada-yugalam kamalopaharah

(- Srimad—B/adgammm, 10.21.15)
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When the rivers of Vrndavan would hear Krsna’s flute their
minds would become agitated and the flow of their currents
would break. Their water would rush in whirlpools, and with
outstretched arms they would try to embrace Krsna’s lotus feet
with offerings of lotus flowers.

Gayatri Mantram, the original song of Krsna’s flute

This morning when I went down to attend drati 1 saw our
Math’s logo written on the Temple. I noticed how nicely it was
decorating the Temple. In the center is a lotus flower (the disci-
ple) which is sheltered in the water of Sri Gurudev from the
shining sun of O, or Krsna. Below is the flute of Krsna with its
divine sound, the song of liberation, descending into this world.
Around the outside there is one line from Srila Guru Maharaj’s
explanation of the Gayatri Mantra: Gayatri muralista kirttana-

dhanam Ridhiapadam-dhimahi.

Singing, dancing, liberation

Gayatrl means gandt trayate iti Gayatri, which means a type of
song which if you sing you will get liberation. This is such a nice
process. Simply by singing and dancing you will get liberation!
This is the Gayatri Mantra and this is the original sound, the
sound of Krsna’s flute: gandit trayate.

Nowhere else in the material world has anyone ever given such
a nice explanation of the transcendental sound vibration coming
from Krsna’s flute. No religion can make this statement: simply
chant and dance and you will get liberation!

Gayatri: Radha-dasyam

What is the form of the Gayatri Mantra? Guru Maharaj said,
muralista kirttana-dhanam. Murali means the flute of Krsna.
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Krsna’s flute is for singing. It is not for blasting or for making
violence. It is for making the heart peaceful—and a very sweet
sound has come from Krsna’s flute.

What does Krsna’s flute sing? If you sing you must have a pur-
pose, a target, a meter or a regulated flow and that target is the
Name of Radharani. No other sound comes from Krsna’s flute,
only “Radhe, Radhe, Radhe, Radhe, Radhe;” and that sound
comes in a variety of different ways.

We can conceive something about the character of Krsna’s
flute from Raghunath Das Goswami’s character. Every day in
Vrndavan he sang:

radhe vrndavana-vilasini radhe radhe
radhe kanu-mano mohini radhe radhe
radhe asta-sakhira $iromani radhe radhe

Vindavana-vilasini Radhe Ridhe, Radhe kanu-mano mobhini,
Ridhe Ridpe. The last words are Ridhe, Ridbe. Every day in the
Radha-Damodar Temple in Vrndavan they sing this song. Every
day while walking on the road or sitting at his bhajan place Srila
Gaura Kisor Das Babaji Maharaj would sing this song. This
sound is the only sound that comes from Krsna’s flute and it has
manifested itself and spread itself all over the transcendental and
material worlds. We get this information from the Rasa-lili of
the Srz‘mﬂd—B/Jdgﬂwzmm.

The original call of Krsna’s flute is a call for everyone

When Krsna wants to begin the Risa Dance He first calls the
gopis by playing His flute. Only one call comes from Krsna’s flute
and that is a clarion call.

Once a Vaisnava used the term “Clarion Call.” What does this
term mean?

Devotee: It was a term used in the Middle Ages to wake the
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troops up for battle. It isn’t used much anymore. It also means a
loud and clear call. Any call that is loud and clear is a clarion call.

Srila Govinda Maharaj: Very good! What is its origin?
Devotee: It comes from the Christian tradition.

Srila Govinda Maharaj: That is very nice but it is not their
father’s property. It is the property of all the jiva-souls. It is not
the property of Hindus or Christians, or anyone. It is the prop-
erty of all the jiva-souls. The original clarion call of Krsna’s flute
is a call for everyone.

How can we understand this? We understand this through
Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur. Bhaktivinod Thakur wrote in one
song, jiv jago, jiv jago, Gaurachianda bole. Is this the clarion call
or not? Kota nidra jao mayi-pisichira kole. We are asleep and the
clarion call comes and says, “Wake up, wake up you sleeping
soul! You are sleeping in the lap of illusion.”

The Upanisads also say, uttisthata jagrata prapya varin
nibodhata, “Wake up, arise and search for Sti Krsna, Reality the
Beautiful, where you will get love for Krsna!”

The Upanisads, Bhaktivinod Thakur and Krsna’s flute, all—
the gist of that sound is muralista kirttana-dhanam. Krsna is
attracted only by His Divine Potency. She is Radharani. She is
serving Krsna wholeheartedly and very extensively with Her asso-
ciates, therefore Krsna is always thinking of Her.

But the sound of Krsna’s flute is not only meant for madhura-
rasa, where the chief is Radharani, but for all the other rasas as
well. All other rasas are maintained by madhura-rasa, and main-
taining means preserving, so the sound of Krsna’s flute is pre-
serving and maintaining all the other rasas.

Kirttana-dhanam—the real wealth of our life

Generally we refer to the Hare Krsna Mahamantra, or any devo-
tional song, as either kirttan or sankirttan. We use these terms
interchangeably but there is a little difference between them.
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Kirttan means when one person is glorifying the Lord, and
sanikirttan means, bahubhir militva yar kirttanam, tad eva
sankirttanam. Tad eva sarikirttanam means: when a group of devo-
tees gather together for kirttan, what comes from their melted
hearts, that is sazikirttan. Sankirttan is congregational chanting
with the mood of tolerance, humility and giving honor to others.

But here our Srila Guru Maharaj has specifically mentioned
kirttana-dbanam. It is a very particular word. Kirstan is not only
meant for everyone, but kirttana-dhanam means it is the “wealth
of our life.” Through kirttan we will get everything. Through
kirttan we will get full and complete entrance into the Rasa-lila
where Krsna is playing and chanting and dancing with the Vraja-
gopis. This is the real wealth of our life and this is the wealth for
all the liberated jiva-souls as well. This is why Srila Guru
Maharaj said not only kirttan, but “kirttana-dhanam,” when he
gave his explanation of the Gayatri Mantra. Kirstan is the wealth
of our life.

Krsna’s flute has its own freedom

Then Guru Maharaj said, Gayatri murali. Krsna’s flute is not
only a bamboo stick. It is not just made of metal but it has its
own life. It is chetan—it has a conscious form. It is a conscious
living being.

Krsna’s flute has its own desire and its own freedom for the
service to Him. Everyone has freedom. Krsna has given freedom
to everyone, so Krsna’s murali has ista kirttana-dhanam. Ista
kirttan means a desirable kirstan. His flute has freedom to per-
form its own kirttan and this is how Krsna’s flute will be happy.

sakhi murali visala-chchhidra-jalena purna
laghur atikathina tvarh granthila nirasasi

tad api bhajasi $a§vach chumbanananda-sandram
hari-kara-parirambham kena punyodayena

(Vidagdha-madhava, 4.7)



90 Religion of the Heart

This sloka of Srila Riapa Goswami praises Krsna’s murali because
Krsna’s murali has its own life. It is performing its own ista
kirttan. Ista kirttan means a desirable and palatable song and I
can see this everywhere. I can see this in everyone’s eyes.

Sri Garga-sambita fully describes the glories of Radharani.
Whenever I open the Garga-sambiti I immediately see this, and
I am sure this must be the mercy of Srila Guru Maharaj. When
I stand in the grati ceremony and see Gayatri muralista kirttana
dhanam written in our Math logo, my brain is working.

The word dhimahi in Gayatri is very famous in Sanskrit liter-
ature. Two words are present most in Gayatri Mantrams:
dbimahi and prachodayit. The last word of the meditation is
prachodayat. 1¢’s not that we will only meditate, but the Mantram
will pressure us to serve Srimati Radharant.

We need to know the spiritual regulations and injunctions,
chodanam—pratichodanam. That scriptural advice is found in
the Vedas, Upanisads, Bhagavad-gita, Mahabharat, etc.

Sruti and smyti: Bhagavad-giti is smrti, and sruti is Vedinta,
Upanisads, etc. But here chodanam means prerana, inspiration.
What kind of inspiration? Forceful inspiration—inspiring force-
fully. The Mantram’s nature is like that: to capture the jiva-
soul’s mind through inspiration and forcefully engage one in the
service of Radharani. This is the extraordinary meaning Srila
Guru Maharaj has given of the Gayatri Mantra: Gayatri
muralista-kirttana dhanam Ridhapadan dhimahi.

Srimati Radharant’s hidden glories

The glories of Radharani are fully expressed and exposed in the
Garga-sambita. 1 have scen this in Sri Garga-sambita at least a
thousand times.

Sri Garga-samhiti was written by the great sage Garga Rsi who
is the Guru of the Yadu-kula (Yadu dynasty, Krsna’s dynasty),
and a friend of Paragurama as well as of many other big expo-
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nents of Vedic mantras such as Atri, Chyavana, Saradvan,
Aristanemi, Bhrgu, Vasistha, Parasara, Vi§vamitra, Angira,
Dvaipayan Vyasa and Bhagavan Narada. All these old 7sis were
present when the Srimad-Bhagavatam was spoken to Pariksit
Maharaj. Vedavyasa himself said this.

atrir vasistha$ chyavanah $aradvan
aristanemir bhrgur angira$ cha
parasaro gadhi-suto ’tha rama
utathya indrapramadedhmavahau

medhatithir devala arstiseno
bharadvajo gautamah pippaladah
maitreya aurvah kavasah kumbhayonir
dvaipayano bhagavan narada$ cha

(- Srimﬂd—B/Jdgammm) 1.19.9-10)

Even though all these senior 75is were present at the meeting of
Maharaj Pariksit when the Srimad-Bhigavatam was spoken,
Sukadev Goswami did not fully expose Goloka Vrndavan and
the glories of Radharani. They were all friends of Garga Rsi but
Vedavyasa didn’t expose very much of Radharani’s glories. He
only exposed a small amount of Her glories. He didn’t give Her

glories the way Mahaprabhu did.

Sri Garga-sambitd

I was very surprised when I opened the Garga-sambitd and found
the word “Radhdpati”. 1 have never seen this word anywhere
except in the Garga-samhiti. We have heard many stories of
Krsna-/ila from our childhood and now I see they have all
originated from the Garga-sambiti. Some other Purdpas have
presented some stories but most of the stories of Krsna-//i orig-
inated from the Garga-sambiza.
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Actually I was inspired by Sripad Madhusiidan Maharaj, who
is a Godbrother and sannyasi disciple of Srila Guru Maharaj, to
publish the Garga-sambita. He had been searching for a Bengali
edition of this book throughout all of India but failed to find
one. He was very excited when he noticed there was one available
in my cupboard. I was taken by surprise that he knew it was in
my cupboard as I myself had not noticed it. It was then I first
read a little bit of the contents and found Garga Rsi had fully
mentioned everything that would be impossible for us to relate.

When we try to conceive what Vyasadev looks like we picture
him as someone with at least a four or five foot long beard, but
when I opened the Garga-sambiti 1 was surprised to see Garga
Rsi’s expression of Vedavyasa’s pranam mantra as “vadara-vana-
biharah satyavatyih kumdrah.” This expression satyavatyih
kumarah or vadara-vana-biharah will not come to our mind but
his prandm mantra came as a realization to me that I am only rec-
ognizing Vedavyasa’s form in his old age and not remembering
his childhood as Satyavatyah Kumar, the son of Satyavati.

Ripa Goswami Prabhu followed this process very nicely. In
every pranim mantra of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu he refers to
Him as Sachinandan, the son of Sachidevi. Sachinandan. In the
Pastimes of Mahaprabhu, Sachidevi is always mentioned first
within the pranam mantra and we are habituated with this but
we have not considered the same process with Vedavyasa as
Satyavatyah Kumar or vadara-vana-biharah. When 1 read this 1
was very impressed. | read a few pages and thought, if
Madhustidan Maharaj cannot print it I shall try to print it with
the help of our devotees. Finally I feel Garga Rsi chose me to
publish the Garga-sambiti as 1 asked Sripad Sagar Maharaj to do
it and he was able to do it.

The full-fledged theism that was given to us by our Guru
Maharaj is fully mentioned in the Garga-sambita. Vindavan-lila’s
virtual place and position has originated from the Garga-sambhita.
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Vedavyasa has mentioned everything in the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
but very cautiously.

Sukadev Goswami was just a sixteen-year-old boy so how much
could he express in front of the older 7sis? Even though they were
all highly qualified in madhura-rasa they could not taste what
Sukadev Goswami had given. Vedavyasa himself commented
about Sukadev Goswami that after hearing the Pastimes of Krsna-
[ild he became mad with ecstasy and then went back to his father
to hear the rest of Krsna-/z/i he had not presented in full.

What is given in S/rz'mad-B/Jdgﬂmmm is the gist of Krsna-/ila
and it is sufficient. No other Scripture can cross over the prestige
of S}’l_mdd—B/JdgdUdtdWl. Vedavyasa himself as well as other zsis
have mentioned in other Purinas that it is a full manifestation of
Sti Krsna. We can see the glorification of Srz'mad—B/Jngammm in
this way, so we cannot deny the highest prestige of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Sukadev Goswami has given the gist of what he hes-
itated to reveal in full in that assembly and in that way has

fulfilled the desire of Lord Krsna and Radharani.

Mahaprabhu came to give the glories of Radharani

Mahaprabhu came to give the glories of Radharani. He came to
give honor to what was not given in this material world before.

anarpita-charim chirat karunayavatirnah kalau

samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasam sva-bhakti-§riyam

harih purata-sundara-dyuti-kadamba-sandipitah

sada hrdaya-kandare sphuratu vah $achi-nandanah
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi 1.4)

And not only did Mahaprabhu give what was not given before,
He gave what was not given in any material universe as well, and
there are millions of material universes in the sky. Nowhere were
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the glories of Radharani given before Mahaprabhu came, and this
is mentioned in Srimad-Bhigavatam.

But Vi$vanath Chakravarti Thakur said clearly, if you will
search for evidential records of this you will be considered fool-
ish because the Srimad-Bhagavatam is the junior-most Scripture
but with the senior-most thought.

Srimad-Bhigavatam—highest reality

After all the Scriptures were written Vyasadev was not happy.
His Guru, Narada Muni, came to see him and gave him instruc-
tions. He gave him a mantra and instructed Vedavyasa to medi-
tate on that mantra, and after meditating he saw the complete
spiritual and material worlds. Then he composed the Srimad-
Bhigavatam. Therefore it is the junior-most Scripture. Yet, no
other Scripture had given such complete knowledge of the
spiritual and material worlds before.

In his mature meditation Vedavyasa saw all the senior-most
beautiful theories of the highest reality and presented them in a
well-organized way and gave them to the jiva-chaitanya. This is
Guru Maharaj’s expression, jiva-chaitanya. The conscious jiva-
souls may be in the material atmosphere, but still this world is a
conscious world because everything exists in consciousness.

Secret of the Bhigavat

Sometimes a little suspicion may come to the mind of a pure
devotee as to why Radharani’s Name is not mentioned in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam. Srila Guru Maharaj has given us this theory
in one of his original slokas:

yadamiya-mahima-$ri bhagavatyam kathayam
pratipadarh anubhaitarh apyalabdhabhidheya
tadakhila-rasa-marteh syama-lila valamvam
madhura-rasadhi-radha-padapadmar prapadye
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In every letter and every sloka of the Srimad-Bhagavatam the
Name of Radharani is glorified, but we cannot see Her particu-
lar form there. The play of the Sweet Absolute takes place in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam so it is not possible that Radharani’s Name
is not mentioned there. Everywhere in Srimad-Bhagavatam
Radharani is glorified, but we can’t see Her full form there
because Sukadev Goswami is hiding Her a little bit.

It is like the marriage system in India. When an Indian girl is
married she always covers her head with a cloth. When a senior
honorable person comes, she pulls the cloth over her head a lit-
tle more. This is also the style of Srimad-Bhagavatam: to conceal
Radharani yet reveal Her. Such idea is included in that sloka of
Srila Guru Maharaj.

Without Radharant’s association Krsna is nothing! The Sweet
Absolute’s play in Goloka Vrndavan depends on Radharani.
Only She can fully exchange 7asa with Krsna.

Krsna is the emporium of all rasas, akbila-rasamyta mirti. But
where is that nectar stored? It is stored in the pot of Radharani.
So Krsna keeps all His wealth in the pot of Radharani and He
tastes Her mood of devotion. Otherwise everything will be
spoiled.

Srila Guru Maharaj has given this extraordinary explanation of
the Gayatri Mantra, which is the sound of Krsna’s flute. No one
in this material conscious world has ever given an explanation
like this before. In the last part of Srila Guru Maharaj’s life, Guru
Maharaj was always discovering many things. Actually every-
thing was within him but he had not found the proper person to
explain everything to.

Srila Guru Maharaj’s original Gayatri Mantram explanation

Srila Guru Maharaj’s original Gayatri Mantra explanation is
written in eleven lines published in our 877 Gaudiya Gitanjali,
the Bengali song-book.
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bhvades tat savitur varenya-
vihitam ksetrajna-sevyarthakam
bhargo vai vrsabhanu-jatma-
vibhavaikaradhana-$ripuram
(bhargo jyotir achintya-lilana
sudhaikaradhana-§ripuram)
(bhargo dhama-taranga-khelana-
sudhaikaradhana $ripuram)
(bhargo dhama-sada nirasta-kuhakam
prajnana-lila-puram)
(devasyamrta-rupa-lila-rasadheraradha-
dhih prerinah)
(devasyamrta-rupa-lila-purusasyaradha-
dhih presinah)
devasya dyuti-sundaraika-purusasyaradha-
dhih presinah
gayatri muralista kirttana-dhanam
radha-padam dhimahi
(gayatri-gaditam mahaprabhu-matam
radha-padam dhimahi)
(dhiraradhanam-eva nanyad iti tad

radha-padam dhimahi)

I took four lines from this explanation (the ones not in brackets)
to make the Gayatri Mantra sloka. 1 put this sloka on Srila Guru
Maharaj’s Samddhi Mandir. 1 asked Srila Guru Maharaj permis-
sion to take these four lines and he gave his permission.

But it was especially my desire that I shall take this one line:
Dhirdradhinam-eva nanyad iti tad Ridha-padam dbimahi. Dhi
comes from the root word buddhi which means intelligence.
Where should buddhi go? Our intelligence should go for the
service of the Lord. Without one’s intelligence going for the serv-
ice of the Lord, no other conception can exist. This is Guru
Maharaj’s explanation.
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There are two kinds of intelligence. One is pari and another is
apard. Pard intelligence is always serving the Lord. Then, dhira
radhanam-eva nanyad iti, without one’s intelligence going to
serve the Lord, no other conception can exist. This is Srila Guru
Maharaj’s explanation.

But sometimes for my explanation I have taken the next to the
last line, Gayatri-gaditam Mabdaprabhu-matam, because this line
is hiding Radharani, Radha-padam dhimahi, a litde bit.

The Rg Veda mantra

Stila Guru Maharaj also gave an explanation of the Rg Veda
mantra. The original Rg Veda mantra is:

om tad visnoh paramam padam sada pasyanti surayah
diviva chaksur atatam visnor yat paramam padam

But Srila Guru Maharaj expanded the Rg mantra:

om tat visnoh paramam padam
srutimatarh muhyanti yat strayah

drasta chaksur iva prasarita-maha-
sturyeva divya tatam

dhamna svena sada nirasta-kuhakam
satyarh param $abditam

jyotih priti-tanum hiranya-purusam
padyanti tarh siirayah

The last line is especially significant: jyotih priti-tanum hiranya-
purusam. Jyotih means effulgence and love and this has taken its
form as the heart and halo of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Here is
Guru Maharaj’s miracle. So many pandits can understand the
Sanskrit language but they cannot understand the gist of the
ecstasy inside the Sanskrit language. This is a fact.
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The Upanisads very clearly say, nayam datma bala-hinena labhyo,
nayam atma pravachanena labhyo na medhayi na bahund srutena.
“You may know so many things, and you may have much intel-
ligence, medhaya, but without the grace of Nityananda Prabhu,
and Baladev, you cannot understand anything.”

But, yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas, “When Krsna in the form
of $ti Gurudev will give you the Gayatri Mantram and you med-
itate on it with your full existence, you will understand it.” Here
there is no question. Everywhere there are many questions and
everywhere there are many difficulties, but this fact is very clear,
tasyaisa atma vivynute tanum svam.

If you do not have the ability to see—like owls do not like to
see the sun—how will you see? How will a man with no eyes see?
Andhi bhiita chaksu yara visaya dhilite kemane se para-tattva paibe
dekhite. How will one whose eyes are blinded by the dust of
material conceptions see?

We need the eyes to see

In Srila Guru Maharaj’s explanation of the Rg Veda mantra he
used the word sizrayah. Guru Maharaj used it only to give honor
to the Vedas, especially the Upanisads. Siirayah means the
demigods but Guru Maharaj did not explain the meaning that
way. He gave this meaning: “The demigods can see but they can
never see the hiranya-purusam (the Golden Lord, Mahaprabhu)
without the mercy of jyotip priti-tanum. Without the mercy of
Mahaprabhu and without the mercy of Nityananda Prabhu,
sitrayap, the demigods, can never see. Without Their mercy they
cannot see.”
This is a fact and Lord Brahma himself said it:

jananta eva janantu kim bahuktya na me prabho
manaso vapuso vacho vaibhavam tava gocharah
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 10.14.38)
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“Whoever will say they know Krsna’s Pastimes can say that. But
[ say I cannot understand even a small amount of Your unlim-
ited glories. My whole existence is blind without Your mercy.
Therefore I am misguided. I don’t want to say too much. The
only thing I can say is I do not want to say too much because I
cannot understand mentally, verbally or bodily Your unlimited
Pastimes.”

Kim babitktyid na me means, “It is not necessary to say many
things, only that I cannot understand Your unlimited Pastimes.”



Chapter 4
Krsnow’s Unpowralleleds

Beauty aond Opulence

asamanordhva-riipa-§ri-vismapita-characharah

“Krsna’s personal beauty and opulence are beyond compare.”

]he fourth quality Srila Riapa Goswami presents as the unique

possession of Krsna, which no other form or incarnation of the
Lord has, is Krsna’s incredible beauty: asamanordhva-ripa-sri-
vismdpita-chardacharah.

Mad by beauty

How much beauty does Krsna have? Krsna’s beauty is beyond
compare. Krsna becomes mad when He sees His own beauty.
In Krsna’s house there are so many mirrors that sometimes He is
afraid to go inside because when He sees His own beauty He
forgets Himself. Srila Guru Maharaj said Krsna has so much
beauty because He is Reality, and Reality’s nature is the Supreme

Personality of Godhead—Reality the Beautiful.

$yamarn hiranya-paridhirh vanamalya-barha-
dhatu-pravala-nata-vesam anavratarse
vinyasta-hastam itarena dhunanam abjar
karpotpalalaka-kapola-mukhabja-hasam
(Srimad-Bhigavatam, 10.23.22)
101
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This verse describes the beauty of Krsna. “Krsna always has a
crown with peacock feathers and flowers in it. His cloth is golden
and He is always bedecked with flower garlands made from fresh
wild flowers. He is always dancing and playing on His flute.”
There are no weapons in Vrndavan. When Krsna killed the
various demons—Putana, Vatsasura, Kesi, etc.—He did it all
by hand. Sometimes He uses an arm or leg or another part of His

body, but never any weapon.
Also we see in Srimad-Bhigavatam (9.24.65):

yasyananarh makara-kundala-charu-karna-
bhrajat-kapola-subhagar savilasa-hasam
nityotsavari na tatrpur dréibhih pibantyo
naryo nara$ cha muditah kupita nime$ cha

“Krsna’s face is so beautiful. It is decorated with ornaments such
as earrings that resemble sharks. His ears are beautiful, His
cheeks brilliant and His smile is attractive to everyone. Whoever
sees Krsna sees a festival. Simply by seeing Krsna one sees a festi-
val taking place.

“When the demigods are flying in their airplanes with their
wives and they see Krsna walking through the forest of Vrndavan
herding His cows and playing His flute, they are having a festi-
val in their airplanes. Krsna’s beauty is so overwhelming for
everyone that the gopis are angry at the creator, Lord Brahma, for
making eyes that blink because in that split second they can’t see
Krsna.”

When the gopis see Krsna and Balaram roaming in the Vrnda-
van forest they say:

malanuprkta-paridhana-vichitra-vesau
madhye virejatur alarh pasu-pala-gosthyam
range yatha nata-varau kvacha gayamanau

(Srimad-Bhigavatam, 10.21.8)

“Dressed in a charming variety of garments, decorated with
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garlands, peacock feathers, lotuses, lilies, newly grown mango
sprouts and clusters of flower buds, Krsna and Balaram shine
forth magnificently among the assembly of cowherd boys. They
look just like the best of dancers appearing on a dramatic stage,
and sometimes They even sing.”

Unique loveliness

In S7i Brahma-sambiti there are many slokas describing Krsna’s
beauty.

alola-chandraka-lasad-vanamalya-vams§i-

ratnangadarm pranaya-keli-kala-vilasam

$yamarn tri-bhanga-lalitarh niyata-prakasam

govindam adi-purusarh tam aharh bhajami
(Sri Brahma-sambita, 5.31)

Alola-chandyraka-lasad-vanamalya-vamsi: Krsna's dearest lover
has made a vanamadilya (forest garland) with peacock feathers and
forest flowers and given it to Him. There is nothing else on that
garland except forest flowers and peacock feathers gathered from
the forest. There are no jewels, diamonds or anything else, only
forest flowers and peacock feathers. Ratnarigadam pranaya-keli-
kald-vildsam. Since Krsna is playing with the gopis it is necessary
to dress like them. Mother Yasoda has given Krsna some nice
dress, golden ornaments, bracelets, ankle bracelets, etc. and He is
wearing them and playing with the gopis.

Syaman: tri-bharga-lalitam niyata-prakasam: Krsna’s color is
so beautiful that it gives peace to the eyes. It isn’t effulgent like
Narayan’s. It is soothing the eyes and attracting them like a
magnet.

venum kvanantam aravinda-dalayataksam-
barhavatamsam asitambuda-sundarangam
kandarpa-koti-kamaniya-visesa-§obham

govindam adi-purusarh tam aharh bhajami

(Sh‘ Brabma-sambita, 5.30)
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Krsna’s eyes are like blooming lotus petals and He always has a
peacock feather in His hair. His beauty is like the form and color
of a blue rain cloud and He charms millions and millions of
cupids. Koti-kamaniya-visesa-sobham: when millions of cupids
see Krsna they faint. His divine form is that beautiful. This is
Lord Brahma’s description so we must believe it.

Alive with the mood of love

In Srila Guru Maharaj’s composition, Syi Sri Prema-dbama-deva-
stotram, he wrote ripa-rdsa-rangaram (verse 2), Krsna’s limbs are
“alive with the mood of love that emerges and continually flows
from His beautiful form.” His beauty is inconceivable, ripa-risa-
lila.

Every part of Krsna’s body wants to show itself to other parts.
A hand wants to show itself to the other hand. A leg wants to
show itself to the mouth and the mouth wants to show itself to
other parts. Every part wants to show its beauty to others. All
parts of His body want to show their beauty to the other parts.

angani yasya sakalendriya-vrtti-manti

paSyanti panti kalayanti chirarh jaganti

ananda-chinmaya-sad-ujjvala-vigrahasya

govindam adi-purusarh tam aharh bhajami
(Sri Brahma-sambita, 5.32)

“With each part of His transcendental body He can do the func-
tion of any other part. With any part He maintains and mani-
fests all the universes, both spiritual and material. All the parts of
His body are interchangeable, each being as beautiful as any
other. His form has that type of truth, beauty and the most
dazzling splendor.”

When Krsna was present the whole creation was stunned to
see His divine form. There were sixteen thousand girls waiting to
marry Him. They were arrested by King Jarasandha, but when
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they were released, they became mad when they saw Krsna.
Everyone ran towards Him and gave Him a garland.

We need to search for Sri Krsna, Reality the Beautiful

Krsna is the Cause of all causes. This is essentially explained in
the first sloka of Sri Brahmadi-sambiti:

i$varah paramah krsnah, sach-chid-ananda-vigrahah

anadir adir govindah, sarva-karana-karanam
Lord Narayan or other forms of the Lord do not have such
beauty. These are the four qualities Krsna has that Narayan or

other forms or incarnations of the Lord do not have.

Good question, good answer—conclusion

The question about Krsna’s unique qualities was a good one and
I think the answer was also good because through these topics
many things have entered your heart and also through this
answer another desire was fulfilled. We are searchers of the
spiritual world, of spiritual life and of God, and through these
topics we have got a chance to explain something about the
glories of Krsna. We have received a clue as to whose lotus feet
we should worship and who we should take shelter of. There are
many demigods and many forms of the Lord—Kesava, Govinda,
Damodar and many others as well. Mahaprabhu expressed His
mind in this way:

kahan mora prana-natha murali-vadana
kahan karon kahan pan vrajendra-nandana

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyrta, Madhya 2.15)

“Where is the Lord of My life who is playing His flute? What
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shall I do now? Where should I go to find the son of Maharaj
Nanda?”
There is also a sloka in Srimad-Bhigavatam (10.8.46):

nandah kim akarod brahman, $reya evarh mahodayam
ya$oda cha maha-bhaga, papau yasyah stanarh harih

“O Brahmana, what pious activities did Nanda Maharaj perform
to receive the Supreme Personality of Godhead Krsna as his son?
And what pious activities did mother Yasoda perform that made
the Supreme Personality of Godhead Krsna call her ‘Mother” and
suck her breasts?”

The supreme benefit of our life

At the opening of the Chandrodaya Mandir in Mayapur in
1973, I spoke the following sloka:

kam prati kathayitum ise, samprati ko va pratitim ayatu
go-pati-tanaya-kunje, gopa-vadhiti-vitarh brahma
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya 19.98)

The meaning is, “Whom shall I tell, and who will believe me,
when [ say the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is play-
ing in the courtyard of Nanda Maharaj? He is playing with the
gopis and gopa-bilakas on the banks of the Yamuna. He is play-
ing in Syama Kunda, Radha Kunda and in the caves of Giriraj
Govardhan. He is fighting in the arena with Karmsa. His
Pastimes are going on everywhere in madhura Vindavan. If one
leaves this area, he cannot go to any other place and find such
Pastimes.”

Whoever will hear Krsna-/z/i will be attracted by Krsna. He
will never go to any other place. The Name of Krsna attracts
everyone and gives joy to our hearts. This is the meaning of the
word “Krsna.”
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Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said, Bhaja Krsna kaha Krspa laba
Krsna Nama. This is the way to surrender to Krsna: take the
Name of Krsna, surrender to Krsna and give everything to Krsna.
You will be supremely benefited in your spiritual life. All the
Scriptures say this. Never abuse any god or demigod or any
incarnation of the Lord, but supremely glorify Lord Krsna.

ete chams$a-kalah pursah, krsnas tu bhagavan svayam
indrari-vyakulam lokam, mrdayanti yuge yuge
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 1.3.28)

Krsna is the Creator of the whole creation. This is stated in
Srimad-Bhigavatam and in Sri Brahmd-sambiti. We must
remember this. Chant Hare Krsna, give attention to Krsna and

be happy.
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