One day will come, when our egoistic feeling will
dissolve and from within our real self, a member of
the infinite world, will spring up and awaken, and we
will find ourselves in the sweet waves of that
enviornment. There, everything is sweet. The
breeze is sweet, the water is sweet, the trees
are sweet, whatever we come in contact with

is sweet, sweet, sweet,.
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We are very fortunate to hear His Divine Grace,
Om Visnupadad Paramaharisa Parivrajakdcarya Bhakti
Raksaka Sridhara Maharaja. By age and by experience,
in both ways, he is senior to me. I was fortunate to
have his association since a long time, since perhaps
1930. At that time he had not accepted sannyasa, but
had just left home. He went to preach in Allahabad,
and on that auspicious occasion we were connected.

Sridhar Mahiaraja lived in my house for many
years, so naturally we had very intimate talks. He
has such high realizations of Krsna that one would
faint to hear them. He was always my good advisor,
and I took his advice very seriously because from the
very beginning I knew that he was a pure devotee of
Krsna. So,I wanted to associate with him. Krsna
and Prabhupada, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta, liked him to
prepare me. Our relationship is very intimate.

After the breakdown of our spiritual master’s
institution I wanted to organize another institution
making Sridhara Maharaja the head. Srila Bhaktisid-
dhinta Saraswati Thakura told me that Sridhara
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Maharaja is on¢ of the finest preachers of Krspa
consciousness in the world, sol wanted to take him
everywhere. This was my earnest desire. But since
he could not go around the world and preach, at least
the people of the world should come to hear from
him.

‘For spiritual advancement of life we must goto
someone who is actually practicing spiritual life. So
if one is actually serious to take instructions from a
Siksa guru, he should hear from B. R. Sridhara
Mahardja. I consider Sridhara Mahirija to be even
my Siksa guru, so what to speak of the benefit that
others can have from his association,

&

Saints, Scriptures and Gurus

The purpose of pilgrimage is to hear from the
saintly persons residing in a holv place. The following
is a conversation with Srila Sridhara Mahardja and
three European students searching India for truth.

Sridhara Maharaja : Why have you come to India ?

Student : For pilgrimage. We came to visit the
holy places like Navadwipa, Vrndavana, and Jagan-
ndtha Puri. That was the main reason we came to
India.

Sridhara Maharaja : How have you come to know
all these things ? By books ?

Student : Yes, by the books of Srila Prabhupada.
Sridhara Maharaja : What book ?
Student : Bhagavad-gita.

Sridhara Maharaja: Oh. The Bhagavad-gita As
It is by Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja.

Student : Yes.
Bhagavad-gita : “Cure Thyself”

Sridhara Maharaja: Many years ago, a German
scholar expressed his opinion that Bhagavad-gita is
the highest spiritual literature. His point was that
Bhagavad-gita clearly advises us not to try to correct
our environment, but to correct ourselves, to adjust
with the environment. That is the key to the advice of
Bhagavad-gita: ‘“Cure thyself” We have no power
to bring about changes in the environment. That is
arranged by the divine will. Our environment, the
sum total of all the forces acting outside us, is irremo-
vable. We have no ability to interfere with our
environment ; that will only be a useless loss of energy:
Rather, we must try to correct ourselves so that we
can adjust with the circumstances outside us: this is
the key to our success in life (tat te'nukampam susami-
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ksamano). We have our duty to perform, but we must
not aspire after the results of our activities; the

results depend on Krsna (karmany evadhikaras te ma

phalesu kaddcana). We make our contribution ; at the
same time, thousands of millions of others are contri-
buting, creating the environment. So, we must do
our duty, but we will have to accept the ultimate
result as best, because it is arranged by the Absolute.
There are so many results to our individual activities,
but we must sec how the Absolute harmonizes every-
thing and adjust ourselves accordingly.

Our responsibility lies only in discharging our duty:
We must never aspire after any definite environment,
the environment will go on in its own way. We have
no power to change it. Rather, we must try our best
to change our own self so that we may come in har-
mony with the environment.

Our responsibility is never in enjoying the results
of our actions. Because we work for a particular result
and don’t obtain it, should we be discouraged ? No.
We should go on doing our own duty. Whatever we
contribute should be offered to the infinite, and the
infinite will mold the results in His own way. Krsna
says, “Never aspire after any particular result for your
action. At the same time, don’t be idle. Don’t be
worthless. Go op discharging your duty without
depending on any outside consequence.”

Student : Will we have to remember Krsna while
we are doing this ?

Sridhara Maharaja: Yes. Then we will be able-
to come in connection with Krsna and gradually we
will come to realize that our environment is friendly
to us: When the reactions of our previous actions
disappear, we will find that every wave is carrying good:
news to us. When our egoistic attitude vanishes, we
will find ourself in the midst of sweet waves all
around. We should try to do away with whatever
wrong we have done hitherto. We must do our duty
and never expect any definite result, but cast it
towards the infinite:
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Dissolving Ego

And then one day will come when our egoistic
feeling will dissolve and from within, our real self,
a member of the infinite world, will spring up and
awaken, and we will find ourselves in the sweet waves
of that environment. There, everything is sweet. The
breeze is sweet, the water is sweet, the trees are sweet,
whatever we come iIn contact with is sweet, sweet,
sweet,

Our internal ego is our enemy, and to dissolve that
ego, we must do our duty ds we think fit, but never
expect any response according to our will: If we
adopt this karma-yoga then in no time we will find -
that the wrong ego, which was always expecting
something crooked for its selfish purpose, has
vanished ; the broad wide ego within has come out,
and we are in harmony with the whole universe. The
harmonious world will appear before us, and the
cover of selfish desires will disappear.

The cause of our disease is not outside us, but
within us. A paramaharmsa Vaisnava, a saint of the
highest platform, sees that everything is all right. He
finds nothing to complain about. When one can see
that everything is good and sweet to the furthest
extreme, he comes to live in the plane of divinity, Our
false ago creates only disturbance, and that ego should
be dissolved. We should not think that the environ-
ment is our enemy. We must try hard to detect God’s
grace in whatever comes to us, even if it comes as an
apparent enemy. Everything is the grace of the Lord,
but we can’t see it, rather, we see the opposite: The
dirt is in our eyes.

Actually. everything is divine, It is all the grace
of the Lord. The disease is in our eyes. We are
diseased, and if the disease is cured, we shall find that
we are in the midst of a gracious world. Only the
coverings of desire deceive us from having a real
estimation of the world: A bonafide student of the
devotional school will accept such an attitude towards
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the environment and towards the Lord: We have to
think that God’s will is everywhere. Even a blade of
grass cannot move without the sanction of the
Supreme Authority. Every detail is detected and
‘controlled by Him. We have to look upon the environ-
ment with optimism. The pessimism is within us.
Our ego is responsible for all sorts of evil.

‘Infinite Blissfulness

This is Vaispavism. If we can do this, then in no
time, our discase will be cured, and we’ll be in the
midst of infinite blissfulness. Our tendency at present
is to cure what we see on the outside. We think,
“] want everything to follow my control, my sweet
‘will. When everything obeys me, then I will be
happy.” But we must take just the opposite attitude.
As Mahaprabhu has‘said ;

- trndd api sunicena
taror api sahisnuna
amanind manadena
kirtaniyab sada harih

‘We should create no resistance against our environ-
ment. ‘Still, if some undesirable things come towards
‘us, we should tolerate that with our utmost patience
And even if someone attacks us we won’t become

wiolent ; we must practice forbearance to the extreme:
“We shall honor everyone ; we will seek no honor.

In this way, with the least amount of energy and
time we can attain the highest goal : the plane wherq
‘Krsna Himself is living. That is the most fundamental
plane of existence. At that time, all the encasements
covering the soul will vanish and die, and the inner
soul will awaken and find that heisplaying in a sweet
wave, dancing and merry-making in Vrndavana, with
Krsna and his devotees. And what is Vrondavana ? |t
is neither a fable, nor a concocted story. The broadest
and widest plane of the whole universe is beauty,
sweetness, and blissfulness, and that is present in
Vrndivana in allits fullness: We have to dive deep
.into that plane of reality.

L 71

Our ego has floated us on the surface of trouble in
mavd, illusion, Concoction, and the search for selfish
satisfaction have taken us here, and these must be
dissolved once and for all. And then from within,
our golden selves will come out, and we will find that
we are in the plane of a happy dancing mood, with
Krsna in Vrndavana;

Hegel’s “Self-Determination”

In Hegelian language, thisis called “self-determi-
nation”. Self-determination means we must dic to
live. We must leave our material life and all our
material habits ; we have to die as we are if we want
to have a real life. We must give up our false ego.
Our material habits from different births are collected
in the ego in subtle forms, not only from the experi-
ence of human birth, but even from animal births,
tree births, and so many other births. Krsna consci-
ousness means the wholesale dissolution of the false
ego. That concocted, selfish figure within us is our
enemy. - The real self is hopelessly buried beneath the
false ego. So great isthe depth of our forgetfulness
that we do not even know who we are. So, as the
f_}crman philosopher Hegel said, we have to “die to
ive”.
~ Reality is for itself and by itself. The world is not
created for our selfish end ; it has a universal end, and
we are part and parcel of that. We must come to an
understanding with the whole. The complete whaele
is Krsna and he is dancing, playing and singing in his
gwn - way. We must enter into that harmonious
ance. i :

Being infinitesimal, should we think that the infi-
nite must be controlled by us? That by our whim
everything will go on? This is the most crooked,
heinous object ever conceived, and we are sufferi- g
from such a disease. This is the real problem in society.
Our inquiry should be aimed at solving this.

Student : Does this mean we have to give up material
life completely ?
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Sridhara Maharaja: Not at once. Everyone must
progress gradually, according to his own particular
case. If one who has much affinity towards worldly life
suddenly leaves that, he may not keep up his vows, he

may go down again. So, according to personal capa-

city we must make gradual progress. That is to be taken
into consideration, but still, we should always be
eager to give up everything and devote ourselves
exclusively to the highest duty. Those who have
enough courage will jump into the unknown, thinking,
“Krsna will protect me, I am jumping the name of
God. He is everywhere, He will take me on His lap.”
With this idea, one who has real eagerness for the
truth may leap forward.

Student : I have a problem. For ten years I've tried
to take up this process. For ten years I have kept
from eating meat, fish, and eggs. I avoid material things
—I have no attraction for them. Ihave left all this
behind. But there is one thing I want to give up and
also I don’t want to give up. This is gafija (marijuana).
Sridhara Maharaja: That is a small thing. There
are three real difficulties the first is women, the
second is money, and the third good name and fame.
These three are our enemies. Marijuana intoxication
is a small thing. Anyone can give it up easily. But
these three things are the fundamental aspiration of
every animal, tree, bird, man, or God. These three are
everywhere. But intoxication and other fleeting
habits are very nzgligible things and can be conquered
very easily.

As we have gradually come into the habit of
intoxication, we have to come out; gradually, and
not suddenly. Just after World War two, we read in
the newspaper that Goering, Hitler’s air general, was
habituated to taking much intoxication, But when
he was put into jail, no intoxication was supplied to
him. He became sick, but treatment went on and he
was cured. His disease was cured by the medicine.
We also have seen so many opium-saters who came
here, joined the temple, and gradually left their habit.:|
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Many so-called “sadhus” smoke marijuana. It helps
concentration, but that is the material mind. It
disturbs faith. Itisan enemy to faith. No material
intoxication, but only faith can take us to our desired
goal. The misguided souls think that marijuana,
hashish, and so many other things can help us in our
meditation. It may do something, but that is mundane
and that will frustrate us in our time of need. These
things cannot help us rise up very high.

Sex, Dope, and Gold

Srimad Bhagavatam (l. 17.38) advises that these
five things should be ‘'rejected : dydfariz gambling, or
diplomacy ; panam intoxication. including tea, coffee,
betel and everything else ; strivah unlawful, illegal
womanlove ; s@nd butchering, and the transaction of
gold, Trade in gold makes one very apathetic towards
progress in the line of faith. These five are very
tempting

What to speak of the mania that intoxication will
help usin our meditation upon the transcendental,
Devarsi Narada says, yamddibhir yoga-pathaih kGma-
lobha-hato muhuhb: even what we acquire by medita-
tion is temporary and has no permanent effect. Only
real faith in the line of pure devotion can help us.

Saints : Living Scriptures

Student : So, how can we develop our faith in
Krsna consciousness ?

Sridhara Maharajat How have you come to
conceive of Krsna consciousness

Student : By reading Bhagavad-gita,

Sridhara Maharaja: Bhagavad-gita. From the
scriptures. And the scriptures are written by whom ?
Some saint. So, the association of saints and the
advice of scriptures are both necessary. The saint is
the living scripture, and the scripture advises us in a
passive way. A saint can actively approach us, and
passively we may receive benefit from the scriptures:
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The association of the scriptures and the saintscan
help us achieve the ultimate realization : sddhu $@stra
krpaya haya. The saints are more powerful. Those
who are living the life of the scriptural advice are
scripture personified. In their association, and by
their grace we can imbibe such higher, subtle know-
ledge and faith.

All our experiences are futile in the attempt to
attain the ultimate destination ; only faith can lead us
there. The spiritual world is far, far beyond the
jurisdiction of our limited visual, aural, and mental
experience. The experience of the eye, ear, and mind
is very meager and limited, but faith can rise up and
piei'ce through this area, and enter the transcendental
realm:

Faith should be developed with the help of
scriptures and saints. They will help us understand
that the spiritual world is real and this world is
unreal. At that time, this material world will be night
to us, and that will be day. Presently, the eternal
world is darkness to us, and we are awake in this
mortal world. What is night to one is day to another. A
saint is awake in some matter, and a dacoit is working
in another plane. They are living in two separate
worlds. A scientist is living in one world ; a rowdy
is living in another. One’s day is night to another.
The ordinary persons cannot see what Einstein and
Newton have seen, and what the ordinary man sees
is ignored by a great man. So, we have to awaken our
iriterest in that plane, and ignore the interests of this
plane;

World War Il : Let-it Be

Student : Many people are worried about nuclear war.
They think it may come very soon.

Sridhara Maharaja: That is a point on a line, a line
on a plane, a plane in a solid: So many times wars
are coming and going ; so many times the sun, the
earth, and the solar systems disappear, and again
spring up. We we are in the midst of such ‘thought
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in eternity. This nuclear war is a tiny point ; what of
that ? Individuals are dying at every moment ; the
earth will die, the whole human section will dis-
appear. Let it be.

We must try to live in eternity ; not any particular
span of time or space. We must prepare ourselves for
our eternal benefit, not for any temporary remedy:
The sun the moon, and all the planets appear and
vanish : they die, and then again, they are created.
Within such an eternity we have to live. Religion
covers that aspect of our existence. We are told to
view things from this standpoint : not only this body,
but the human race, the animals, the trees, the entire
Earth, and even the sun, will all vanish, and again
spring up. Creation, dissolution creation dissolution—
it will continue forever inthe domain of misconcep-
tion. At the same time, there is another world which
is eternal ; we are requested to enter there, to make
our home in that plane which neither enters into the
jaws of death, nor suffers any change.

In the Bhagavad-gita (8.16) it is stated:

abrahma-bhwvanal lokdh
punar avartino’ rjuna

mam upetya tu kaunteya
-punar janma na vidyate

“Even Lord Brahma, the creator himself, has to die..
Up to Brahmaloka, the highest planet in the material

world, the whole material energy undergoes such
changes.”

But if we can cross the area of misunderstanding
and enter the area of proper understanding, then there
1s no creation or dissolution. That is eternal, and we
are children of that soil. Our bodies and minds are
children of this soil which comes and goes, which is.
created and then dies. We have get out of this world
of death:
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Zone of Nectar

We are in such an area. What is to be done ? Try
to get out. Try your best to get out of this mortal
area. The saints inform us. “Come home dear friend,

let us go home. Why are you suffering so much .

trouble unnecessarily in a foreign land ? The spiritual
world is real ; this mdterial world is unreal : springing
and vanishing, coming and going, it is a farce ! From
the world of farce we must come to reality. Here in
this material world there will be not only one war, but
wars after wars, wars after wars.

There is a zone of nectar, and we are actually
children of that nectar that does not die (Srnvantu
viSve amrtasya putrah). Somehow, we are misguided
here, but really’ we are children of that soil which is
eternal, where there is no birth or death. With a wide
and broad heart, we have to approach there. This 1s
declared by Sri Caitanya Mahéprabhu, and the
Bhagavad-gita, the Upanisads and the Srimad-
Bhagavatam all confirm the same thing. That 1s our
very sweet, sweet home, and we must try our best to go
back to God, back to home, and take others with us:

The Krsna Conception

Surrender is not alip transaction: Surrender
means not ouly to surrender one’s possessions, but to
realize that the possessions themselves are false. I am
not a master of anything, Iam not even master of
myself. Surrender means to give everything to the
guru, and rid ourselves of the unholy connection of so
many possessions, so that they may not disturb us by
always suggesting, “You are my master”, and in this
way misleading us.

We should think, “Everything belongs to the Lord
and His delegation, the guru. I am not the master of
anything.” That sort of knowledge we should imbibe,
and that will be helpful to our real spiritual progress.
This is reality. We have to realize that fact. We
want the truth, and we want to free ourselves from
false notions. So, proper diksa, spiritual initiation,
imparts the divine knowledge that nothing belongs
to us ; not only that, but everything belongs to God,
including ourselves. That is the conception of diksa :
“I belong to Him ; everything belongs to Him. I am
His servant, and these are the objects of His service.”

Fool's Paradise

g

This is reality, and we are suffering under
nonreality in an imaginary world. We are living in a
fool’s paradise. We should do away with the fool’s
paradise and try to enter into real paradise. When we
have a peep into the characteristic of the absolute
environment of reality, and even a little regard for the
truth, we can no longer relish the paraphernalia of
this world as we did previously. Because we have
had a real taste of the higher truth, we will have no
charm for this material world. We will no longer
feel encouragement to meet with the duties that are
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relating so this world of enjoyment. We will be
indifferent.

We know that the connection with the present-

enjoying mood brings a painful reaction. We can
realize that, but we cannot leave it behind. We
.cannot cut off the connection completely in the stage
of sadhana, spiritual practice. Still, we have no other
alternative. Our affinity for the positive truth should
be increased more and more, and gradually our affinity
for our paraphernalia and -obligations will all dis-
appear. Although repeatedly we may not be success-
ful, still we will be unable to give up the idea. We:
will attempt again and again to make progress
towards the truth, and when we are unsuccessful, our
heart will ache to think that we are repeatedly being
defeated by the enemies who are all around us.

Mental Mushrooms

But the fire of Krsna consciousness is there, and
that fire is not to be quenched. It is a spark of eternal
truth. So, the fire will continue, and the day will

come when the enemies that are surrounding us will

have to retire once and for all. One day we will find
that Krspa has gradually captured our whole heart,
ahd the others have retired forever ; they are no
longer present to trouble us in our mental circle: We
will find that those unwanted things were like mush-
rooms : they came out from our mental soil, and now

they have all gone and died. They have all gone -

away, and Krsna alone is in the heart. At that time,
the heart is only full of Krsna, full of the Krsna

conception.

Srila Bhaktisiddh@nta Saraswati Thakura once in-
structed a disciple at the time of initiation into the
Hare Krsna mantra that Krsna should be allowed to

land in our hearts, just as an army is landed by the

navy. An army is carried by a ship, and when they
have landed, tne fight begins, and they capture the
country, just as Julius Caesar said, “Veni vidi viel, 1
came, I saw, I conquered.” So, we have to allow

i
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"Krsna to land in our hearts. Then the fight will
‘begin - 2 )1

' What is the proposal of Krspa consciousness, and
what is the proposal of so many other conceptions ?

"“They are all giving s their assurances from time

immemorial, saying, “I shall give you this, I shall give
you Yhat,” but the Krsna conception will enter and

-say, “My claim is'this : the whole thing is Mine, and

you are all trespassers.” The fight will begin ;
the unwanted things are sure to withdraw, and Krspa

consciousness will capture the whole heart. This is

the process. Krsna consciousness has only to land
within our: hearts. Somehow or other from a pure
devotee, a bit of real Krsna consciousness should
-enter through our ears into our hearts and Krspa will
supply whatever is required. One who has imbibed
-even a slight regard for Krsna consciousness is assured
of success in spiritual life, today or'tomorrow.

Krsna is a Thief

We may have erected high walls on all sides to
protect ourselvés so that Krsna consciousness may not
enter, but Krspa is 4 thief, and a thief requires no
invitation. No preparation is necessary for His wel-
come. He will enter for His own interest, and that is
our consolation. Our solace is that Krsna is a thief:
Maya has erected her high walls cn all sides, but
nothing is sufficient to stop Krsna consciousness:
Krsna is a thief, and stealthily He will enter one.day.

A devotee may become hopeless, thinking, “The
enemy is within my own house ; my own kinsmen
are may enemies. Iam hopeless.” We may become
disappointed, but Krsna consciousness will not leave
us in any way. Krspa will persevere, and in due
course of time He will conquer And other things,
no matter how closely related they may be in private
and well-protected rooms in our hearts, will have to
go. They must take leave from every corner of our
hearts Krsna will conquer. Krsna will capture the
whole thing. The unwanted lusty desires of our
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hearts are foreign things. They are only mushrooms.

Like mushrooms, they come out ; they have no perma--

nent stability or root. They are not rooted to the

soil: We may think that what we have stored in our-

hearts is very near and dear, angi that is already
mixed with us as a part of our existence, but when

Krspa consciousness enters, they will all float like:

mushrooms;

After all, they are mushrooms ; they have no foot--

ing, no connection with the soil They are only
floating. All material interests are only floating on

the surface: They are not deeply rooted within and

without the whole of our existence. Only Krsna
consciousness has its existence everywhere, within all
parts of our existence. So, the mushrooms will

have to vanish one day. This is confirmed in Srimad--

Bhagavatam (2.8.5) :
pravistah karna-randhrena
svanar bhava-saroruham
dhunoti Samalam krsnah
salilasya yatha Sarat

When Krsna enters the heart through the ear, He
captures the lotus of the heart and then gradually
makes all the dirt in the heart disappear. Just as
when the autumn season comes, all the water every-
where becomes pure, so also, when Krsna enters our
hearts, all the impurities within will gradually vanish,
and only Krsna will remain forever:
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